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Div. 11. WATER F O W L S^ 

Sect. L WITH CLOVEN FEET. 
II. WITH FINNED FEET. 
IIL WITH WEBBED FEET. 

BILL long, ftrpng and pointed. XXVIII. 

NOSTRILS linear. HERON. 

TONGUE pointed. 
TOES conne(5bed as far as the firfl: joint by a ftrong inenibrane. 

M A L E. 

Heron cendr^d. Belon. av* 182. Garza cinerizia grg/Ia. Zinan. 113, 173, CoM« 

Alia ardea. Gejker aru. 219. . ' Le Heron hupe. Btiffon ceu. v, 296, moit. 
Ardea cinerea major, ^/^r. ^n;. iii. 157. /^; 35. 

Scopoliy No. 117. Reyger. Fri/cb II. 19^. 

Common Heron, or Heronihaw* WiL Blaner Rager. Kram. 346. 

orn, 277. Ardea major. Lin»fyft..z'ifi^ 

Ardea cinerea major feu pella. Rait Hager. Faun,Suec.Jp. J9. 

JS^tt. av. 98. The Heron. Br. Zool. it6,. tai. 

Female. 

Ardea Pella five cinerea. Gifiterav, 211. Cimbris Sktd-Heire Skredheire. Srun- 
Ardea cinerea tertia. ufili/r.A'i;. III. 159. nich^ 156. 

Wit orn, 279. & Raiijyn. wu, 98. Le Heron. Briffon a*u, v. 292. tab. 34. 

Ardea cinerea. Lin.fyft. 236. Keyger Fri/cb, II. 198. . 

Danii ct Norvegis ftcyre v. Hegre. Brit, Zool. 116. 

THIS bird is remarkably light in proportion to fts bulk, 
fcarce weighing three pounds and a half: the length is 
three feet two inches ; the breadth five feet four inches. 
The body is very foiall, and always lean 5 and the Ikin 
fcarce thicker than what is called gold-beater's fkin. It muft be 
capable of bearing a long abftlnence, as its food, which is fifh and 

Z z 2 frogs. 



S56 COMMONHERON. Class 11. 

frogs, cannot be readily got at all times. It commits great devaf- 
tation in our ponds; but being unprovided with webs to fwim, 
nature has furniflied it with very long legs to wade after its prey. 
It perches and builds in trees, and fometimes in high cliffs over the 
fea, commonly in company with many others, like rooks. At 
CreJ/i Hall near Gojberton in Lincolnjhnre I have counted above eighty 
nefts in one tree. It makes its neft of flicks, lines it with wool ; 
and lays five or fix large eggs of a pale green color. During incu- 
bation, the male paffes much of its time perched by the female. 
They defert their nefls during winter, excepting in February^ when 
they refort to repair them. It was formerly in this country a bird 
of game, heron-hawking being fo favourite a diverfion of our an- 
ceflors, that laws were enafted for the prefervation of the fpecies, 
and the perfon who deflroyed their eggs was liable to a penalty of 
twenty Ihillings, for each offence. Not to know the Hawk from 
the Heronjhaw was an old proverb *, taken originally from this di* 
verfion ; but in courfe of time ferved to exprefs great ignorance in 
. any fcience. This bird was formerly much efleemed as a food ; 
made a favourite difh at great tables, and was valued at the fame 
rate as a Pheafant. It is faid to be very long lived -, by Mr. Key- 
Jler's account it may exceed fixty years f : and by a recent inflance 
of one that was taken in Holland by a hawk belonging to the ftadt- 
holder, its longevity is again confirmed, the bird having a filver 
plate fattened to one leg, with an infcription, importing it had been 
before (truck by the elector of Cologne's hawks in 1735. 

• In after times thi9 proverb was abfurdly corrupted to, He does not know a 
bowk from a band-fa^, 

t Keyjler*s Trtevelsy I. 7a. 

The 
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The male is a moft elegant bird : the weight about three pounds 
and a half, the length, three feet three -, the breadth, five feet four 5 
the* bill fix inches long, very ftrong and pointed : the edges thin 
and rough; the color duflcy above, yellow beneath; noftrils linear; 
the iridcs of a deep yellow ; orbits and fpace between them and the 
bill covered with a bare greenifli /kin. 

The forehead and crown white, the hind parrt of the head adorn- 
ed with a loofe pendent creft of long black feathers waving with the 
wind ; the upper part of the neck is of a pure white, and the co- 
verts of the wings of a light grey; the back clad only with down, 
covered with the fcapulars ; the fore part of the neck white fpotted 
with a double row of black : the feathers are white, long, narrow, 
unwebbed, falling loofe over the breaft ; the fcapulars of the fame 
texture, grey ftreaked with white. 

The ridge of the wing white, primaries and baftard wing black ; 
along the fides beneath the wings is a bed of black feathers, very 
long, foft and elegant ; in old times ufed as egrets for the hair, or 
ornaments to the caps of Knights of the garter ; the bread, belly, 
and thighs white : the laft daftied with yellow. The tail confifts of 
twelve fhort cinereous feathers : the legs are of a dirty green : the 
toes long, the claws fhort, the inner edge of the middle claw finely 
ferrated. 

The head of the female is grey : it wants the long creft, having Female 
only a fhort plume of dufky feathers : the feathers above the breaft 
fhort ; the fcapulars grey and webbed : the fides grey. This has 
hitherto been fuppofed to be a diftinft fpecies from the former ; but 
later obfervations prove them to be the fame. 
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174. Bit- Le Bator. Belon a-v, 192. 444. tat. 37. 

TBRN. Brrindy Rordamp. Q^rfr <2^. 215* Garza bionda, o dl color d'oro* Zinan^ 
The Myredromble. Turner. 112. Scopoli^ No. 125, 

Trombone, Terrabufo. ^i^/r. oo;. III. Rohrtrammel, Mofskuh. Kram. 348. 

164. Rohrdommel. Frifch, IL 205. 

Bittour, Bittern, or Mir^-drum. WiU Ardea ftellaris. Lin. Jyft. 239. 

orn. 282. Rordrum, /*^itfff. Suec* fp, 164. 

Rait £fH. av. 100. Z>aff// Rordrum. Brunrnch^ 155. 

Botaurus, le Butor. Brijfon av, V. ^r. Z«^/. 117. /^. A. i. 



THE bittern is a very retired bird, concealiog itfclf in the 
midfl: of reeds and ru(hes in marfhy places. It is with great 
difficulty provoked to flight, and when on wing has fo dull and 
flagging a pace, as to acquire among the Greeks the title of ««^ * 
or the lazy. It has two kinds of notes ; the one croaking, when 
it is difturbed : the other bellowbg, which it commences in the 
fpring and ends in autumn. Mr. Willugbby fays, that in the latter 
feafon it foars into the air with a fpiral afcent to a great height^ 
making at the fame time a Angular noife. From the firfl: obferva- 
tion, we believe this to be the fpecies of heron that Virgil alludes to 
among the birds that forbode a tempeft. 

In iicco ludant fulicae, notafque palades 
Deferit, atqne altam Aipra volat Jrdea nubem f. 

For the antients mention three kinds f; the Leucon^ or white 
heron ; the Pellos^ fuppofed to be the common fort^ and the Afte^ 

• Arift. hift. an. 1056. 

t Georg, I. 363. 

X Arift^ bifi. an, ioo6. PUn. lib., x. C. 60. 

rias^ 
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rias^ or bittern i which feems to have acquired that name from this 
circumilance of its afpiring flight, as it were attempting, at certain 
&afons, the very flars ; though at other times its naK)tion was fo 
dull, as to merit the epithet of lasy. 

Some commentators have fuppofed this to have been the T^aarus 
oi PUiTf ; but as he has expre&ly declared that to be a finall bird, 
remarkable for imitating the lowing of oxen, we muft deny the ex* 
planation ; and wait for the difcovery of the Roman naturalift's 
animal from fome of the literati of Arles^ in which neighbourhood 
PUny fays the bird was found *. In fize it is inferior to the heron: Descrxf. 
the bill is weaker, and only tour inches long : the upper mandible 
a little arched ; the edges of the lower jagged : the ridtus or gape 
is fo wide, that the eyes ieem placed in the bill : the irides are next 
the pupil yellow ; above the yellow incline to hazel : the ears arc 
large and open. The crown of the head is black 5 the feathers on 
the hind part form ^ fort of fhort pendent crcft : at each corner of 
the mouth is a black fpot : the plumage of this bird is of very pale 
dull yellow, fpotted, barred, or ftriped with black : the baftard 
wing, the greater coverts of the wings, and the quil-feathers are of 
a bright ferruginous color, regularly marked with black bars : the 
lower belly is of a whitilh yellow : the tail is very Ihort, and con- 
fifts of only ten feathers. The feathers on the bread are very long, 
and hang loofe: the legs are of a pale green. All the claws are 
long and (lender : the inner fide of the middle claw finely ferrated 
to hold Its prey the better ; its hind claw is remarkably long, and 
being a fuppofed prefervative for the teeth, is fometimes fet in filver 
and ufed s^s a tooth-pick, Befides this common fpecies, Mr. Ed- 

• Lib, X. c. 42* 

^ards 
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ivards mentions a fmall one of the fize of a lapwing, Ihot near 
Shrewjbury. He adds no more than that the crown of the head 
was black : as this anfwcrs the defcription of a kind frequent in 
Switzerland and Auftria*^ we imagine it to be a ftraycd bird from 
thofe parts. 

It builds its ncft with the leaves of water plants on fome dry- 
clump among the reeds, and lays five or fix eggs, of a' cinereous 
green color. This bird and the heron are very apt to ftrike at the 
fowler*s eyes, when only maimed. The food of the bittern is chiefly 
frogs ; not that it rejefts fifh, for fmall trouts have been met with 
in their ftomachs. In the reign of Henry YIII. it was held in much 
efteem at our tables \ and valued at one (hilling. Its flefli has 
. much the flavour of a hare ; and nothing of the fifliinefs of that of 
the heron. 



175. White. Le Heron blanc. Belon wv. igi* Groflcr weiflcr Rager. Kram. 346. 
Ardea alba. Ge/ner av* 21^. Turner. Scopoli^ No. 126. 

WiL orn, 279. Ardea alba. Lin, Jyft, 239. 

Rati Jyn, a*v. 99. Faun, Suec. /p, 166. 

Ardea Candida, le Heron blanc. Bri/- Br, ZooL 117. 
fen av. V. 428. 



THIS bird has not fallen within our obfervation i therefore wc 
muft give Mr. JVillugbbfs account of it. The length to the 
end of the feet is fifty-three inches and a half, to that of the tail 
only forty ; the breadth fixty inches ; the weight forty ounces. 

♦ Kramer Elfnch. anim. Jiuftria^ 348. 

The 
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The bill is yellowiih ; the naked ikin between that and the eyes 
green ; the edges of the eye-lids, and the irides, are of a pale yel- 
low ; the legs are black ; the inner edge of the middle claw fer« 
rated : the whole plumage is of a fnowy whitenefs. This bird is 
very common in many parts of Eurspei Turner (^jSj that in his 
time this ipecies bred (though rarely) in the fame places with the 
common fort : but we believe it to be feldom found with us at prc- 
fent, any more than the fmall fpecies of crefted white heron men- 
tioned by Lelandy under the name oi Egrittey in one of the bills of 
fare in the magnificent feafts of our anceftors *. ' 



* l4knd*4 iilUOama, YoL 6. L' Aigrette. SrifoM av. V. 451. 
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XXIX. 
CURLEW. 



fiiLL long, (lender, incurvated. 
NOSTRILS linear, placed near the bafe. 
TONGUE fliort, Iharp pointed. 

TOES conneftcd as far as the firft joint by a ftrong 
membrane. 



176. CvR- Le Corlieu. Bilon av. 204. Goifler, Brach-fcknepf. Kram» 350. 

LBW. Arquata, five numenius. Ge/her av. Frifcb^ II. 229. 

221. Scolopax arquata. Lin, fyft. 242. 

Arcafe Torquato. Aldr. av. III. 169. Faun, Suec. fp, i68. 

Danis Heel-fpove. Regn. Spaaer. Regn. 



WiU cm, 294. 

Rati fyn. ofu, 103. 

Lc Courly. BriJTon tev. V. 311. 



Spove. Brunnicb* 158. 
Br. Zool. 118. 



Descrip. 



THESE birds frequent our fea coafts and marihes in the win- 
ter time in large flocks, walking on the open fands ; feeding 
on fhells, frogs, crabs, and other marine infedts : in fummer they 
retire to the mountanous and unfrequented parts of the country, 
where they pair and breed. Their eggs are of a pale olive color, 
marked with irregular but diftinft fpots of pale brown. Their flelh 
is very rank and fiihy, notwithftanding an old EngUfi proverb in 
its favour. 

Curlews differ much in weight and fize ; fome weighing thirty- 
feven ounces, others not twenty-two : the length of the largeft to 
the tip of the tail twenty-five inches ; the breadth three feet five 
inches ; the bill is feven inches long : the head, neck, and coverts 
of the wings are of a :pale brown •, the middle of each feather 

black; 
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black; the bread: and belly white, mack^ with narrow oblong 
black lines : the back is white, fpotted with a few black llrokes 
the quil-feathers are black, but the inner webs fpotted with white 
the tail white, tinged with red and beautifully barred with black 
the legs are long, firong, and of a bluifh grey color: the bottoms 
of the toes flat and broad, to enable it to walk on the foft mud, in 
fearch of food. 



3^3 



Phaeopus altera, vel arqaata minor. Kleiner Goifler. Kram* 350. 

Ileine Art Brachvogel or Rci 
Fri/cbf II. 225 



Gejner aru. 4^9. 
Tarangolo, Girardello. Jldr^ teu. III. 

i8o. 
WiL orn. 294. 
Ration, ant. 103. 
Edw. 4K;. 307. 
^colopax Phaeopus. Lin. /yft. 243. 

ScopoUy No. 132. 
Windfpole, Spot Faun. Suec./p. 169. 



177. Whim- 
igenvogel. brbl. 



Le petit Coarl)r, ou le Conrlieu. 

Numenias minor. BriJfonav.V. 317. 

tab. 27. 
Bonis Mellum-Spove. Nor<veg. Smaae 

Spue. Br. 159, 
Br. Zool. 119. 



TH£ whimbrel is much lefs frequent on our fliores than the 
curlew ; but its haunts, food, and general appearance are 
much the fame. It is obferved to vific the neighbourhood of 
Spalding (where it is called the Curlew knot) in yaft flocks in Aprils 
but continues there no longer than May ; nor is it feen there any 
other time of year : it fcems at that fedbn to be on its paflagc to 
its breeding place, which I fufpeft to be among the Highlands of 
Scotland. 

The fpccific difference is the fize j this never exceeding the weight 
of twelve ounces. The bill is two inches three quarters long; 

A a a 2 duflcy 
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dufky above, red below : the feathers on the head arid neck are 
brown tinged with red, marked in the middle with an obkmg black 
fpot : the checks of a paler color : the upper part of the back, the 
coverts of the wings, the Icapulars, and the fartheft quil-feathers, 
are of the fame color with the neck, but the black fpots fpread out 
tranfvcrfely on each web : the quil-feathers duflcy ; their (hafts 
white 5 and their exterior webs marked with large femkircular 
white fpots. The breaft, belly, and lower part of the back are 
white : the coverts of the tail, and the tail itfelf, are of a very pale 
whitifh brown, croffed with black bars. The legs and feet arc of 
a dull green, and formed like thofe of the curlew. 

I received one from Invercquldj fhot on the Grampian Hiffs^ 
whofc length was fixteen inches: the bill two: the head round, 
black on the top, divided length-ways by a white line: chin white: 
cheeks, neck, breaft, and upper part of the belly whitilh brown, 
marked with ftreaks of black pointing down, with narrow ftreaks 
on the neck j broad on the belly : lower belly and vent white : 
back and coverts of the wings dufky : the fides of each feather 
fpotted with reddifh white : lower part of the back white : rump 
white barred with black: tail barred with duiky and white: quil- 
feathers black, with large white fpots on the inner webs ; the fe- 
condaries on both webs : legs black. 
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WOODCOCK. 



3^5 



BILL long, flender, weak and Ilrait. 

NOSTRILS linear, lodged in a furrow- 

TONGUE pointed, flenden 

TOES divided, or very (lightly connected, back toe very fmall. 



XXX. SNIPE 



La BeccafTe. Beion av. 272. 
Ruftkola, iea Perdix rutfca major 
(GroiTer fchnepiF). Ge/ker av. 501. 
AUr. av. HI. 182. 
HIL om. 289. 
Rcdifyn, arv, 104. 
La Beccafle. Briffhn av, v. 292. 
Beccaccia, Acceggia. Zinan. loi. 
Schnifia. ScopoU, No. 134. 



Wald fclmepf. Kram. 351. 

Fri/cb, II. 226. foem. 227* 
Scolopax rufticola. Lin.Jyft^ 243. 
Morkttlla. Faun, Smc./p. 170. 
JVffrw^/fBIom.Rokke, Rutte, quihufdan 

Krog-quift. Danis Holt Sneppe. 

Bruwticbf 164. 
Jr. ZW. 1 19. 
Fauna Scotica* No. 142. 



178. Wood- 
cock. 



_ r^ 



THESE birds during fummer are inhabitants of the Jlps *, of 
Norway^ Sweden^ Polijh Pruffia^ the march of Brandeburg-^^ 
and the northern parts of Europe: they all retire from thofe coun- 
tries the beginning of winter, as foon as the frofts commence; 
which force them into milder climates, where the ground is open, 
and adapted to their manner of feeding. The time of their ap- 
pearance and difappearance in Sweeden-, coincides moil exadly 
with that of their arrival in, and their retreat from Great Bri- 



• Wil, em» 290. 
t Fn/cb, IL 226. 



tain. 
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fain *. They live on worms and infefts, which they fcarch for 
with their long bills in foft ground and moid woods. Woodcocks 
generally arrive here in flocks, taking advantage of the night, or a 
mift: they foon feparate; but before they return to their native 
haunts, pair. They feed and fly by night ; beginning their flight 
in the evening, and return the fame way, or through the fame 
glades to their day retreat. They leave England the latter end of 
February^ or beginning of March 5 not but they have been known 
to continue here accidentally. In Cafe-wood^ about two miles from 
Tunbridge^ a few breed almoft annually : the young having been 
ihot there the beginning of Augufty and were as healthy and vigo- 
rous as they are with us in the winter, but not fo well tafted : a fe- 
male with egg was fhot in that neighbourhood in April \ the egg 
was the fize of that of a pigeon. They are remarkably tame du- 
ring incubation; a perfon who difcovered one on its neft, has 
often ftood over, and even ftroaked it : notwithftanding which it 
hatched the young ; and in due time difappearcd with them. 

Thefc birds appear in Scotland firft on the eaftern coafts, and 
make their progrefs from Eaft to Weft. They do not arrive in 
Breadalbantz, central part of the kingdom till the beginning or mid- 
dle of iVi^wiW*^:. and the coafts of Nether Lorn^ or of RoJJJhire 

• M. de Geer^s and Dr. WaUenus*s letters to myfelf. M. de Gen- expre/Tes him- 
fclf thus ; La Becaffe (Scolopax rufticola) part d^ici *ven I^auiomne, ye ne feats pas 
OMJufte dans quel mots. On la trowve ici ajfe% en ahondance dans Pete. Elle a cou* 
tume au foleil coucbant defaire/a 'volee en cercle ou tcujours en rond en I* air rrvenant 
toujours dans le meme endroit a plujieurs reprifes^ et c^eft alors qu^on (eut la titer a coup 
de fufiL En bi^ver on ne njoit aucune^ elle partent alors teutes. 

M. Waller ius gave me this account of them. Scolopaces rujli cola penes nos nidificant. 
Sed autumnali tempore abeunty ac *vernali redeunt. 

till 
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till December or January : are very rare in the more remote Hebrides^ 
or in the Orknies. A few ftragglcrs now and then arrive there. 
They are equally fcarce in Catbnefs. I do not recollca that any 
have been difcovercd to have bred in North Britain. 

Their autumnal and vernal appearances on the coaft of SuffoU: 
have been moft accurately marked by Sir John CuUumy Bar^ who 
favoured me with the following curious account. 

From fome old and experienced fportfmen, who live on the coaft, 
I coUefted the following particulars. They come over fparingly 
in the firft week of OSobery the greater numbers not arriving till 
the months of November and December^ and always after fun-fet. 
It is the wind and not the moon that determines the time of their 
arrival: and it is probable that this fhould be the cafe, as they come 
hither in queft of food, which fails them in the places they leave. 
If the wind has favoured their flight, their {lay on the coaft, where 
they drop, is very (hort, if any : but if they have been forced to 
ftruggle with an adverfe gale (fuch as a fhip can hardly make way 
with) they take a day's reft, to recover their fatigue : and fo great- 
ly has their ftrength been exhaufted, that they have been taken 
by hand in Soutbwald ftreets. They arrive not gregarious, but ie- 
parate and difperfed. When the Red wing appears on the coaft 
in autumn, it is certain the Woodcocks are at hand ; when they 
Rojfton CroWj they are come. Between the twelfth and twenty- 
fifth of March they flock towards the coaft to be ready for their de- 
parture: the firft law of nature bringing them to us, in autumn; 
the fecond carrying them from us in fpring. If the wind be pro- 
pitious, they are gone immediately ; but if contrary, they are de- 
tained in the neighboring woods, or among the ling and furze on 
the coaft. It is in this crifis that the fportfman finds extraordinary 

diverfion : 



TIONS, 
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diverfion : the whole country around echoes with the difchat^ of 
guns ; even feventeen brace have been killed by one perfon in a 
day : but if they are kept any time on the dry heaths, they become 
fo lean, that they are a prey hardly worth purfuing, at left eating. 
The inftant a fair wind Iprings up, they feize the opportunity, and 
where the fportfman has feen hundreds one day, he will not find a 
fingle bird the next. As this extraordinary diverfion depends oa 
the winds, it muft necefiarily be precarious; and it accordingly 
fometimes happens, that the fportfmen on the coaft, for fome years 
together know not precifely the time of the Woodcocks departure. 
They have the fame harbingers (the Rei tvings) in fpring, as in 
autumn. 
MiGkA- In the fame manner we know they quit France^ Germaftf and 

Itafy ; making the northern and cold fituations their general fum- 
mer rendezvous. They vifit Burgundy the latter end of OHoher^ 
but continue there only four or five weeks ; it being a dry country 
they are forced away for want of fuftenance by the firft frofts. In 
the winter they are found in vaft plenty as far fouth as Smyrna and 
Akpfo *, and in the lame feafon in Barbaty -f-, where the Africans 
call them, the afs of the partridge : and we have been told, that 
fome have appeared as far fouth as JEgypt^ which are the remotefl: 
migrations we can trace them to on that fide the eaftern world \ on 
the other fide, they are found very common in JapQn%. The birds 
that refort into the countries of the Levant^ probably come from 
the defarts of Siberia or ^artary §, or the cold mounuins of Armenia. 

• Ruffirs hiji. Aleppo. 64. 
f Shawns travels y 253. 
t KampferU hift, Japan. I. 129. 
i Bill's trameUy I. 198. 

Our 
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Our fpecies of woodcock is unknown in North Anerica ; but 
a kind is found there that has the general appearance of it y but 
is fcarce half the fize, and wants the bars on the breaft and belly. 

The weight of the woodcock is ufually about twelve ounces : the Dbscrif* 
length near fourteen inches : the breadth twenty-fix : the bill is 
three inches long, dulky towards the end, reddilh at the bale: 
tongue flender, long, Iharp, and hard at the point : the eyes large, 
and placed near the top of the head, that they may not be injured 
when the bird thrufts its bill into the ground : from the bill to the 
eyes is a black line : the forehead is a reddiih a(h-color: the crown of 
the head, the hind part of the neck, the back, the coverts of the 
wings, and the fcapulars are prettily barred with a ferruginous red, 
black and grey ; but on the head the black predombates : the 
quil-feathers are dulky, indented with red marks. 

The chin is of a pale yellow : the whole underlide of the body 
is of a dirty white, marked with numerous tranfverfe lines of a 
duiky color. The tail confifts of twelve feathers, duflcy, or black 
on the one web, and marked with red on the other : the tips above 
are alh-colored, below white; which, when Ihooting on the ground 
was in vogue, was the fign the fowler difcovered the birds by. The 
legs and toes are livid ; the latter divided almoft to their very ori- 
gin, having only a very fmall web between the middle and interior 
toes ; as are thole of the two fpecies of fnipes found in England. 



Vol. U. &bb Godwit, 
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170. God- Godwit, Yarwhelp, or Yanvip. Wil Llmofa grifca major. Lamnde, 

WIT. orn. 290. Barge grifc. Brijffin «v. Y. 27a. 7i*. 

Rmijyn^ av> 10c. 24. Jig. 2. 

Scolopax sgocephala. Lin,J^ft. 2^6. Br. ZooL 120. Tat. 



DsscRip. ^T^HIS fpecies weighs twelve ounces and a half; the length is 
X fixteen inches; the breadth twenty-feven ; the bill is four 
inches long, turns up a little, black at the end, the reft a pale puf* 
pie : from the bill to the eye is a broad white ftroke : the feathers 
of the head, neck, and back, are of a light reddiih brown^ marked 
in the middle with, a duiky fpot : the belly and vent feathers white : 
the tail regularly barred with black and white. 

The fix firft quil-feathers are black ; their interior edges of a 
reddiih brown : the legs in fome are dulky, in others of a greyiih 
blue ; which perhaps may be owing to different ages : the exterior 
toe is conneded as far as the firft joint of the middle toe, with a 
firong jerrated membrane. The male is diftinguifhed from the fe* 
male by fome black Unes on the breaft and throat ; which in the 
female are wanting. 

Thefe birds are taken in the fens, in the fame feafon, and in the 
fame manner with the ruffs and reeves, and when fattened are e- 
fleemed a great delicacy, and fell for half a crown, or five fhillings 
a piece. A flale of the fame fpecies is placed to the net. They 
appear in fmall flocks on our coaft in September^ and continue with 
us the whole winter ; they walk on the open fands like the curlew ; 
and feed on infe&s. 

M. Brijfon 
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M. Brifon has figured thfs bird rery accurately, but has given it 
the fynonym of our greenjbapks. Turner fufpefts this- bird to have 
been the attagen or attagas of the anticnts. Ariftopbanes names it 
m zit addrefs ta the birds that inhabit the fens ; therefore (bine 
commentators conclude it to be a water-fowl j though \n a fine or 
two after he Ipeaks of thofc that frequent the beautiful meadows of 
Maratbm. He then defcribes the bird in very ftriking terms, un- 
der the title of the attagas^ the bird with painted wings ; and in an- 
other place he ftyles it the ^ot fed atfagas*. This alone would be 
infufficiept to prove what fpecies the poet intended ^ we mu(t there- 
fore have recourfe to Atbenaus^ who is particular in his defcription 
of the aUagaSj and evinces it to be of the partridge tribe. 

He fays it is lefs than that bird ^ that the back is fpotted with 
different colors, ibme of a pot color, but more red^ that by reafon 
of the fhortnefs of the wings and. heavinefs of the body, it is tallen 
eafily by the fowlers. That it rolls in the duft, brings many young, 
and feeds on feeds. 

We are forry to own our imall acquaintance with the zoology of 
Atticay confidering the various opportunities • our countrymen have 
had of informing themlelves of it. We therefore cannot pronounce, 
that the attagas ftill exifts on the plains of Marathon ; but we dif- 
cover it in Samos^ an ifland of lonia^ a country celebrated by the 
antients for producing the fineil kinds : 

Inter fapores ferttar aUtata jaimm 
Jonicarum guftas attagtnwrum^ 

Av» 249. 762t 
B b b 2 In 
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Is the opinion ci Martial^ \ and Horace -^^ and PUny J, both fpcak 
of it with applaufe« Tournefart ^ has given us the figure of the 
bird itfeif, which he found in the marjhes of Samos^ whofe painted 
and fpotted plumage exadly answers the deicriptions aS Ariftopbams 
and Atben^eus. It b of the partridge genus^ and known to the 
Italians by the name of Francolino. Thofe who wifh to fee it in its 
proper colors, and to be fatisfied how well they agree with the de- 
scriptions of the antients, need only confult the 246th plate of the 
works cf our ingenious friend the late Mr. Edwards^ 



180. CiKi- rnr^HIS fporics was (hot near Spalding^ and the defcription 
Jl^ communicated to me by the Rev. Doftor Buckwortb. 
The bill was two inches and a half long. The head, neck, and 
back variegated with alh-color and white : the tail (lightly barred 
with cinereous. The throat and breaft white : the lafl: marked 
with a few a(h«colored fpots. The legs long, (lender, and a(h- 
colored. 

This was about the fize of my Green-Jbanks : approaches it near- 
ly in colors : but the bill was fo much thicker, as to form a (peci- 
fic diftinftiom 



• Ifig. Lsh Xm. £/. 61. 

t J^.U. 

I LiL X. r. 48. 

$ F(^. Vol. I. 311. 4t$. sd. 



Scolopts 



n.iiXVi. 



j^x&o. 



CBWBILISOUS eOB^WTT. 




> 



pi.LXvn. 



j^i&t 



HED OODWIT. 




Cla8S.il red GODWIT. 



vs 



Scolopax Lapponka. Un.fyft. 34i6. Br. Zool. add. platn. i8i. Re»« 

Faun. Sui<. /f. 174. 

THE red godwit is fupcrior in fize to the common kind : the Dsscair* 
bill is three inches three-quarters long ; not quite ftrait, but 
a little refleded upwards ; the lower half black, the upper yellow: 
the head, neck, breaft, (ides, fcapulars, and upper part of the 
back, are of a bright ferruginous color: the head marked with 
oblong dufky lines: the neck is plain : the breaft, fides, fcapulars, 
and back varied with tranfverfe black bars, and the edges of the 
feathers with a pale cinereous brown : the middle of the belly is 
white, marked fparingly with fimilar (pots. 

The lefler coverts of the wings are of a light brown : the great- 
er tipt with white : the fliafts and Iqwer interior webs of the great* 
er quil-feathers are white : the exterior webs and upper part of the 
interior black : the upper half of the fecondary feathers are of the 
fanoe colore the lower half white: the coverts, and the lower part 
of the feathers of the tail are white; the. upper part black; the 
wlute gradually lefTenii^ from the outmoft feathers on each fide: 
the legs are black, and four inches long : and the thighs abosre the 
knees are naked for the Ipace of an inch and thtte>-quarters. 

Thcfe birds vary in their cdors, fotne that we have fcen being 
very flightly marked with red, or only marbled with it on the 
breaft : but the refleded form of the bill is ever fufficient to deter- 
mine the fpecies. This is not a very common fpecies in England \ 
we have known it to have been (hot near Hulh^ and have once met 

with 
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with it in a poulterer's (hop in London. Mr« Edwards has figured 
a bird from Hudfo^s B^^ that feems related to this ; but the dif- 
ference in the colors of the tail, forbids our placing it among the 
fynonyms. And Liftnaus omitting a defcriptioa of that part, ia 
his Fauna Suecica^ obliges us to queftion whether it be the fame 
with the above. 



182. Lessbr. La Barge. BeUn a<u. 205.^ Fedoa noftra fecimda^ thaStooe Ploidr* 

The fecond fort of Godwit, tHe Tota- Raiifyn.ofu. 105. 

nus of Jlldro^and\ called at Vtmct^ Limo(k» la Bargt* Briffott ai9k V^ 262* 
Fetola. IFil. orw* 293. Br. ZooL 120» 

MR. Ri^ (for we are not acquainted with, this fpecks) de- 
fcribes it thus. Its weight is nine ounces; the length to 
the tail feventeen inches; to the toes twenty-one; its breadth twen- 
ty-eight : the bill like that of the former : the chin white, tinged 
with red : the neck afli-colored ; the head of a deep afh-color, whi- 
tifli about the eye; the back of a uniform brownnefs, not i^otted 
like that of the preceding : the rump encompaffed mth a white 
ring : the two middle feathers of the tail Mack : the outmoft, tSpc^ 
cially on the outfide web, white almofl: to the tips ; in the jottt the 
white part grew lefs and lefs to the middlemoft. 

Befidcs thefc, Mr. IVilhigbby mentions a third fpecies, called ift 
Cornwal the Stone Curlew ; but defcribes it no farther than faying it 
has a (horter and flenderer bill than the preceding. 



Limofij 
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Limofa, ct glottis. Ge/ktr av. 519, Scolopax glottis. Un.J^ft. 245. 183. Grbbn 

^5*0. Q\\xy Faun.^uec.Jp.i-ju Shank. 

Pivicro, AUr. av* lU. 207 # Pivi«r Maegiore. Zinan, 102. 

GresiXgx Vloytt 9^ dldrovand. JFiL orn^ Ai0r<i^^i> Hoeft-Fugl. 167. Brutmich. 

298. ^r. ZW. 121. 

Rmij^H. «<v. io6» Tfchoket. ScopoUy No. 137. 

THESE birds are not lb common as the former : appearing 
on our coafts and wet grounds in the winter time in fmall 
flocks. The length to the end of the tail is fourteen inches, to Dbscrif. 
that of the t6e6 twenty ; its breadth twenty-five. The bill is two 
inches and a h^ long : the upper mandible black, ftrait, and very 
flender ; the lower refleAs a little upwards : the head and upper 
part of the neck are afli-colorcd, marked with fmall duiky lines 
pointing dovirn : over each eye pafles a white line : the coverts of 
the wings, the fcapularsi and upper part of the back are of a 
brownifti afli-color: the quil-feathers dulky, but the inner webs 
fpcckled with white : the breaft, belly, thighs, and lower part of 
the back are white : the tail white, marked with undulated dulky 
bars : the inner coverts of the wings finely croffed with double and 
treble rows of a dufky color. 

It is a bird of an elegant Ihape, and fmall weight in proportion 
to its dimenfions, weighing only fix ounces. 

The legs are very long and flender, bare above two inches high- 
er than the knees. The exterior toe is united to the middle toe, 
as fir as the fecond joint, by a ftrong membrane which borders 
their fides to the very end. 

Thefe birds are the Chevaliers auxpteds verds of the French *, as 
the fpotted redflianks are the Chevaliers auxpieds rouges. 

Le 
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184. Red Gallinnla erjrtliropas. Gefiur aiv. 504. Sc. Totanus. Faun. Siuc. ^. 167. 

Shank. Totanas. Aldr. a^. III. 171. Rothfufsler. Kram. 3jj. 

Redfliank, or Pool-fnipe. WtL om. Kleiner graa-and-weifbanter SandlcB- 

299. ttfier? Fri/cbf II. 240. 

Rail fin. afo. 107. Hoemantopus, mamitudine inter Va- 
Totanas, le Chevalier. Brtffhn ov. V. nellum et GalTinaginem minorcm 

188. Tab. 17' fig* I* media. Ray* s it in. 247. 

Scolopax Calioris. Lin.fift. 245. Br. Zoo!. 124. 



T 



^HIS fpecies is found oh moft of our Ihores : in the winter 
time it conceals itlclf in the gutters ; and is generally found 
fingle, or at moft in pain 
Dbsckip. \i weighs five ounces and a half: the length is twelve inches : 
the breadth twenty-one : the bill near two inches long, red at the 
bafe, black towards the point. The head, bind part of the neck, 
and fcapulars, are of ft dufky alh-color, obfcurely fpotted with 
black : the back is white, fprinkled with black fpots : the tail ele- 
gantly barred with black and white : the cheeks, under fide of the 
neck, and upper part of the breaft are white, ftreaked downward 
with duiky lines : the belly white : the exterior webs of the quil- 
feathers are duflcy : the legs long, and of a fine bright orange co- 
lor : the outmoft toe connefted to the middle toe by a fmall mem- 
brane } the inmoft by another ftill fmaller. 

It breeds in the fens, and marfhes \ and flies round its neft when 
difturbed, making a noife like a lapwing. It lays four eggs, whi- 
tilh tinged with olive, marked with irregular fpots of black chiefly 
on the thicker end. 

I DIS- 
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I DISCOVERED this in the coUeaion of the Rev. Mr. Green^ 
ihot near Cafnbridgi. 

It is larger than the common redfhank. The head, upper part 
of the neck, and the back are of a cinereous brown : the le0er co- 
verts of the wings brown edged with dull white, and barred with 
black : the primaries dufky, whitifh on their inner fides : feconda- 
ries barred with dufky and white : under fide of neck and bread of 
a dirty white: belly and vent white: tail barred with cinereous 
and black : l^s of an orange red» 



185. Cau- 

BRIDGS. 



Le €ke?ai]fir lODge. SiUnav, 207. 
JIdn av. lU. 171. 



tht odier Totano. XF?/. $/n. 10 

Le Chevalier roage. BriJkiov.Y* 192. 



.y.; 



t86.SPOTTBD 

Rbdshakc. 



THIS fpecics we found in the colleftion of fayltnr ff^te^ Efij. 
In fize it is equal to the greenfhank : the head is of a pale 
afh-color, marked with oblong ftreaks of black : the back duiky, 
varied with triangular fpots of white : the coverts of the wmgs afli- 
colored, ipotted in the fame manner: the quil-feathers duflcy; 
breaft, belly, and thighs white, the firil thinly fpotted with black : 
the middle feathers of the tail are a(h-colored ; the fide feathers are 
whitifl], barred with black : the legs very long, and of a bright 
red. 



Discaip. 



Vol. IL 



Cce 
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1B7. Com- 
mon Sn. 



La Becaffine on Becafleaa. 
"J 



Belou €tv» 



Ge/ner 



CalbnagOy feu rufticola minon 

itv. 503. 
JiUr. a^u. III. 18^. 
The Snipe, or Suite. WtL orn. 29a. 
Raiifin* av, 105. 
La Beccaiiine* Brijpm ofv. V. 298. 

Tab. %6, fig. 1. 
Pizzarda, Pizzardella. Zinan^ 101 • 



Mooft fchnepf. JTr^mr, 352. Fri/cb^U. 

229. 
Scolopax gallinago. Lin.Jyft. 244. 
Horfejok. /"awn. 5«^. ^. 173. 
CapeTla coeleitis. KUin ofv. loo. 
Ijkmdis Myr Snippe. Norvegis TroM 

Ruke. Cimbris quibu/d. HoiTegiQeg. 

Z)^// Dobbelt Sneppe, Steen Sneppe. 

J?r. 160. 
^r. ZW. 121. 
Ko£tza. ^^0/0//, No. 13& 



IN the winter time fnipes are very frequent in all our marfliy and 
wet grounds, where they lie concealed in the rufhes, 6fr. In 
the fummer they difperfe to different parts, and are found in the 
midft of our higheft mountains, as well as our low moors : their 
neft is made of dried grafs ; they lay four eggs of a dirty olive co- 
lor, marked with dufky fpots ; their young are fo often found in 
Englandy that we doubt whether they ever entirely leave this ifland. 
When they are difturbcd rnuch, particularly in the breeding feafon, 
they foar to a vaft height, making a lingular bleating noife ; and 
when they defcend, dart down with vaft rapidity : it is alfo amu- 
fing to obferve the cock (while his mate fits on her eggs) poife 
himfelf on his wings, making fometimes a whiftling and fometimes 
a drumming noife. Their food is the fame with that of the wood- 
cock ; their flight very irregular and fwift, and attended with a 
Ihrill fcream. They arc moft univerfal birds, found in every quar- 
ter of the globe, and in all climates* 

This 
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This fpecies weighs four ounces j the length, to the end of the Dbscrip. 
tail^ is near twelve inches : the breadth about fourteen : the bill is 
three inches long, of a dufky color, flat at the end, and often rough 
like fhagrin above and below. The head is divided lengthways 
with two black lines, and three of red, one of the laft palTmg over 
the middle of the head, and one above each eye : between the bill 
and the eyes is a dufky line : the chin is white: the neck is varied 
with brown and red. 

The fcapulars are beautifully ftriped lengthways with black and 
yellow : the quil-feathers are dufky, but the edge of the firft is 
white, as are the tips of the fecondary feathers : the quil-feathers 
next the back are barred with black and pale red : the breaft and 
belly are white : the coverts of the tail are long, and almoft cover 
it : they are of a rcddifh brown color. The tail confifts of fourteen 
feathers •, black on their lower part, then crofled with a broad bar 
Cf deep orange, another narrow one of black ; and the ends white, 
or pale orange. The vent feathers a dull yellow : the legs pale 
green : the toes divided to their origin. 



^TpHIS fpecies is rarely found in England. A fine fpecimen, 188. Great 
-^ fhot in Lancajhire^ is prefcrvcd in the Mufeum of Jfitm ^nipb. 
Levefy Efq. 

The weight eight ounces. The head divided lengthways by a 
teftaceous line, bounded on each fide by another of black : above 
and beneath each eye is another : neck and breaft of a yellowifh 
white, finely marked with femicircular lines of black : belly, with 
cordated fpots : fides undulated with black. 

C c c 2 Back, 
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Back, coverts of wings, and fcapulars teftaceous, fpotted with 
black and edged with white. Primaries dulky. Tail ruft-colored» 
baried with black. Legs black ? 



1S9. Jack Gid, Jackfnipe, and Jadcock. WU. Pizzardin^. Zinem. loi. 

Snipe* wm, 291. Scolopax gallinala. Lin, Jyfi, 244. 

Rati J^n. an), 1 05. D^ff/j Roer-Sneppe. Brunnich, 163. 

La petite Beccalune. Brijjfon av. V. Haar-Schnepfe,Padel-Schnepfe^KleiQfe 

303. tab. 26. fg. 2. Schnepfe. Fri/chr U. 23 1 ^ 

Pokerl. Scepo/i, No. 139. Sr, Zc^l^ 121. 



THE haunts and food of this fpecies are the fame with thofe of 
the former ; it alfo feeds on fmall fnails : it is much lefs fre- 
quent among us, and very difficult to be found, lying fo dofe as to 
hazard being trod on before it will rife : the flight is never diflant, 
and its motion is more fluggifli than that of the larger kind. 
Beschip. Its weight is lefs than two ounces, inferior by half to that of the 
fnipe; for which reafon the French call them deux pour un^ we the 
balffnipe. The dimenfions bear not the fame proportion; the 
length of the fnipe being twelve inches ; this eight and a half: the 
bill an inch and a half long : crown of the head black, tinged with 
rufl: color ; over each eye is a yellow (troke \ the neck varied with 
white, brown, and pale red. The fcapular feathers narrow, very 
long, brown, bordered with yellow. The rump a glofly bluifh 
purple : the belly and vent white ; the greater quil-feathers duflcy : 
the tail brown, edged with tawny; confiding of twelve pointed 
feathers : the legs are of a cinereous green. 



BILL 



Class II* 



LAPWING, 



3fit 



BILL ftraight, fiender^ not an inch and half long. 
NOSTRILS fmaU. 
TONGUE flcndcr. 

TOES divided ; generally the two outmoft conneded at the bot* 
torn by a fmall membrane. 



XXXL 
SAND- 
PIPER*, 



LeVanneau, Dixhutt^Papcchieii. Sfbm 

uv. 209. 
Zweid. Gffiur jov. 765 • 
Pavonzino. jfldr. av. IIL 202 # 
Pavoncella. Olittaf 21. 
Lapwing, baftard Plover, or PewU. 

fFil cm. 307. 
Vanelltti, le Vanneao,^ Brijin ov. V« 



p4^ tiA. 8. fig, 1. 
Rah Jjn, av. 110. 

Kiwik. Kram* 353, Frtfch^ 11. 213, 
Tringa vanelliu. Lin. J^ft. 248, 
Wipa, Kowipa, Bbecka. Fmm. Sm$c. 

J>* 176 
jyanii Vib^, Kivit. Snanuchy 170. 
£r. ZpqI. 122. Scofoii, No. 141. 



190. Laf- 



npHIS elegant fpecies inhabits moft of the heaths and marfhy 
^ grounds of this ifland. It lays four eggs, making a flight 
neft with a few bents. The eggs have an olive caft, and are fpot« 
ted with black. It is worthy of notice, that among water fowl, 
congenerous birds lay the fame number of eggs ; for example, all 
of this tribe, alfo of the plovers, lay four a-piece; the puffin genus 
only one; and the duck tribe, in general, are numerous layers, 
producing from eight to twenty. 



* This genus, the Tringm of Limueus, wanting an Englifi name, we Iiave 
given it that of the Zandfifm ; moft of the Species bebg converlant above 



ihores; and theirnote whifUing or piping. 



The 
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The young as foon as hatched, run like chickens : the parents 
(hew remarkable folicitude for them, flying with great anxiety and 
clamour near them, ftriking at either men or dogs that approach, 
and often flutter along the ground like a wounded bird, to a con- 
fiderable diftance from their nefl:, to elude their purfuers ; and to 
aid the deceit, become more clamorous when mod remote from it : 
the eggs are held in great efteem for their delicacy -, and are fold by 
the London poulterers for three fliillings the dozen. In winter, 
lapwings join in vaft flocks ; but at that feafon are very wild : their 
flefli is very good, their food being infefts and worms. During 
OSober and Noven^er^ they are taken in the fens in nets, in the 
fame manner that Ruffs are, but are not {)referved for fattening, 
being killed as foon as caught. 
Dbscrip. Their weight is about eight ounces : the length thirteen inches 
and a half : the breadth two feet and a half. The bill is black, 
and little more than an inch long : the crown of the head of a (hi- 
ning blacknefs : the crefl: of the fame color, confiding of about 
twenty flender unwebbed feathers of unequal lengths, the longeft 
are four inches : the cheeks and fides of the neck are white ; but 
beneath each eye is a black line : the throat and fore part of the 
neck are black : the plumage on the hind part mixed with white, 
a(h-coIor and red : the back and fcapulars are of a mofl: elegant 
glofly green ; and the latter finely varied with purple : the lefiler 
covert feathers of the wings are of a refplendent black blue and 
green : the greater quil-feathers black, but the ends of the four firft 
are marked with a white fpot : the upper half of the leflcr quil- 
feathers are black, the lower white : thofe next the body of the 
fame colors with the fcapulars : the breaft and belly are white : the 
vent-feathers and the coverts of the tail orange color : the tail con- 

fifts 
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fifts of twelve feathers } the outtnoft on each fide is white, marked 
on the upper end of the inner web with a dufky fpot ; the upper 
half of all the others are black, tipt with a dirty white; their low- 
er half of a pure white: the legs are red : the irldes hazeL 

The female is rather lefs than the male. 

Merrety in his Pinax^ p. 182. fays, that there is in Cornwal a 
bird related to this \ but lefs than a thrufh, having blue feathers^ 
and a long creft. 



Le pluvier gris. Melon a<v, 262. Vanellas grifeus, le Vanneau gm« igi* Gkbt. 

Pivier montano. AUr* av. III. 207. Brijfon a*u* v. 100. tab* ^' fig* !• 

WtL om» 309. Piviero montano. Zinan, 102. 

Rait£fn, am. 1 1 1 . Bombolmis Floyte-Tyten, Dolken, Brun" 

Tringa fquatarola. Lin,fyft, 252. nUh^ 176, 

Faun, Suec./p. 186. Br, ZooL 122. Scofoli^ No. 145. 



IT weighs feven ounces : the length to the tip of the tail is twelve DBscMPt 
inches : the breadth twenty- four : (he bill black, about an inch 
long,, ftrong and thick : the head, back, and coverts of the wings 
black, edg^d with greenifh alh*color, and fome white : cheeks and 
throat white,, marked with oblong dulky fpots: the belly and thighs 
white : the exterior webs of the quil-feathers black : the lower part, 
of the interior webs of the four firft white : the rump white : the 
tail marked with tranfverfe bars of black and white : the legs of a 
dirty green : the back toe very fmall. 

Thefe appear in fmall flocks in the winter time, but are not ve- 
ry common : their fleih is very delicate. 



Avis 
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€92. RuFP. Avis pugnax, Mr, av. ILL 167. Le Combattaint, oa Paoti de tecf. 

WiL om. 302. Brijffon a<v. v. 240. tab. zi. 

Raiijyn. av. 107. , J>anis Bruafhane. Brunnich^ 168. 
Krofslcr. Krcan. 35 2, Streitfchnepfe, Rainpfh»hnleiii. Frifchy 

Tringa pqgnax. Lin,fyft. 24.7. II. 232, 235. 

Braihane. taun.BuecJp. Vj^. Sn Z0OL 12^. Scopoir, lio. i^O. 



THE males, -or Rt^s^ affume fuch variety of colors in fcvc- 
ral parts of their plumage, that it is fcarce poflible to fee 
two alike \ but the great length of the feathers on the neck, that 
gives name to them, at once diftinguiihes thefe from all other birds« 
DsscRip. On the back of their necks is a fingular tuft of feathers fpreading 
wide on both fides. Thefe, and the former, in fome are black % 
in others white, yellow, or ferruginous ; but this tuft and the ruffs 
frequently differ in colors in the fame bird. The feathers that bear 
an uniformity ^f coloring through each individual of this fex, are 
the coverts of the wings, which are brown inclining to a(h-color : 
the featliers on the breaft, which are often black or duffcy : the 
four exterior feathers of the tail, which are of a cinereous brown ; 
and the four middle, which are barred with black and brown : the 
bill is black towards the eftd ; red at the bafe. The legs in all, are 
yellow. In moulting they lofe the charafter of the long neck-fea- 
thers, nor do they recover it till after their return to the fens the 
fpring following. It is then they regain that ornament, and at the 
fame time a fet of fmall pear (haped yellow pimples break out in 
great numbers on their face above the bill. 
The Sfags or male birds of the firft year want thefe marks, and 

have 
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have fomedtnes been miftaken for a new fpecies of ^ringa ; but 
they may be eafily known by the colors of the coverts of the wings, 
and the middle feathers of the tail. 

The older the birds are^ the more numerous the pimples, and 
the fuller and longer the ruffs. 

The length of the male to the tip of the tail is one foot, the 
breadth two; of the i?^^^ ten inches, the breadth nineteen: the 
weight of the former when juft taken is feven ounces and a half^ 
of the latter only four. 

The Reeves never change their colors, which are pale brown : 
the back fpotted with black, (lightly edged with white : the tail 
brown; the middle feathers fpotted with black: the bread and 
belly white : the legs of a pale dull yellow. 

Thefe birds appear in the fens in the earliefl: fpring, and difap- 
pear about Michaelmas. The Reeves lay four eggs in a tuft of 
grafs, the firft week in M^, and fit about a month. The eggs 
are white, marked with large rufty fpots. Fowlers avoid in gene- 
ral the taking of the females, not only becaufe they are fmaller 
than the males ; but that they may be left to breed. 

Soon after their arrival, the males begin to billy that is to coUeft 
on fome dry bank near a fplafh of water, in expeftation of the fe- 
males, who refort to them. 

Each male keeps pofleffion of a fmall piece of ground, which it 
runs round till the grafs is worn quite away, and nothing but a 
naked circle is left. When a female lights, the ruffs immediately 
fall to fighting. I find a vulgar error, that ruffs muft be fed in 
the dark lead they fhould deftroy each other by fighting on admif- 
fion of light. The truth is, every bird takes its iland in the room 
as it would in the open fen. If another invades its circle, an attack 

Vol. II. D d d is 
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is made, and a battle enfues. They make ufe of the lame aftion 
in fighting as a cock, place their bills to the ground and fpread 
their ruffs. I have fet a whole room full a fighting by making them 
move their ftations; and after quitting the place, by peeping through 
a crevice, feen them refume their circles and grow pacific. 

When a fowler difcovers one of thofe bilb^ he places his net over 
tiight, which is of the fame kind as thofe that are called clap or day 
nets^ only it is generally fingle^ and is about fourteen yards long 
and four broad. 

The fowler reforts to his ftand at day break, at the diftanoe of 
one, two, three, or four hundred yards from the nets, according 
to the time of the feafbn; for the later it is, the fhyo* the birds 
grow. He then makes his firft pull, taking fuch birds that he 
finds within reach : after that he places his ftuft birds or ftales to 
entice thofe that are continually traverfing the fen. An old fowler 
toW me, he once caught forty-four birds at the firft hawl, and in 
all fix dozen that morning. When the ftales are fet, feldom mote 
than two or three are taken at a time. A fowler will take for^ 
or fifty dozens in a feafon. 

Thefe birds are found in Line$infl)irey the JJle of Ely ^ and in the 
caft riding of Tarkjhire * ; where they are taken in nets, and fatten- 
ed for the table, with bread and milk,, hempieed, and fomedmes 
boiled wheat ; but if expedition is required, fugar is added, which 
will make them in a fortnight's time a lump of fat: they then fell 
for two (hillings or half a crown a piece. Judgement is tequired 
in taking the proper time for killing them, when they are at the 

* They viiit a place called Martin-Men in Lancajhire^ the latter end diMarA 
or beginning of Jfril^ but do not continue there above three weeks* 

higheft 
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higheft pitch of fatnefs, for if that is negieflsd, the birds are apt 
to fall away. The method of killing them is by cutting off their 
head with a pair of fciilars : the quantity of blood that UTues is 
very great, confidering the fize of the bird. They are dreffed like 
die woodcock, with their iateftines ; and, when killed at the crit> 
cal time, fay the Epicuresy are reckoned the moft delicious of all 
morfels. 



• 38? 



Jf^L om. 30i« 

Raii jSm* av. loS. 

Edw, avm 2j6, 

Lc Canut. Bri^H av. V. 258. 

Tringa canutas. Lin, Jyft. 25 !• 

FoMH. Suec. J^. 183. 



IJlandis Sidlingar-Kall. Nor^uegis Fuere- 193. Knot, 

Pift. Fiaer-Kj^rv, Fiser-Muos. Bom- 

Mmss^ Rytteren. Brunnkk. Ttiuga 

maritima. i8z. 
Br. Zcel. I23« 



npHE fpecimens that we had opportunity of examining, differ a 
•* little in colors, both from Mr. WiUugbhf% defcription, and 
from Mr. Edwards's figure : the forehead, chin, and lower part of 
the neck in ours were brown, inclining to afh color : the back and 
fcapulars deep brown, edged with alh color : the coverts of the 
wings with white, the edges of the lower order deeply fo, forming 
a white bar: the breaft, fides, and belly white; the two firft 
ftreaked with brown : the coverts of the tail marked with white 
and dufky fpots alternately : the tail afh colored, the outmofl fea- 
ther on each fide white: the legs were of a bluifh grey; and the 
toes, as a fpecial mark, divided to the very bottom : the weight 
four ounces and a half. 



Dbscilip* 



Dddi 



Thcfe 
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Thcfe birds, when fattened, are preferred by fomc to the ruffs 
themfelves. They are taken in great numbers on the coafts of 
Lincolnjhirey in nets fuch as employed in taking ruffs ; with two or 
three dozens of ftales of wood painted like the birds, placed with- 
in : fourteen dozens have been taken at once. Their feafon is 
from the beginning of Augufi to that of November. They difap- 
pear with the firft frofts. Camden * fays they derive their name 
from king Canute^ Knute^ or Knout^ as he is fometimes called ; pro- 
bably becauie they were a favorite dilh with that monarch. We know 
that he kept the fcaft of the purification of the Virgin Mary with 
great pomp and magnificence at Ely^ and this being one of the fen 
birds, it is not unlikely but he met with it there +. Sbakefpear in 
his Othello, fpeaking of Roderigo (if Mr. Theobald's reading is juft) 
makes the Knot an emblem of a dupe : 

" I have rubb'd this young Knot almoft to the fenfe ; 
" And he grows angry.*' Othello. 



194. Ash Tringa cinerea. Brunnkb. omith. 53. Braun und Weisfbanter Sandloeuffer? 
Colored. Br. Zool. 124. Fri/ch, II. 237. 



Descrip. /TpHIS fpecies weighs five ounces : the length is ten inches : the 

'^ breadth nineteen : the head is of a brownifh a(h color, fpotted 

with black : the whole neck alh color, marked wich dufky oblong 



• Camden Brit. 971 

t Dugdale on embankingy 185. 

ftreaks ; 
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ftreaks : the back and coverts of the wings elegantly varied with 
concentric femicircles of afli color, black and white : the coverts 
of the tail barred with black and white : the tail a(h colored, edged 
with white : the bread and belly of a pure white : the legs of a 
greenifh black : the toes bordered with a narrow membrane, finely 
icolloped. 

Thefe birds appear on the Ihores of Ftintfiircj in the winter time^ 
in large flocks. 



THIS fpecies is in the colleftion of Mr. Tunftalj is of the fize 195. Brown. 
of a jack-fnipe. The bill is black : the head, upper part of 
the neck, and back, are of a pale brown, (potted with black: 
coverts of the wings duflcy, edged with dirty white : under fide of 
the neck white, ftreaked with black : the belly white : tail cine- 
reous : legs black. 
Bought in the London market. 



Spotted Tringa. E^liv. aw. 277. Tringa macularia. Lin. fyft. 249^ ,^j. Spot- 

Turdas aqaaticu8> la Grive d'Eau. Br. ZpoI. 124. T£0^ 

BrifoH aw. V. 255, 



^^HIS bird is common to Europe and America ; according to 
^ Mr. Edwards^^ figure, it is lefs than the preceding. 
The bill is of the fame colors with that of the red fhank : the Dbscrip. 
head, upper part of the neck, the back and coverts of the wings, 

arc 
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are brown, inclining to olive, and marked with triangular black 
fpocs : above each eye is a white line : the greater quil-feathers are 
wholly black, the leifer tipt with white : the middle feathers of the 
tail are brown : the fide feathers white, marked with duiky lines : 
the whole under fide, from neck to tail, is white, marked with 
dusky fpots : the female has none of thefe fpots, except on the 
throat : the legs of a dusky flefix color. Mr. Edwards imagines 
thefe to be birds of pafTage •, the bird he toke his defcription from 
was (hot in Ejjex. 



197. Black. li^R. BoltOH favored us with a defcription of this fpecies (hot in 
^^^ Lincolnjhire. 

Descrip. It was the fize of a thru(h : the beak ihort, blunt at the point 

and dusky : the noftrils black : the irides yellow : the head imall 
and flatted at top : the color white, mod elegantly fpotted with 
grey : the neck, fhoulders, and back mottled in the fame manner, 
but darker, being tinged with brown \ in fome lights thefe parts 
appeared of a perfect black and glofly : the wings were long : the 
quil-feathers black, eroded near their bafe with a white line : the 
throat, breaft, and belly white, with faint brown and black fpots 
of a longifii form, irregularly difperfed \ but on the belly become 
larger and more round ; the tail fhort, entirely white, except the 
two middle feathers, which are black : the legs long and flender^ 
and of a reddilh brown colon 



fringa 
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Tringa Gambetta. Lin. /yfi. 248. Totamis ruber. Brijhn V. 192. &«. 198. Gaw- 

/"^ff. *9»f. No. 177. fali^ No. 142, 3ET. 

Gambetta. WiU mm. yx^. Rcai fyu. Tringa varicgata. Bruimich. Yio.\^\. 
4ifo* 1 17. Jildr. uv. 



npHlS ^des is of the fizc of the Creen-Jbank : the head, badj^ 
^ and breaft cinereous brown, fpocted with dull yellow : the 
coyerts of the wings, fcapulars, cinereous^ edged with yellow: the 
primaries dusky : the fliaft of the firft feather white : belly white : 
tail dosky, bordered with yellow : legs yellow. 
This fpecies has been ihot on the coaft of Uncolfifinu. 



Tomitoney or Sea Dottrel. 97/. em* La Coixlon*diaii(}, Arenaria. Srijin 199. Tvrh- 

311. av. V. 132. STOKI. 

CiU. Carol. I. 72. Tringa Morinellas. Lin. ^ft. 249. " 

Morinellas Marinas. Rait Jyn. an. £^. ZooL 125. 
112. 



^TpHIS fpecies is about the fize of a thruflj : the bill is an inch Deschif. 
^ in kngtftj a littfe prominent on the top; is very ftrong; 
black at the tip, and at the bafe whitifii : the forehead and throat 
arc afh colored : the head, whole neck and coverts of the wings 
arc of a deep brown, edged with a pale rcddiOi brown : the fcapu- 
lar feathers arc of the fame color, very long, and cover the back: 
that and the rump are white ; the laft marked with a large triangu- 
lar black fpot : the tail confifts of twelve feathers, their lower half 

is 
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is white, the upper black, and the tips white : the quil-feathers 
are dufky, but from the third or fourth the bottoms are white, 
which continually increafes, till from about the nineteenth the fea- 
thers are entirely of that color : the legs are fliort and of an orange 
color. 

Thefe birds take their name from their method of fearching for 
food, by turning up fmall ftones with their ftrong bills to get at 
the infeds that lurk under them. The bird we toke our dcfcrip- 
tion from was (hot in Sbropjhire. Mn Ray obferved them flying 
three or four in company on the coafts of Ccrnwal and Mmone^bjbire : 
and Sir Thomas Brawn of Norwich difcovered them on the coafl: of 
Norfolk ; communicating the pi6bure of one to Mr. Ray^ with the 
name of Morinellus marinus^ or fea dottrel. « 



200» Hebri« Tringa interpres. Lin* fyft. 248. Faun. 141. 

PAL. ^u€c. No. 178. Arenaria, Le Coulon-chaud. Brijhn 

Turnftone from Hud/on* s Bay. £dw. V. 132. 



'TpHIS fpecies is often fhot in the north of Scotland^ and its 
-*• iflands j alfo in North America. 
Is of the fize of a thrufh : forehead, throat, and belly white : 
breaft black: neck furrounded with a black collar; from thence 
another bounds the (ides of the neck, and pafles over the forehead*: 
head and lower part of the neck behind white ; the firft ftreaked 
with dufky lines : back ferruginous, mixed with black : coverts 
of the tail white, crofTed with a black bar : tail black, tipt with 
white; coverts of the wings cinereous brown j the lower order 

edged 
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edged with white : primaries and fecondaries black ; the ends of 
the lafl: white : tertials ferruginous and black : legs rather (hort, 
and of a full orange. 



CiQcltts. Belcn a'o* 2 1 6. 239. * 20 1 • G x. e B K • 

Gallinae aquatics fecunda fpecies de Faun, Suec, fy* 180. 

nov. adje£l. Gefiter an/. $11. Le Beccafleaa on Cul-blanc^ Tringa. 
Giarolo, Cearoncello. ^Jdr, av. Ill, Brijbn av* V. 177. fa^. 16.^. i. 

185. Dofitj Horfe-Gioeg. J/landis HroiTa* 
The Tringa of JUrevand, fTiL em* eaukr. Norvegis Skodde Foil, Skod- 
. 300. de-FngU Jor&eed. Makkre»Gottk» 

Ration, anf, io8. Rces Jouke* SntHmcb^ 183* 

Tringa ochropus. Lin* Jyft^ 251. Br* ZoaL 125. 
Weupanotirto Sandlieuffer« Frifihf IL 



nr^HIS beautiful fpecies is not very common in thefe kingdoms. 
^ ^ The head and hind part of the neck are of a brownifbafh* Descrip. 
color, ftreaked with white; the under part mottled with brown and 
white : the back, fcapulars, and coverts of the wings are of a duflcy 
green, glofly and refplendent as filk, and elegantly marked with 
fmall white fpots : the lefler quil-feathers of the fame colors : the 
under fides of the wings are black, marked with numerous white 
lines, pointing obliquely from the edges of the feather to the (haft^ 
reprefcnting the letter V : the rump is white ; the tail of the fame 
color : the firft feather plain, the fecond marked near the end with 
one black fpot, the third and fourth with two, the fifth with three, 
and the fixth with four. 

Except in pairing time^ it is a folitary bird : it is never found 

near the lea*, but frequents rivers, lakes, and other frelh waters* 

Vol. II. £ e e In 
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In France it is highly efteemed for its delicate taile ; and is taken 
with limed twigs placed near its haunts. 

Mr. Fkifcber favored us with a bird from Denmark^ which, in . 
all refpefts, refembled this, except that the fpots were of a pale 
ruft color. Linnaus defcribes it under the title of Tringa Uttoreay 
Faun. Suec. fp. 185. but we believe it does not differ fpecifically 
from that above defcribed. 



202. Red. Tringa Icclandica. tin. fyjt. inter ad- Tringa ferrnginca. IJlandis Raadbriflaa* 
tUnda. ger. Brunnicb^ No. i8o. 

THIRDS of this fpecies have appeared in great flocks on the coaft 
-*^ oiEJftXy on the eftate of Col. Schutx. 

Crown of the head fpotted with black and ferruginous. The 
lower fide of the neck, the brcaft, and belly of a full ferruginous 
color : back marked with black and ruft color : coverts of the 
wings aiK color : l^s black: bill ftrong, an inch and a half long ; 
the whole length of the bird ten inches. 



303. Abbr. La Maubcchc tachetce. Brijfim V. 229 ? 



DB£N. 



^T^HIS was communicated by the late Doftor Damd Skene of 
•** Aberdeen. 

Bill flender and black : head, back, leflfer coverts of the wings, 
and the fcapulars, of a dull ferruginous color, ipotted with black i 

the 
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the greater coverts tipt with white : quil- feathers dufky, edged on 
the exterior fide with white : bread reddifti brown, mixed with 
dufky: belly and vent white : tail cinereous; two middle feathers 
longer than the reft : legs black ; fize of the former. ^p 



Gallinula hypoleucos (Fyfterlin). Gef^ Snappa,St^andAttare.F^nMr.^tf^r.^. 182. 204. Com* 

ntr a'u. 509. Guinetta, la GuignetCe. Briglbn ^v. mon. 

Aldr. arv. III. 182. V. 183. taB. 16. Jig, i, 

WiU om, 301. Norwegis der lille MyrftikkeL Boru'- 

Raii Jj^n, a'u, 1 08. holmis ViiXtn, Brunnichj 174. 

SandJaafferl. Kram* 35 3^ Br, ZooL 125. 

Tringa hypoleucos, Lin. Jyft»^ 250. Martin's Scopoli, Np. 143. 

THIS fpec]^ agrees with the forn^erin its manners and haunts; 
but is more common : its note is louder and more piping 
than others of this genus. Its weight is about two ounces : the Descrif. 
head is brown, llreaked with downward black lines y the neck an 
obfcure afli color : the back and coverts of the wings. brown, mix- 
ed with a glofiy green, elegantly marked with tranfverfe du/ky 
lines : over each eye is a white ftroke : the breaft and belly are of a 
pure white: the quil- feathers are brown, the firft entirely fo, the 
nine next marked on the inner web with a white (pot: the middle 
feathers of the tail brown ; edges fpotted with black. and pale red : 
the exterior tipt and barred with f?hite: the legs of a dull pale 
green. 



E e e 2 WU. 



39^ DUNLIN* CtAss It 



205. DvN- fnl em. 205. DanJs Domfneppe, Ryle. Brumucb^ 
LIN. Raiijyn. tvu, 109. 167, & 173. 

TriDga alpina. Lin. fyft. 249. Kleinfte Schnepfe, or Kletnfte Sandloenf- 
Faun, Suec. fp. 181. fer. Frifch^ II. 2-1I, 

La Beccaffine d'Angleterre. Brijin av, Br. ZeeL 126. tab. fig. 2. 
V. 309. 

^TpHIS fpccics is at once diftinguifhed from the others by the 
Descrip, a fingularity of its colors. The back, head, and upper part 
of the neck are ferruginous, marked with large black fpots : the 
lower part of the neck white, marked with fhort dulky ftreaks: 
the coverts of the wings afh color : the belly white, marked with 
large black fpots, or with a black crefcedt pointiog towards the 
thighs : the tail afh colored, the two middle feathers the darkeft : 
legs black : toes divided to their origin. In fize it is fuperior to 
that of a lark. Thefe birds are found on our lea coafls ; but may 
be reckoned among the more rare kinds. They lay four eggs of a 
dirty white color, blotched with brown round the thicker end, and 
marked with a few fmall fpots of the fame color on the fmaller end. 
I received the eggs from Denmark i but as I have fhot thefe birds 
in Afgy^ and again in jiuguft^ on the fhores of FUntJbire^ fuppofe 
they breed with us ; but I never difcovercd their neft. They arc 
- -common on the Torkftrire coafts, and efteemed a great delicacy. 



L'Alloucttc 
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L'AUoaette de Mer. Bihn av. zi$» av» no. 206, Pvrrb«' 

Cinclus five Motacilla Maritima, Lyf- N. Com, Fetr. IV. 428. 

iklicker. Gtfmr av. 616. L'Alloaette de Mer, Cinclas. Briffon 
Giarolo. JUr. aw. III. i8d. aw. Y. iii. tab. i^. fg. i. 

The Stint, ff^l. cm. 305. Tringa cinclus. Lin. Jyft. 251. 

Stinty in Bujftx the Ox-eye« Rait Jyn^ Br. ImI. 126. 



^TpHIS bird weighs about an ounce and a half: length fcvcn Descrif. 
^ inches and a half: extent fourteen inches : the head and hind 
part of the neck are a(h colored, marked with dulky lines : a white 
ftroke divided the bill and eyes : the chin white : underfide of the 
neck mottled with brown : the back is of a brownifh aih color : 
the bread: and belly white : the coverts of the wings and tail a dark 
brown, edged with light afh Color or white : the greater coverts 
dulky, tipt with white : the upper part of the quil- feathers dusky, 
the lower white: the two middle feathers of the tail dusky, the reft 
of a pale afli color, edged with white : the legs of a dusky green ; 
the toes divided to their origin. The bill an inch and a half long, 
flender and black \ Irides dusky. 

Thefe birds come in prodigious flocks on our fea coafts during 
the winter: in their flight they perform their evolutions with great 
regularity; appearing like a white, or a dusky cloud, as they turn 
their backs or their breafts towards you. They leave our ihorcs 
in fpring, and retire to fome unknown place to breed. 

They were formerly a well known difli at our tables \ known by 
the name of Stints. 



THIS 
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;to7»LiTTLE. ripHlS is the left of the genus, fcarcely equalling a hedge fpar- 
-•• row in fize. The head, upper fide of the neck, the back, 
and coverts of the wings brown, edged with black and pale rufty 
brown. Breaft and belly white. • 

The greater coverts dusky, tipt with white : the primaries and 
fecondaries of the fame colors. The tail dusky. Legs black. 

This fpecimen was communicated to me by the Rev. Mr. Green^ 
of Trinity College^ Cambridge \ and was fliot near that place in 
September. It is common to North America and Europe. 



BILL 



Pl.IJDCJI. 



2fy2o*i, 



RED SAND-PIPER. 




GOLDBN PLOVER 




aAssIL G O L D E N P L V E R; 
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BILL ftrait, no longer than the head. XXXli. 

NOSTRILS linear. * PLOVER. 

TONGUE 

TOES, wants the hind toe. 



Le Plnvier Guillemot. Bdon at). 260. DaleketrUs Akerhona^ Lappis Hutti^ 208.G0LDBN. 

Pluvialis. Ge/ner a'v, 714. Faun, ^uee, /p. 190. 

Pivier. Aldr. av. III. 206. Plnvialis aufcft, Ic Pluvier dore. Brijfmk 

WiL orn, 308. ay, V. A3, ^ab. 4.^. i. 

Raiifyn.an). ill. Piviero verde. Zinan, 102. 

Brachhennl^ Kram. 354. N^r'uegu Akerloe, Cimbris £jrok-%Fagl. 

Rechter Brachvogcl. Fri/ct, IL tiy. Brunmcb, 187. 

Characbias Pluvudis* Un.fyft. 254* Br. ZooL iiS. 



THIS elegant fpecies is often found on our moors and heaths, 
in the winter time, in fmall flocks. Its weight is nine DEsbaip* 
ounces : its length eleven inches : its I>readth twenty-four : the biff- 
is Ihort and black : the feathers on the head, back, and coverts of 
the wings are black, beautifully fpotted on each fide with light 
yellowifh green : the bread brown, marked with grecnift oblong 
ftrokes : the belly white : the middle feathers of the tail barred 
with black and yellowifli green: the reft with black and browns 
the legs black. We have obferved fome variety in thefe birds, but 
cannot determine whether it is owing to age or fex : we have leen , 
fi>me with black bellies, others with a mixture of black and white ; 
others with bluifh legs, and fome with a fmall claw in the place of 
the hind toe. 

They 



4O0 LONG LEGGED PLOVER. Class 11. 

They lay four eggs, (harply pointed at the lefTer end, of a dirty 
white color, and Irregularly marked, efpecially at the thicker end, 
with black blotches and Ipots. It breeds on feveral of our unfre- 
quented mountains ^ and is very common on thofe of the ifle of 
Runty and others of the loftier Hebrides. They make a (hrill 
whittling noife : and may be inticed within Ihot by a fkilful imita- 
tor of the note. 

This fpecies, on account of its fpots, has been fuppofed to have 
been the Pardalis of Ariftotk : but his account of the bird makes 
no mention of that diftindion : perhaps he thought that the name 
implied it. The Ramans feem to have been unacquainted with the 
plover : for the name never once occurs in any of their writings. 
We derive it from the French Pluvier, pource qi^on kprend mieux 
en iemps pbivieux gtten nuUe autre faifon*. 



309. LoNO Ifi grand Chevalier d'ltalie. Belon Sihb. Scot. 19. TaL 11. 13. 

Lbgobd. ' ^^^ Pmr. d^Oyfeauxy 53. L'Echafle. BriJpmeeu.V. 33. Tai. 3. 

Aldr, €tv. III. 176. fig* I. 

Gefner av* 546. Cbaradrius himantopas. Lin.£fft. 25;. 

Himantopus. WiU om* 297. ScopoUy No. 148. 

RaiiJ^n. av. 106. Br. ZmI. 128. add. plates. 



THIS is the mod Angular of the Britifib birds. The legs are of 
a length, and weaknefs greatly difproportioned to the body, 
which is inferior in fize to that of the green plover : this, added 
to the defeft of the back toe, mud render its paces aukward and 

* Bihtt Oy/eamx, ^60, 

infirm. 



r 



n.'Lxxm. 



j^^m 
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Class II. DOTTREL: 

Hifirra. The naked part of the thigh is three inches and a half 
long; the legs four and a half[: thefir, ^^4 the feet are of a blood 
red : the bill is blacky above two inches long. The length from 
its tip to the end of the tail is thirteen inches : the br(iadch from tip 
to tip of the wing twenty-nine inches : the forehead, and whole 
under fide of the body are white : the crown of the head, back, 
and wings black : on the hind part of the neck are a few black 
Ipots : the tail is of a greyifh white : the- wings when clofed extend 
far beyond it. Thefe birds are extremdy rare in thefe iflands : Sir 
Robert Sibbald records a brace that were fhot in Scotland:- another 
was fhot a few years ago on Stanton-Harcourt common near Oxford^ 
and we have feen them often in the cabinets of the curious at Paris^ 
taken on the Frmcb coafts. 
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Morinellus avis anglica. Ge/nerav* 615. 

H^L orn, 309. 

Raiijyn, av. ill. 

Camiten, Brit. I. 570. 

Piuvialis minor, five morinellus, le 
petit Pluvicr, ou le Guignard. Bri/" 
Jon av. V. 54. Tab, 4. /jf . 1.. 



. Charadnus morinellu3. Lin.fyfl. 254. 
Lappis Lahal. F^iun. Suec. fp^ i88. 
Caii opufe, 96. 

Cimhris Pomerants Fugl. Norvegis Bold 
TicBt. Mindre Akerloe. Brunnicb, 
185. 
Br. ZooL 129. 



210. Dot- 
trel. 



THE female dottrel, according to Mr. iVtUugbbj^ weighs more 
than four ounces ^ the male above half an ounce lefs. The 
length of the female ten inches \ the breadth * nineteen and a half: 
the male not fo large. The bill black, ilen^er, depreiTed in the 
middle, and not an inch long: the forehead, lop and back of the 
head black, the former fpotted ^ith white ^ a broad white ftroke 
Vol. II. Fff that 



Dbscrip. 
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that pafTes over the eyes, furrounds the whole: the cheeks and 
throat are white : the neck of a cinereous olive color : the middle 
of the feathers of the back, and coverts of the wings and tail olive ; 
but their edges of a dull deep yellow : the quil-feathers are brown, 
with brown Ihafts ; but the exterior fide and the fliaft of the firft 
feather is white. The tail confifts of twelve feathers of a brown 
olive color, barred near their ends with black, and ti{^d with 
white. The breaft and (ides are of a dull orange color; but im- 
mediately above that is a ^ine of white, bounded above with a very 
narrow one o£ black. The belly (in the male) is black : thighs 
and vent-feathers white : legs yellowilh green : toes dufky. 
Female. The colors of the female in general are duller: the white over 

the eye is lefs ; and the crown of the head is mottled with brown 
and white. The white line crofs the breaft is wanting. The belly 
is mixed with black and white. 
Place. Thefc birds are found in Camhridgejhirej Lincoln/hire^ and Derkf^ 

Jhire : on Lincoln-heathy and on the moors of Berlyjbire they are 
migratory, appearing there in fmall flocks of eight or ten only in 
the latter end of Aprils and ftay there all May and part of June^ 
during which time they are very fat, and much efteemed for their 
delicate flavor. In the months of April and September they arc 
taken on the Wiltjhire and Berkjhire downs : they are alfo found in 
the beginning of the former month on the fea fide at Meales in 
Lancajhire^ and continue there about three weeks, attending the 
barly falk>ws : from thence they remove northward to a place call- 
ed Leyt^n Haws, and ftay there about a fortnight ; but where they 
breed, or where they rcfide during winter, we have not been able 
to difcover. They are reckoned very fbolifli birds, fo that a dull 
fellow is proverbially called a Dottrel. They were alfo believed to 

mimick 
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mimick the adion of the fowler ; to ftretch out a wing when he 
ftretched out. an arm, dpc. continuing their imitation^ regardlefs of 
the net that was fpreading for them. 

To this method of taking them, Michael Draytm alludes in his 
panegyrical verfes on Coryate's Crudities : 

Moft worthy man with thee It is eren thus^ 
As men take Dottrels, fo haH thou u'en us ; 
Which as a man his arme or leg doth fet^ 
So this fond hird will likewiie counterfeit. 

At prefent, fportfmen watch the arrival of the DoUrels^ and 
Ihoot them 9 the other method having been long difufed. 



Charadrios fiye hiaticula. Jldr. av. ^^S^; Faun> Suec. Jp. 187. zii.Ringeo 

III. 207* Plumlis torqoata minor, le petit Piu- 

IFiL orn, 310. vier a collier. Briffon anj, V. 63. 

Rmifyn. av. II2* Tab. 5. fig^ 2. 

Griefshennl. Kram. 3^4. Sor^^^n/i Proefle-Kraire, Sand-Vrifter. 

Charadrius hiaticula. Lin. Jyft. 253. Brunnicb, 184* Frifch, II. 214. 
^e^el\y No. 147. Sea Lark. Br^ ZooU U. 383. 

Strandpipare, Grylle, Trulls, Laffis 



IT weighs near two ounces. The length is feven inches and a Dbscrip. 
half; the breadth fixteen : the bill is half an inch long; the 
upper half orange color; the lower black; from it to the eyes is 
a black line; the cheeks are of the fame color ; the forehead white, 
bounded by a black band that pafTes over from eye to eye ; the 
crown of the head is of a fine light brown ; the upper part of the 
neck is incircled with a white collar ; the lower part with a black 

F f f 2 one ; 
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SANDERLING. Class IL 

one 5 the back and coverts of the wings of a light brown ; the 
bread and belly white ; the tail brown, tipt with a darker fliade ; 
the legs yellow. 

Thefe birds frequent our (hores in the fummer, but are not no- 
merous. They lay four eggs of a dull whitifh color, fparingly 
fprinkled with black : at approach of winter they difappear. 



212. Sand- Sanderling, or Carwillet. fHL om. beche grife. Brijfon av, V. 256. 

ERLINC. 303. Tab. 20* fg. 2, 

Jtaiifyn. au. 1 09. Charadriua Caladris, Lin,J^ft. 25 5 » 

Towillee. Borla/e hift, Cornival, 247. Br. ZooL l2g. add, 'phiXes. 
Calidris grifea minor, la petite Man- 



W 



' E have received this fpecies out of Lancajhire ; but it is 
found in greater pknty on the Cornijh fhores, where they 
Descrip. fly in flocks. The fanderling weighs little more than one ounce 
three quarters. Its length is eight inches \ extent fifteen. Its bo- 
dy is of a more flender form than others of the genus. The UU is 
an inch long, weak and black. The head, and hind part of the 
neck are alh-colored, marked with oblong black (treaks ; the back 
and fcapulars are of a brownifli grey, edged with dirty white ; the 
coverts of the wings, and upper parts of the quil-feathers duflcy : 
the whole under fide of the body is white ; in fome flightly clouded 
with brown. The tail confifts of twelve (harp pointed feathers of 
a deep alh color \ the legs are black. 



BILL 



PI. liXxrr 



JSTf 2IS. 



OYSTBR- CATCHBB.. 




Class II. 



OrSTER, CATCHER. 
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BILL long, comprefled, the end cuneated. 
NOSTRILS linear. 

TONGUE, a third the length of the biU. 
TOES^ only three. 



xxxin. 

OYSTER 
CATCHER, 



La Pie, BecalTe de mer. BeUft av. 205^ 

Haematopos. Gefntr aro, 548. 

AUr, av. IIL 176. 

JFsL orn, 297. 

Raiijyn, av. lOC. 

L'Hutrier, Pie die mer. Brtjfon am. v« 

38. tiib, 3. fg, I. 
The Oyfter Catcher. Cat. Carol. I. 85. 
Hoematopus oftralegus . Lin. fyft. 257. 
Maripitt^ Strandikjura, Faun. Sutc. 



Pica marina, Csii t^pttfc, 6z* 

N- Cem. P^tr, iv, 415, 

Tirma, or Trilichaii. M^rim*s <v^, St. 
Kiida. 55, 

IJlandii mas Tialldur, fccmifta Tilldra. 
Ferc€7ijti^(ti Kiclder. Nf^r%^€^h TicM 
¥. Kidd, Glib, iStrand^Skiiit^, i>^tii$ 
Strand-Skade. Mrunnuh^ iSg* 



2I3< 



FlEU. 



k 



SEA Pies are very common on moft of our coafts -, feeding on 
marine infefts, oyfters, limpets, &c. Their bills, which are 
comprefled fideways, and end obtufely, arc very fit inftruments to 
infinuate between the limpet and the rock thofe fhells adhere to ; 
which they do with great dexterity to get at the fifli. On the coafl: 
of France^ where the tides recede fo far as to leave the beds of oyf- 
ters bare, thefe birds feed en them ; forcing the (hells open with 
their bills. They keep in fummer time in pairs, laying their eggs on 
the bare ground : they lay four of a whitilh brown hue, thinly 
fpotted and ftriped with black : when any one approaches their 
young, they make a loud and (hrill noife. In winter they aflem*- 

ble in vaft flocks, and are very wild. 

Weight 
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Descrip, Weight fixteen ounces; length feventeen inches. Bill three 
inches, compreffed, obtufe at the end, of a rich orange color: 
irides crimfon : edges of the eye-lids orange; beneath the lower a white 
fpot« Head, neck, fcapulars, and coverts of the wings a fine black; 
in fome the neck marked with white : wings duiky, with a broad 
tranfverfe band of white: the back, breaft, belly, and thighs white: 
tail (hort, confifts of twelve feathers ; the lower half white ; the 
end black : legs thick and ftrong ; of a dirty flefli color : middle 
toe conneded to the exterior toe as far as the firft joint by a ftrong 
membrane ; the claws dulky, ihort and flat. 



BILX 



Pl.xxxv: 



JiTpi^^. 



^WATER-RAIL. 




CRAKE OAUJKUIiB. 



^P!ix6* 




Class IL R A I L. 
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BILL (knder, ji little conjprcflcdg and fliglil^ incurvated. ^- xxxrv. 
NOSTRILS finalL RAIL, 

TONGUE rough at ^ end. 
TAIL very fliort* •, 



LeRaflciioir. /^^^-^-"^'^ Rallw KietriciM. Lin./y^.tSi. 214, Water. 

05. Ra21u» aquaticus, le Rafle d'Eau* ^r/>^ 

Ralla a^natica. JJdr. ofV^JlL 17^' Jimav. 151. /4^* 12* /^. :»• ^ci^iSr* 

Watcr-iBl, Bilcock, or Brook OuzeU No 155. 

IF//. «r». 314. Nor<vegh Vand-Rixc. Feroenfibus Jord* 

Raiij/yn. ofv. 11$. Koene. Brunnich, 193. 

Wafier hennl Kram. 348* .fir. ZW. 130. 



THE ijO'atcr rail IS a bird of a Wng flender body, with fhort 
concave wings. It delights lefs in flying than running; which 
it does very fwiftly along the edges of brooks covered with bufhes : 
as it runs, every now and then flirts up its tail; and in flyiiig hangs 
down its legs : aftions it has in common with the water hen. 

Its weight is four ounces and a half. The length to the end of Descrip, 
the tail twelve inches : the breadth fixtcen. The bill is flender, 
flightly incurvated, one inch three quarters long : the upper man- 
dible black, edged with red; the lower orange colored: the irides . 
red : the head, hind part of the neck, the back, and coverts of 
the wings and tail are black, edged with an olive brown ; the bafe 
of the wing is white ; the quil-featters and fecondaries dufky : the 
throat, breafl:, and upper part of the belly are afli-colored : the 

fides 
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fides under the wingS as far as the rump finely varied with black 
and white bars. The tail is very Ihort, confifts of twelve black 
feathers ; the ends of the two middle tipt with ruft-color ; the fea- 
thers immediately beneath the tail white. The legs are placed far 
behind, and are of a dulky flelh-color. The toes very long, and 
divided to their very origin; though the feet are not webbed, it takes 
the water; will fwim on it with much eafe ; but oftener is obferv- 
ed to run along the furface. 

. This bird is ptoperly fui generis^ agreeing with no other, fo forms 
a feparate tribe. M. Briffbn and Unnaus place it with the land 
Rail, and Mr. Ray with the water hens, which have their peculiar 
chara6l:ers, fo very diftinft from the Rail, as to conftitute another 
genus, as may be o^ferved in the generical table preceding this clafs. 



BILL 



Class n. SPOTTED GALLINULE. 
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BILL thick at the baiie floping to the point, the upper mandible 

reaching far up the forehead, callous. 
WINGS fliortand concave. 
BODY comprcfled. 
TOES long, divided to the origin. 



XXXV. 
GALLI- 

NULE. 



Gallinula ochra (Wynkernell). Gefiur. 

av. 513. 
Porcellsuia, PorzaoLa, Grugnetto. JUr. 

av. IIL 181. 
Grinctte. JFsI. em.Jp.S. p. 315. 
RaiiJ^n. flw. 115. ^. 7. 
RflUttt aqoat. minor, five Maruetta^ le. 



petit Rafle d*£au, on la Marouette, 

Brijfon ivu. V. 155. tab, 13. fig, !• 
Couchouan on Marouette, Argenv. 

LitboL ^33. tab, 25. 
Kleines gefprenkeltes WaiTerhuhn. 

Fri/cbf II. 211. 
Rallus porzana. Lin^JSuft. 262. 
Br. ZooL 130. 



215. Spot* 

TSD. 



THIS fpecies is not very frequent in Great Britain^ and is faid 
to be migratory. Inhabits the fides of fmall dreams, con- 
cealing itfelf among the buflies. Its length is nine inches; its 
breadth fifteen : its weight four ounces five drachms. The head 
is brown, ^tted with black ; the neck a deep olive, fpotted with 
white % from the bill beyond the eyes is a broad grey bar : the fea- 
thers of the back are black next their fhafcs, then olive colored, an4 
edged with white : the fcapulars are olive, finely marked with two 
fmall white fpots on each web : the legs of a yellowilh green. 



DEscaip. 



Vot. II 



Ggg 
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CRAKE GALLINULE. Class 11; 



fti6» Crake. Le Rafle rouge oa dc Genet. Btkn mt* 

212. 

Ortygometra^ Crex. Gefntr av* 3619 

Mr. ofu. til. 170. 

Rail» or Daker Hen. WiL tm. 170. 

fbiL Tranf. II. 853. 
Ittuijyn, av^ $8. 
Corn-crek. Zih. Scot. 16. 
Com-craker. Martinis Wtft. IJUt^ 71, 
Rallus geniftaronit le Rafle de Genet, 



ou Roi des Cailles. Srijin av* V. 

159. Tab. t$* /g. 2. 
WachteUkonig. Kram. 349. 
RallasCrex. Lin.fyft.. 261. 
Angfnarpa, Korknarr, Sqrdreifwer, 

Faun. Suit. J^. 194. 
Dams Sc Now. Vagtel-KoBge. Aker- 

Rixe. Skov-Snarre» Vw^tgis fiuhuf- 

dam Agerhoene. Bnmmcip 192. 
Sr. Zool. 131. 
Roftz. ScofoUp No. 154. 



rriHIS fpecies has been fuppofed by fome to be the fame witk 
^ the water rail, and that it differs only by a change of color 
at a certain feafon of the year : this error is owing to inattention to 
their charafters and nature, both which differ entirely. The bill 
of this fpecies is ibort, Itrong, and thick ; formed exactly like that 
of the water hen, and makes a generical diftindion. It never fre- 
quents watery places, but is always found among corn, grafs, 
broom, or furze. It quits this kingdom before winter ; but the 
water rail endures our fliarpeft feafons. They agree in their aver- 
fion to flight ; and the legs, which are remarkably long for the (ize 
tipf the bird, hang down whilft they are on the wing; they truft 
their fafety to their fwiftnefs of foot, and feldom are fprung a fecond 
time but with great difficulty. The land rail lays from twelve to 
twenty eggs, of a dull white color, marked with a few yellow fpots; 
notwithftanding this, they are not very numerous in this kingdom** 
Their note is Angular, rcfcmbling the word Crex often repeated. 

They 
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Class 11. COMMON GALLINULE. '411 

Thcjr are in greateft plenty in Angkfeoj where they appear about 
the twentieth of jfyriU fuppofed to pafs over from Irdand^ where 
they abound : at their firft arrival it is common to (hoot ieven or 
eight in a morning. They are found in mod of the Hebrides^ and 
the Orknies. On their arrival they are very lean, weighing only fix 
ounces ; but before they leave this ifland, grow fo fat as to weigh 
above eight. 

The feathers on the crown of the head, hind part of the neck, Dbscrik 
and the back, are black, edged with bay color : the coverts of the 
wmgs of the fame color ; but not fpotted : the tail is (hort, and of 
a deq> bay : the belly white': the legs afli-colored. 



La Poulette d'ean. Belonav. 211. GalUnella aquatica^ Porzanone. Zinan^ 217. Com- 
Ein wafierlicii. Ge/ner m;. coi.* lOp. mon. 

Chloropus major noftra* JUr. av. HI. WailerheniU. Ktam. 358. 

177. Rothblaeffige Kleine Waflerhuhn. fri/ch. 
Common Water-hen, or Moor-hen. II. 209. 

JFih om. 312. Fttlica chloropus. Lin.fyft. 258* 

RmiJSfn.iW, 1 12. Brumtich, 191. ScopoU^ No* 153. 

Gdhinnla, la Poale d'eam Brijon av« Br. Zoci. 131. 

Vt. 3, Tak u 

THE male of this.fpecies weighs about fifteen ounces. Its Dbsgrip. 
lenglJi to the end of the tail fourteen inches : the breadth 
twenty-two. The crown of the head, hind part of the neck, the 
back, and coverts of the wings are of a fine, but very deep olive 
green. Under fide of the body cinereous : the Chin and belly mot* 
ded with white : quil feathers and tail dufky : exterior fide of the 
firft primary feather, and the ridge of the wings white : vent black : 
feathers juft beneath the tail white : legs dufky green. The colors 

G g g 2 of 
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of the plumage in the female, are much lefs brilliant than that 
of the mak : in llze it is alio inferior. Mr. Willugbby in his de- 
fcriptioa takes no notice of the beautiful olive glois of the pfaimage 
of thefe birds ; nor chat the bill afllimes a fuller and brighcer red 
in the courting feafon. 

It gets its food on graiTy banks, and borders near frefh waters, 
and in the very waters, if they be weedy. It builds upon low trees 
and Ihrubs by the water fide; breeding twice or thrice in the fum- 
mer ; and when the young are grown up^ drives them away to flii& 
£ c G s. fot* themfclvcs. They lay feven eggs of a dirty white color,, thinly 
fpotted with ruft color. It ftrikes with its bill like a hen ; and' In 
the fpring has a fhrill call. In flying it hangs down its legs : ia 
running often flirts up its tail, and (hews the white feathers* We 
may obferve, that the bottoms of its toes are fo very flat and broad 
(to enable it to fwim) that it feems the bird that connefts the 
cloven-footed aquatics with the next tribe ^ the fin toed. 



Sect* 



pt. UQsyr. 



jyr^2i^^2^ 
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Sect. It FIN-FOOTED BIRDS. 



BILL ftrait and (lender. XXXVL 

NOSTRILS minute. ^RoVkf " 

BODY and LEGS like the Sand-piper. 
TOES fumifhed with fcalloped membranes^ 



Grey Coot footed Tniiga* Edw. av. Tiinga Lobata. Un.fyfi. 249^ %\%. Grxyv 

r\S. Faun* Suec Jp. 179, 

Tra»/l Vol. ^o. Mrminichy 171. 

LePhalarope. JBriffon av* YL 12. Br.ZooL 126* * 



THIS is about the fizc of the common Purre^ weighing one Dbscrif* 
ounce. The bill Mack, not quite an inch long, flatted on 
the top, and channeled on each fide ; and the noQrils are placed in *"' 
the channel^ : the eyes are placed remarkal?ly K\^\\ in the head ; 
the forehj8*d white : the crown of the head covered with a patch of 
adii^/'hHe, fpotjte4 with white and a pale rcddifli brown ^ the 
left of the head, and whole under part of the neck and body are 
white : the upper part of the neck of a light grey : Uie back and 
rump a deep dove color, marked with d«dky fpots : the edges of 
the fcapulhrs are dull yellow: the coverts dulky; the lower or larg- 
er tipt and ^dg^d with white: the eight, firft quil-feadiens dulky; 
the ibafts white \ the lower part of t^e inteiior fide white : the 

fmalkr 



♦r4 



RED PHALAROPE. Class II. 

fmallcr quil-feathcrs are tipt with white : the wings cbred, reach 
beyond the tail : the feathers on the back are eidier wholly grey or 
black, cdgpd on each fide with a pale red : the tail dufty, edged 
with alh^olor: the legs are of a lead color: the toes extremely 
fingular, being edged with fcoUoped membranes like the coot: four 
fcoUops on the exterior toe, two on the middle, and the fame on 
the interior ; each finely ferrated on their edges. 

This bird was fliot in Torkflnre^ and communicated to us by Mr. 
Edwards, 



219. R B D. Mr. jAnfif^% fmall cloven footed Gull. Larus fidipes alter noftras. lUUiJ^n. av» 
Wil. om. ^55. 132. 

Ray*t colledion of Englijb words, &c. Ed<w, av. 143. 

p. 92. Tringa hyperbores. Lifujyft. 249* 



THIS fpecies was Ihot on the banks of a frefh water pool on 
the ifle oi Stronfa^ May 1769. 
It is of the fize of the Purre. The bill is an inch long, black, 
very flender, and ftrait almoft to the end which bends downwards : 
the crown of the head, the hind part of the neck and the coverts of 
the wings are of a deep lead color ; the back and fcapulars the 
fame, ftriped with dirty yellow: the quil-fi^athers dusky; thefhafts 
white : crofs the greater coverts is a ftripe of white : the chin and 
throat white : the under part and fides of the neck bright ferrugi- 
nous : the breaft dark, cinereous : belly white : coverts of the tail 

barred 
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barred with black and white; tail Ihort, cinereous: legs and feet 
black. 

Mr. Rfff faw thb fpecies at Brignal in Torhfi^ini Mr. EJwarif 
received the fame kmd from North America^ being common to the 
North of Europi and America. 



Short 



4i€ COOT. Clam II. 



XXXVII. Short thick BILL, wkh a callus extending tm the forehead. 

COOT •-' » 

NOSTRILS narrow and pervious. 

TOES furnilhed with broad fcalloped membranes. 



220. Com- La PouUe d'eau« S^iw.iSi. Rohr^hennly Blasfl. Kram. s^j* 

M N. Fulica recentiorum. - Ge/her a^v/^go. Weifblaeffigc groffc Waffcrhuhn. Fri/ci, 
Follega, Follata, Falca. Jldr. av* U. 208. 

in. 399 42* Fulica atra. Lin.j^Ji, 257. 

JTil. orn. 319. Blasrklacka. Faun. Suec./p^ 193. 

Raiijyn.av. 116. J!)^7ff//Vand.Hoene> Bles-Hoene. Bru»m. 
La Foalque, on Momlle. Brijpm ofo. nhb^ 190. 

VI. 23. tab, 2. /^. I. Br. ZooL 132. ^ 

Folaga, o Poioa. Zinan. io8. Lifka. Scopoli, No. 149. 



DBscaip. / I "^HESE birds weigh from twenty-four to twenty-eight ounces. 
Jl Their belly is a(h-colored ; and on the ridge of each wing 
is a tine of white : every part belides is of a deep black : the legs 
are of a yellowifh green : above the knee is a yellow fpot. 

Coots frequent lakes and ftill rivers : they make their nefl: a- 
mong the rufhes, with grafs, reeds, &cc. floating on the water, fo 
as to rife and fall with it. They lay five or fix large eggs, of a 
dirty whitifii hue, fprinkled over with minute deep ruft color fpots^ 
and we have been credibly informed that they will fometimes lay 
fourteen and more. The young when juft hatched are very deform- 
ed, and the head mixed with a red coarfe down. In winter they 
often repair to the iea : we have feen the channel near Southampton 
covered with them : they are often brought to that market, where 

they 
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Class n. GREAT COOT. 417 

they are expofed to fale, without their feathers, and fcalded like 
pigs. We once faw at Spalding^ in Lincolnjhire^ a coot fhot near 
that place that was white, except a few of the feathers in the wings, 
and about the head. 



PuHca aterrlma. Lin. 2$8. Scopoli, La grand foulaue ou la Macroule. 22it Great* 

No. 150. £njhn av. VI. 28. 

Greater Coot. WiL orn. 320. Btlon 182. 



THIS fpecies differs from the preceding only in its fuperior 
lize; and the exquifite blacknefs of the plumage. 
Difcovered in Lancajhire afld in Scotland. 



Vol. II. H h h BIIX 
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XXXVm. BILL ftrong, ftrait, (harp pointed, 
GREBE-. TAIL, none. 

LEGS flat, thin, and ferrated behind with a double row of 
notches. 



a»2. Tippet, Colymbus major. G^er av. i^S. Raii J^n. 4w* ii^. 

Aldr. av. III. 104. Colymbus, la Grebe* Briffon w* Vt 
Greater Loon, or Arsfoot. WiL orn* 34. tab. 3. fig. i. 

339. Colymbus urinator. L/«. J^ft. tt^. 
Greater Dobchick. EJ*w. av. 360. Scepeh\ No. 102, 

fig. t. Br. ZoqL 133, 



THIS difFers from th^ great crefted Grebe in being rather lefs, 
and wanting the creft and ruff. The fides of the neck are 
ftriped downwards from the head with narrow lines of black and 
white : in other refpefls the colors and marks agree with that bird. 
This fpecics has been (hot on iLofierne Mere in Cbejbire^ is rather 
fcarce in England^ but is common in the winter time on the lake of 
Geneva. They appear there in flocks of ten or twelve : and are 
killed for the f«ke of cheir beautiful fkins. The under fide of 
them being dreft with the feathers on, are made into muffs and tip- 
pets ^ each bird fells for about fourteen fhillings. 

* The Grebes and Diinn are placed in the fame genus, /« e. of Colymii, by 
Mr. lU^ and Llnnaus \ but the difference of the feet, forbade our judicious friend, 
M, Bjiffm^ from continuing them together 1 whofe example we have followed. 

Grand 
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Grand Plongeon de riviere. Bilon av. 

178. 
Ducchel. Ge/ner av* vfi. 
Aldr, anj. HI. 104. 
Avis pngnax 8va. Aldr^ 169. 
Greater crefted and Homed Doncker. 

WiL om. 340. 
Aih-colored Loon of Dr. Brown, ibid. 

Rati J^n, tvo. 124. 
Fhtt^s bifi. Staff, 229. tab. 22. 
The Cargoofe. Charkton ex. 107. 
Pit. Gasc 1. tiA. 43.^. iz* 



Colymbus criftatus. Lin* jS^ft. 222% 

Scopclu No. 99. 
Faun. Suec. fp, 151. 
La Grebe hupce. Briffon av. VI. 38. 

tah. 4. et Colymbiu cornatua. 45. 

tab. 5. Jig. 1. 
SmergOy Fifolo marino. Zinan. 107. 
Danis Topped og Halikraved Dykker, 

Topped Hav Skioere. Brunrnch^ 135. 
Gehoernter Scehahn, Noerike. Frifch^ 

IL 183. 
Br. Zoo/. 132. 



223. Great 
Crested. 



^npHIS fpecies weighs two pounds and a half. Its length is 
■*^ . twenty-one inches : the breadth thirty : the bill is two inches 
one-fourth loi^j red at the bafcj black at the point: between the 
bill and the eyes is a ftripe of black naked ikin : the irides are of a 
fine pale red : the tongue is a third-part (horter than the bill, Hen- 
der, hard at the end, and a little divided i on the head is a large 
duflcy creft, fcparatcd in the middle. The cheeks and throat are 
furrounded with a long pendent ruff, of a bright tawny color, 
edged with black : the chin is white: from the bill to the eye is a 
black line, and above that a white one : the hind part of the neck, 
and the back are of a footy hue : the rump, for it wants a tail, is 
covered with long foft down. 

The covert feathers on the fecond and third joints of the wing, 
and the under coverts are white : all the other wing feathers^ ex* 

H h h 2 cept 
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cept the fecondaries, arc duflcy, thofe being white : the breaft and 
belly are of a moft beautiful filvery white, gloffy as fattin, and 
equal in elegance to thofe of the Grebe of Geneva ; and are applied 
to the fame ufes : the plumage under the wings is dulky, blended 
with tawny : the outfide of the legs, and the bottom of the feet 
are dufky : the infide of the legs, and the toes of a pale green. 

TJjefc birds frequent the Meres of Sbropjhire and Chejhire^ where 
they breed; and in the great Eaft Fen in Lincoln/hire^^ vfhere they 
are called Gaunts. Their (kins are made into tippets, which arc 
fold at as high a price as thofe that come from Geneva. 

This fpecies lays four eggs, white, and of the fize of thofe of a 
pigeon ; the neft is formed of the roots of bugbane, (talks of water 
lilly, pond weed, and water violet, floating independent among 
the reeds and flags ; the water penetrates it, and the bird fits and 
hatches the eggs in that wet condition ; the neft is fometimes blown 
from among the flags into the middle of the water : in thefe cir- 
cumftances, the fable of the Halcyon's neft, its fluSivaga domus^ as- 
Statins expreflfes it, may in fome meafurc be vindicated. 

FluAivagam fie faepe dbmum^ madidofque penates 
Haley one deferta gemit ; cum plgnora faevas 
Aafter, et algentes rapuit Thetis invida nidos. • 

Thiaid, lib. ix« 360; 

It is a careful nurfe of its young, being obferved to feed them 
moft afliduoufly, commonly with fmall ells j and when the infant 
brood are tired, will carry them either on its back or under its 
wings. This bird preys on fifli, and is almoft perpetually diving: 

it 
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Class II. 



EARED GREBE^ 



It does not fhew much more than the bead above water, and is very 
difficult to be fhot, as it darts down on the appearance of the left 
danger. It is never feen on land ; and though diilurbed ever fa 
often, will not fly farther than the end of !tte lake. Its (kin is out 
of feafon about February j lofing then its bright color : and in the 
breeding time its bread is almoft bare. The flefh of this bird is 
exceflively rank : but the fat is of great virtue in rheumatic pains, 
cramps and paralytic contraftions. 



4««. 



Eared dobduck. Edw. av. 96. ^» z. 
La Grebe a Oralles. Brijfon av* VI. 

54- 
Colymbus auritus. Lin% fyft. zzi* Sce-^ 

poli. No. 100. 



Ncrvigis Sav-Orre, Soe-Orre. Jfar#- 224* Earbd. 

Mmis Soe-Hoene. IJlatiifis Flaueikitt. 

Bru9Utub^ 156. 
Br^ ZoqL 133. 



'TpHE length ef this %ecies to the rump is one foot ; the extent 
^ twenty-two inches : the bill black, flender and very (lightly 
recurvated: the iriV/^j crimfon : the head and neck are black; the 
throat fpottcd with white : the whole upper fide of a blackifh 
brown, except the ridge of the wing about the firft joint, and the 
fecondary feathers, which are white : the breaft, belly, and inner 
coverts of the wings arc white : the fubaxillary feathers, and fome 
on the fide of the rump, ftirruginous : behind the eyes, on each 
fide, is a tuft of bng looie ruft colored feathers, hanging back- 
wards : the legs of a duiky green. 

Tbelc 
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Thefe birds inhabit the fens near Spalding^ where they breed. I 
have feen both male and female, but could not obferve any exter- 
nal difference. They make their nefl: not unlike that of the crefted 
grebe ^ and lay Somx or five fmall white eggs. 



22$. Dusky. The black and white Dobchick. Ed<w. /oumv.Yl.^6. 
ofv^ 06. ySjf. I. Br. ZooL 133. 

ColymDus minor, la petite Grebe. Brif- Colymbas nigricans? Seifclt, No. 10 1. 

Dbscrip. 'TpHE length from the bill to the rump eleven inches : the extent 
'*' of wings twenty : the bill was little more than an inch long. 
The crown of the head, and whole upper fide of the body duiky : 
the inner coverts, the ridge of the wing, and the middle quil-iea- 
thers were white ; the reft of the wing dulky : a bare ficin of a 
fine red color joined the bill to the eye : the whole underfide from 
the breaft to the rump was a filvery white : on the thighs were a 
. few black fpots. In fome birds the whole neck was afh colored : 
fo probably they might have been young birds, or different in/ex. 
Inhabits the Fens of Lincoln/hire. 



Le 
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LITTLE GREBE. 



A^ 



Le CaftagneuZ) oa Zonctt. Selon am^ 

177. 
Mergalas flayiatilis (Ducchelin, Arfs- 

fttls). Ge/mr av. 141. 
Trapazorola arzauolo^ Piombfau Aldr. 

av. III. loj. 
Didappcr, Dipper, Dobchick, fmall 

Doucker, Loon, or Arsfoot. fFil om. 



Rait fyn* mv. 125. 

Colymbus iluviatilisi la Grebe de Ri- 
viere, ou le CafUgneux* BriJJhitav^ 
VI. 59. 

Colvmbas anritiis. Lin. Jyfi^ 223. 

Kleiner Seehahn, or Noerike. Frifcbp, 
II. 184. 

Faun, Suec, /p. 152. 

Br, ZooL 134. 



226.LXTTLB» 



THE weight of this fpccics is from fix to fcven ounces. The 
length to the rump ten inches : to the end of the toes thir- 
teen: the breadth fixteen. The head is thick fet with feathers^ 
thofc on the cheeks, in old birds, are of a bright bay i the top of 
the head, and whole upper fide of the body, the neck and breaft, 
are of a deep brown, tinged with red : the greater quil-feathers 
duiky : the interior webs of the lefier white : the belly is a(h color- 
ed, mixed with a filvery white, and fome red : the legs of a dirty 
given. 

The wings of this fpecies, as of all the other, are final], and the 
legs placed far behind : fo that they walk with great difficulty, and 
very feldom fly. They truft their fafety to diving ; which they do 
with great fwiftnefs, and continue long under water. Their food 
is fi(h, and water plants. This bird is found in rivers, and other 
frefli waters. It forms its nefi: near their banks, in the water *, but 
without any faftening, fo that it rifes and falls as that does. To 
make its nefi: it coUefts an amazing quantity of grafs, water-plants, 
&c. It lays five or fix white eggs *, and always covers them when 

it 
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it quits the neft. It (hould fcem wonderful how they are hatched, 
as the water rifes through the* nefl:, and keeps them wet ; but the 
natural warmth of the bird bringing on a fermentation in the vege- 
tables, which are f\jM a foot thick, makes a hot bed fit for the 
purpofc. 



^27. Black ^^R, with a black chin. Fore part of the neck ferrugiaous: 
vJT hind part mixed with dulky. Belly cinereous and lilver ifi« 
termixed. Rather larger than the lad* 
Inhabits Tiree^ one of the Hebrides. 
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Section III. WEB-FOOTED BIRDS, 



BILL long, flendcr, ve(y thin, dcprcffed, bending upwards. 
NOSTRILS narrow, pervious. TONGUE Ihort. 
LEGS very long. FEET palmatcd. Back toe very fmall. 



xxjax. 

AVOSET. 



H^urviroftra. Gifirerav, 231. 
Avofetta, Beccoiiorto, Beccoroella. 

Spbzago d'acqaa. jfUr* av. III. 

114. 
HP?/, ont, 321. 
RaiiJjfH. av. 1 17, 
The Scoopen Charltw iM» 102. 
The crooked Bill, Dotfs kifi. Harwich, 

40a. 
TloU*s bift. Staff: 231. 



Aro&tta, L'Avocette. Brijmav. VI. 228. Scoop- 
538. Tab. dij.fg. 2. INO. 

Krumbfchnabh Kram, 348* 

Recufviroiba Avofetta. Lin* fift. 256* 
Sccpolij No. 129. 

SkaHiacka» Alfit. Fam. Smc^/f* 191. 

Danis Klyde^^ottfogl, ForkeertK^* 
Ipove. Br, 188. 

Br.^ZooL 134. 



AN Avofet that we fhot weighed thirteen ounces. Its length 
to the end of the tail was eighteen inches, to that of the toes 
twenty-two : the breadth thirty. This bird may at once be diftin-^ 
guifhed from all others, by the Angular form of its bill ; which is 
three inches and a half long, flender, comprelTed very thin, flexible, 
and of a fubllance like whalebone \ and contrary, to the bills of other 
birds, is turned up for near half its length. The noftrils are nar- 
row and pervious : the tongue fhort : the head very round : that, 
and half the hind part of the neck black ; but above and beneath 
Vol". II. I i i each 
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each eye is a fmall white fpot : the cheeks, and whole under ficfe 
of the body from chin to tail is of a pure white : the back, exterior 
fcapular feathers, the coverts on the ridge of the wings, and fome 
of the Icfler quil- feathers, are of the fame color 5 the other corerts, 
and the exterior fides and ends of the greater quil feathers, arc 
black : the tail confifts of twelve white feathers : the legs are very 
long, of a fine pale blue color, and naked far above the knots : 
the webs dulky> and deeply indented : the back toe extremely 
fmalL 

Thefc birds are frequent in the wiiriten. on the ftiores of this king- 
dom: in Gloucefierjbire^ 2X the S^wsrn^s Mouthy and fometimes on 
the lakes of SbrapJUre. We have feen them in confiderable num- 
bers in the breeding feafon near Fojfdike Wajh in Uncclnjhire. Like 
the lapwing when difturbed they flew over our heads, carrying 
their necks and long leg^ quite extended, and made a flirill noifa 
(Twit) twice repeated, during the whole time. The country peo- 
ple, for this reafon, call them Telpers v and fometimes diftinguilh 
them by the name of PkarinL They feed on worms and infcdts^ 
that they fcoop with their bills out of the fand ; their iearch after 
food is frequently to be difcerned on our Ihores by alternate femi- 
• circular marks in the fand, which ftiew their progrefs. They lay 

two eggs about the fize of thofe of a pigeon, white tinged with. 
green, and marked wkh large black fpots. 



BILL 
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BILL ftrong> thick, comprefTed. XL. AUK. 

NOSTRILS linear; placed near the edge of the mandible. 
TONGUE almoft as long as the bill. 
TOES,, no back toe* 



Goiffttgel. Chjuexot. ifyj, m. VI. 85. 7WJ. 7. iio. Cheat. 

Penguin. Wormi^ 300. Eforokitfok *. Crantx^t GreenL I. 8i;. 

WUlcrn. 323. Alca impennis. LinJjyft. 210. 

Kaiifyn. av. 119. /*airjr. ^«rr. fy. 140. 

£i/<i«;. ^pv. 147. tJUmdis Gyr^Y Geyrfuel. Norve^s Pi- 

Marth^s 'u&y. St» £jtia* 27* aert, Anglemaage, rengoin, Brillt^ 

Avis, Gore dida. ^#^. ^rp/. III. 22. fagl* Bnmmcbf 105. 

Alca major^ le grand Pbgoin. BrifM Br. Zod. 136. 

ACCORDING to Mr. Mdriiny this bird biwds on the ifle of 
St. Kilda ; appearing there the begianiiig of May, and re- 
tiring the middle of June. It lays one egg, which is fix inches 
long, of a white color; fome are irregularly marked with purplidi 
lines croffing each other, others blotched with black and ferrugi- 
nous about the thicker end : if the egg is taken away, it will not 
lay another that feafon. A late writer f informs us, that it does 
not vifit that ifland annually, but fometimes keeps away for feveral 
years together ; and adds, that it lays its egg dofe to the lea- 
mark ; being incapable, by reafon of the fhortnefs of its wbgs, to 
mount higher. 

• Or little wing. 

t Macaulqy^s hiji. St. KiUa. p. ij;6. 

I i i 1 The 
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Dbsc&ip. The length of this bird, to the end of its toes, is three feet ; the 
bill, to the corner of the mouth, four inches and a quarter : part 
of the upper mandible is covered with fliort, black, velvet lik6 
feathers-, it is very ftrong, compreffcd and marked with feveral 
furrows that tally both above and below : between the eyes and 
the bill on each fide is a large white fpot : the reft of the head, the 
neck, back, tail and wings, are of a glofly black : the tips of the 
lefier quil-feathers white : the whole under fide of the body white : 
the legs black. The wings of this bird are fo fmall, as to be ufe- 
lefs for flight : the length, from the tip of the longeft quil-feathers 
to the firft joint, being only four inches and a quarter. 

This bird is obferved by feamen never to wander beyond fiuni* 
ings\ and according to its appearance they direft their meafures^ 
being then aflured that land is not very remote. Thus the modern 
failors pay refpeft to auguries^ in the fame manner as Arifiopbanes 
tells us thofe oi Greece did above two thoufand years ago. 

Ilfoef n Ti; oei Ta;y o^w ficentvo/jiw Vf f < tS 9r^if, 

Avts. 597, 
From birds, in failing men inftrndions take. 
Now lye ia port \ now fail and profit make» 
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Razor*bill^ Auk, Miirre. WiL orn, AIca torda. Lin.fyjt. 210. 230. Razor- 

325. Tord, Tordmule. Fawn. Sstec. J^. 139. bill. 

Raiijyn.av. 119* JVtfrv<^w Klab-Alkc, Klympc. IJIandis 

The Falk, MartitCs ^voy, St.Kilda. n* Aulta, Klombr^ Itlumburnevia. 

The Marrot. ^b. bifi. Fife, 48. GroeffUmiis Awarfuk. Dams Alke. 

Edw, «v. ^58. fg. 2. Bruwuchf 100. 

Alca, le Pmgoin. Brifon av. VI. 89* Br, ZooL 136. Scf^U, No. 94. 
?«*» 8./^. i.^ 

THESE fpccies weigh twenty-two ounces and a half. The Dbscrip. 
length about eighteen inches : the breadth twenty^feven. 
The bill is two inches long, arched, veiy ftrbng and Iharp « the 
edges ; the color black : the upper mandible is marked with four 
tranfverfe grooves ; the lower with three ; the wideft of which is 
white, and erodes each mandible. The infide of the mouth is of 
a fine pale yellow : from the eye to the bill is a line of white : the 
head, throat, and whole upper fide of the body are black ; the 
wings of the fame color, except the tips of the lefler quil-featheri, 
which are white : the tail confifts of twelve black feathers, and is 
iharp pointed : ^he whole under fide of the body is white : the legs 
black. 

Thefe birds, in company with the Guillemot^ appear in our feas Placiv 
the beginning of February j but db not fettle on their breeding ^ 

places till they begin to lay, about the beginning of May. They 
inhabit the ledges of the highefi: rocks that impend over the fca, 
where they form a grotefque appearance •, fitting clofe together, 
and in rows one above the other. They properly lay but one egg 
apiece, of an extraordinary fize for the bulk of the bird, being 
three inches long : it is either vfrhite, or of a pale fea green, irregu- 
larly 
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larly fpottcd with black : if this egg is dcftroycd, both the auk and 
guillemot will lay another ; if that is taken, then a third : they 
make no neft, depofiting their egg on the bare rock : and though 
fuch multitudes lay contiguous, by a wonderful inftinft each diftin- 
guilhes its own. What is alfo matter of great amazement^ they fix 
their egg on the fmooth rock, with fo exa£t a balance, as to fecure 
it from rolling o(F; yet fhould it be removed, and then attempted 
to be replaced by the human hand, it is extremely difficult, if not 
impoffible to find its former equilibrium. 

The eggs are food to the inhabitants of the coafts they frequenti 
which they get with great hazard ^ being lowered from above by 
rc^)es, trufting to the ilrength of their companions, whofe footing 
is often fo unliable that they are forced down the precipice, and 
perifti together. 



231. Black Alca minof^ le petit pingun. Brijfbn Alca atiifalcala. StuMticJ^ 102. 
Billed. a^, VI. 92. Ta&. S, Jig, 2. JBr. 2^oL i^jn 

Alca Pica. Lin.j^ft, 210* 

DsscRip* 'T^HIS weighs only eighteen ounces: the length fifteen inches 
-*■ and a half: the breadth twenty-five inches. The bill is of 
the fame form with the Auk's, but is entirely black. The cheeky 
chin, and throat are white ; in all other refpeds it agrees with the 
former fpecies : we can only obferve, that^this was (hot in the win- 
ter, when the common fort have quitted the coafts. 

When this bird was killed, it was obferved to have about the 
neck abundance of lice, refembling thofc that infefl: the human 
kind, only they were fpottcd with ycUpw. 

the 
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The JIca Bahhica of Brunnicb^ No, 115, a variety in all refpefts 
like the common kind, only the under fide of the neck white, is 
fometimes found on our coaft^. 



Paphihas angGcns. Ge/ker av. 725. 

Pica marina JUr^ av. III. 92. 

Puffin, Cooltemeby Sec. WiL om. 

Kmifyn^ «v. I20. 

Ednjf. av 358. fig !• 

The Bowger Martin*! *iny, St» Kilia. 

34- 
Fratercola, 1e Macareux. Brijfou av» 

YI. 81. taKb.fig. u 



Cast opufc, 97; 

Anas ardica. Chfii Ex9i. 104. 

Alca ardica. Liu. fyft. 211. 

Faun, Suec/p. 141. 

IfianMs it Normeg, Londe, bujus pidli' 

Lund Toller. Danis lilandik Pape- 

goye. Brunnici, 103. 
See^ Papagey, or See-Taucher. Frifcb^ 

11. 102. 
Br.ZooU 135. 
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THIS bird weighs about twelve ounces : its length is twelve DBscmr; 
inches : the breadth from tip to tip of the wings extended, 
twenty-one inches: the bill is fliort, broad at the bafe, comprefTed Bill* 
on the fides, and running up to a ridge, triangular and ending in 
a. (harp point: the bafe of the upper mandible is fl:rengthene^ with 
a. white narrow prominent rim full of very minute holes : the bill is 
of two colors, the part next the head of a bluifli grey, the lower 
part red : in the former is one tranfverfe groove or furrow, in the 
latter three: the fize of the bills of thcfe birds vary: thofe of Prieft^ 
holm IJle are one inch and three quarters long; and the bafe of the 
upper mandible one inch broad : but in the birds from the Ifle of 
M2;i theie proportions are much lefs. 

The noftrils are very long and narrow ; commence at the above- Nostkiis.. 
mentioned rim, terminate at the firft groove, and run parallel with 
the lower edge of the bill. 

The 
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ETBf* The irides are grey, wd the edges of the eyc-Iids of a fine crimfon : 

on the upper eye-lid b a fingular callous fubftance, grey, and of a 
triangular form : on the lower is another of an oblong form : the 

Head. crown of the head, whole upper part of the body, tail, and covert 
feathers of the wings are black j but in fome the feathers of the 
back are tinged with brown : the quil- feathers are of a dufky 
hue. 

The cheeks are white, and fo full of feathers as to make the head 
appear very large and almoll round: the chin of the iame color; 
bounded on each fide by a broad bed of grey : from the corner 
of each eye is a fmall feparation of the feathers terminating at 
the back of the head. The neck is encircled with a inroad collar 
of black : but the whole lower part of the body as far as is under 
water is white, which is a circumftance in common with moft of 
this genus. 

Tail black, compofed of fixteen feathers: kgs fmall, of an o- 
range color, and placed fo far hehind as to difqualify it from ftand* 
ing, except quite ereA : refting not only on the foot, but the whole 
length of the leg: this circumftance attends every one of the genus, 
but not remarked by any naturalift, except fVermius^ who has fi« 
gured the Penguin^ a bird of this genus, with great propriety : this 
makes the rife of the Puffin from the ground very difficult, and it 
meets with many falls before it gets on wing j but when that is ef- 
fefted, few birds fly longer or ftronger. 

Place. Thefe birds frequent the coafts of feveral parts of Great Britain 

and Ireland 'y but no place in greater numbers than Prieftholm IJle\ 
where their flocks may be compared to fwarms of bees for multi- 

• Off the coall of Anglifia. 

tude. 
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tude. Thefe are birds of pai&ge ; rdbrt there annually about the 
fifth or tenth of Aprily quit the place (almoft to a bird) and return 
twice or thrice before they fettle to burrow and prepare for ova- 
tion and incubation. They begin to burrow the firft week in A^% 
but fome few fave themfelves that trouble, and diflodge the rab- 
bets from their holes, and take pofieflion of them till their return 
from the ifle. Thofe which form their own burrows, are at that 
tinfte fo intent op the work as to fufier themfelves to be taken by 
the hand. This tajk falls chiefly to the (hare of the males, for on 
dil&^on ten out of twelve proved of that fex. The males alfo 
aflift in incubation; for on difleftion feveral males were found 
fitting. 

The firft young are hatched the beginning of Jufy^ the old ones 
ihew vaft afieAion towards them; and feem totally infenfible of dan- 
ger on the breeding leaibn. If a parent is taken at that time, and 
fofpended by the wings, it will in a fort c^ defpair treat itfelf moft 
cruelly by biting every part it can reach ; aod the moment it is 
foofec^ will never ofier to efi:ape, bat inftantly refint to its unfled^ 
ged young : but this afieftion ceafes at the ftated time of migratbn, 
which is moft punffcually about the eleventh of Augufi^ when they 
leave fuch young as cannot fly, to the mercy of the Peregrine Faken^ 
who watches the mouths of the houfe for the appearance of the little 
deferted pufiins which forced by hunger are compelled to leave their 
burrows. The Rev**. Mr. Hugh DavieSy of Beaumaris^ to whom 
I am indebted for much of this account, informed me that on the 
twenty-third of Auguft^ fo entire was the migration, that neither 
Puffin, Razor-Bill, Guillemot, or Tern was to be ieen there. 

I muft add, that they lay only one egg, which differ much in 
Vol. IL K k k form 
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form ; fome have one end very acute •, others have both extremely 
obtufe ; all are white. 

Their flclh is exceflive rank, as they feed on fca weeds and fifh,. 
cfpecially Sprats : but when picjcled and prcferved with fpices, are 
admired by thofe who love high eating. Dr. Caius tells us, that in 
his days the church allowed them in lent, inftead of fifli : he alfo 
acquaints us, that they were taken by means of ferrets, as we do 
rabbits : at prefent they are either dug out, or drawn from their 
burrows by a hooked ftick : they bite extremely hard, and keep 
fuch fall hold on whatfoever they fatten, as not to be cafily difeo- 
gaged. Their noife, when taken^ is very difagreeable j being like 
the efforts of a dumb perfon to fpeak. 
Note op Sea The notes of all the fea birds are extremely harfh or inharmonic 
^^^* ous : we have often refted under the rocks attentive to the various 
founds above our heads, which, mixed with the folemn roar of the 
waves fwelling into and retiring from the yafl: caverns beneath, have 
produced a fine effefl:* The jQiarp voice of the fea gulls, the fre« 
quent chatter of the guillemiits, the loud note of the auks, the 
fcream of the herons, together with the hoarfe, deep, periodical 
croak of the corvorants, which ferves as a bafe to the reft ; has 
often furnilhed us with a concert, which, joined with the wild fcc- 
nery that furrounded us, aflforded, in a high degree that fpecies of 
pleafure which arifes from the novelty, and we may fay gloomy 
grandeur of the entertainment. 

The winter rcfidence of this genus, and that ef the guillemot, is 
but imperfcftly known : it is probable they live at fea, in fome 
more temperate climate, remote from land ; forming thofe multi- 
tudes of birds that navigators obferve in many parts of the ocean : 
they are always found there at certain feafons, retiring only at 

breedii^ 
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breeding time : repairing to the northern latitudes ; and during that 
period are found as near the Pole as navigators have penetrated. 

During winter Razor-bills and Puffins frequent the coaft of Anda- 
kjioy but do not breed there. 



Hptffes Martinis Spitzberg. $5. Faun, Suee. fp. 142. 

Litue black and white Diver. ^i7. tffff. ^^im^i/ Halkioen, Havdirdell. Uvrvi- ajs.LiTTLB. 

343. gis Soe Konge, Soeren Jakob, Per- 

Mergnlas Melanoleacos roftro acnto drikker, Perfuper, Boefisr, Borre- 

brevi. Rati fin. a<v. 125. fiaer, Hys Thomas. Feroenjibus Ful- 

'Eiw. am. 91. kop. Groenlandis Akpaliartok. Brwh' 

Uria minor, le petit Gaillemot. Sr^^ nich, 106. 

Jin av. VI. 73. Gunner tab, 6. 

Alcaalle^ Lin./yft. 211. Br. ZwU 137- 



'TpHE bird our defcription was hiade from was taken in Lafi- 
. ^ €ajhire\ its bulk was not fuperior to that of a blackbird 
•The bill convex^ Ihort, thick, and ftrong; its color black. That Descrip. 
of the crown of the head, the hind part of the neck, the back, and 
the tail black-, the wings the fame color; but the tips of the leffcr 
quil-feathers white : the inner coverts of the wings grey : the checks, 
throat, and whole under fide of the body white : the fcapular fea*- 
thcrs black and white : the legs and feet covered with dirty grcenilh 
white fcales ; the webs black. 

Mr. Edwards has figured a bird that varies very little from this : 
and has added another, which he imagines differs only in fex : in 
that, the head and neck are wholly black ; and the inner coverts of 
the wings barred with a dirty white. We met with the laft in the 
tftbinet of Doftor David Skene at Aberdeen ; it was (hot on the coaft 
north of Slains in the fpring of the year. 

K k k 2 BILL 
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XLI. 

GUILLE- 

MOT, 



BILL flendcr, ftrong, pointed. The uj^cr nundihle fiightlf 
bending towards the end. Bafc covered with foft fhort feathers. 
NOSTRILS lodged in a hollow near the bafe. 
TONGUE flender, almoft the length of the bill. 
TOES, Jio back toe. 



234^FooLisH. Gtiiliein, Gaiflemot, Skout, Kiddaw, 
Sea-hen. WiL 9m, 324. 
Rmi^n.aw, 120. 
The Lavy. Martin's *voy, St, Kilda^ 

32- 
Ed*w, ofu. 3S9« fig^ I* 
Uria, le Guillemot. Brtffhn ofv* VI. 

70. Tab. 6. fig. I. 



Lommia. N. C»m, Petr, Vf, 414. 

Colymbus Troile. Un^Jyft. 220. 

Faun, Bute. ^.149* 

I/landis & Norvegis Lomvley Langivic, 

Loinrifvie> Storfugl. Brunnich^ io8. 
Sea-Taabe, or . Groenlandifcher Tau« 

cher. Frtfcb^ II. 1^5. 
Br. ZooU 138. 



Dbscrip. 'nr^HIS fpecies waghs twenty-four ounces; the length feven- 
\ teen inches : the breadth twenty-ieven and a half; the bill 
is three inches long s black, firait, and (harp poinced : near the 
end of the lower mandible is a iinall procefs % the infide of the 
mouth yellow : the feathers on the upper part of the bill are ihortt 
and foft like velvet : from the eye to the hmd part of the head is a 
fmall divifion of the feathers. The head, neck, back, wings, and 
tail are of a deep moufe colore the tips of the lefler quil-feathers 
white: the whole under part of the body is of a pure white: the 
fides under the wings marked with dulky lines. Immediately above 
the thighs are fome long feathers that curl over them. The legs 
dufky. 

Thefe 
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Clam II. LESSER GUILLEMOT. 

ThcTe birds are found in anModng notnbers on the high cKfi% oa 
feveral of oar coafts, and appear at the (ame time as the auk« 
They are very fimple birds ; for notwithftanding they are (hot at, 
and fee their companions killed by them, they will not quit the 
rock. Like the auk, they lay only one egg, which is very large ; 
fome are of a fine pale blue, others white, fpotced, or moft ele- 
gantly ftreaked with lines eroding each other in all dire&ions. 
The Rev. Mr. Low of Birfa aflures me, that they conthiac about 
the Orhdes the whole winter* 
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Ego. 



Una Svarbag. 

yUmdis Stutnefar^ Svartbakur. 

Br. Z90I. 138. 



Rbguia. Brunnicbf No. no. 2351 LB88Ba. 

Seofoliy No* lOj. 



THE weight is nineteen ounces : the length fizteen inches : the 
breadth twentj^fix. The bill two inches and a half 1qi:|§^ 
ihaped like the Guillemot's, but weaker. The top of the head, 
tht whole iipper part of the body^ wings aad tail ate of axlarker 
color than the former : the cheeks, throat, and idl the lower ikle 
of the body arc white : from the corner of the eye is a dufky Urok^ 
pointing to the hmd part of the head : the tips of the fecondary 
feathers white : the legs are black : the tail very jQiort, and ooofifts 
of twelve feathers. 

Thefe birds frequent the JVelcb coa£bs In the winter tinoe ; but 
that very rarely : where they br^d is unknown to us ^ having ne* 
ver obferved them on the rocks among the congenerous birds. 
Thefe and the Uack-lnlkd Auks Jiau&t che FunA, of Forth during 

winter 



Discaip* 
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winter in flocks innumerablCt in purfuit of fprats. They are called 
there Mcrrcts : they all retire before fpring. 



236. Black. Greenland-dove » or Sea-turtle, inj. 

om* 326. 
Raiijyn, av. 12 1. 
Ray*s itin. 1839 192. 
Feifte. Gunner, tah. 4. 
Turtur maritimus infulae Bafii. Sih. 

bift. Fife^ 46. 
The Scraber. Martinis *uoy. St. Kilda. 

Cajour, Pynan. N. Cm. Petr. IV. 418. 



Uiia minor nigra, le petit Guillemot 

noir. Brijfon tev. Vl. y6» 
Colymbus Grylle. Lin.fyft. 220. 
Faun. Suic. fp. 148. 
IJUmdisTty&aL. tior^ciis Tci^e. Grocn- 

loM^sSmzk. Brunnicby 113. 
Groenlandiu:he Taube. Fri/cht II* 

185. 
Br. Z9oi. 138. 



DsscRip. /T^HE length of this fpccics is fourteen inches: the breadth 



1 



twenty-two : the bill is an inch and a half long ; ftrait, flen« 



der, and black : the infide of the mouth red : on each wing is a 
large bed of white, which in young birds is fpotted : the tips of 
the leflcr quil-feathers, and the inner coverts of the wings, arc 
white : except thcfe, the whole plumage is black. In winter it is 
faid to change to white : and a variety fpotted with black andft 
white* is not uncommon in Scotland. The tail confifts of twelve 
feathers : the legs are red. 

Thefe birds are found on the Bafs iJU in Scotland\ in the ifle of 
St. Kilda ; and, as Mr. Ray imagines, in the Farn ijlands off the 
coaft of Northumberland \ we have alfo fcen it ort the rocks of 
Llandidno in Caernarvon/hire. Except at breeding time, it keeps 
always at fea*; and is very difficult to be (hot, diving at the flafh 



* The rj[>otted Gnnkmd'Doyt of Mr. Edwards^ plate 50. 



of 
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of the pan- The IFelcb call this bird Cajgan Longwr^ or the Tailor's 
hatred, from a notion that its appearance forebodes a ftorm. It 
vifits St. Kilda^s in March : makes its neft far under ground ; and 
lays a grey egg; or, as SieUer fays> whitiih ^cted with ruft^ and 
fpeckled with aih colon 



BILL 
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XLIL BILL ftrosg, ftntttv pointed Upper mandiUft longeit; edges of 
^^^^^- each bending in. 
NOSTRILS linear. 

TONGUE pointed, long, ferrated near the bafc. 
LEGS thin and flat. 
TOES, exterior the longeft : back toe joined to the interior by a 

fmall membrane. 
TAIL fhort, confiding of twenty feathers. 



437.N011TH- Clufius^s. Wil.fn. 342. VI. lao. Tah. li./f. i. 

E&N. Raiifyn,afv. 125. ^ Colymbus glacialis. Lin.fyft. zzi. ^ 

Mergos maximus Farreniis, five Ar6U- Nonvegis Brafen. Groeidandis Tiolik. 

Ctts. Clufii exot^ 102. Brunnicbf om» 134, 

Colymbus maximus ftellatus noftras. Grofle Halb^Ente^ Meer-Noeiing* 

Sit. Ml, Sc9t. 20. TaS. 15. Fri/cJ^f U. i8j. J^ 

Le grana Plongeon tachete. Briffou av. Br. ZooL 139. 



Dbscrip ''I ^ HE length of this fpecies is three feet five inches: its breadth 
JL four feet eight : the bill to the corners of the mouth four 
inches long; black and ftrongly made. The head and neck are 
of a deep black : the hind part of the latter is marked with a large 
femiluhar white band: immediately under the throat is another; 
both marked with black oblong ftrokes pointing down : the lower 
part of the neck is of a deep black, glofied with a rich purple: 
the whole under fide of the body is white : the fides of the breaft 
marked with black lines : the back, coverts of the wings, and fca- 

pulars. 
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pulars, are black, marked with white fpots : thofe on the fcapulars 
are very large, and of a fqu^re fhape; two at the end of each 
feather. 

The tail is very fhort, and almoft concealed by the coverts, 
which are dufky fpotted with white : the legs are black. Thefe 
birds inhabit the northern parts of this ifland, live chiefly at lea, 
and feed on filh : we do not know whether they breed with us, as 
they do in Norw^ y which has many birds in common with Scot^ 
kmd. In the laft it is called Mur-buacbaiU^ or the Herd/man of the 
fea, from its being fo much in that element. 



Colymbiu inuner. Lin.fyft. ziz. Ember Goofe. SihhaUScot. 21. Wal- 238. IiiBsat 

Cejker^s mater Doucker. Wil. cm, lace Orkmty^ 16. Dikes Feroe Iflet^ 

M2. Kaii fyn, av* 126. No. 8. 138. Pontoppidam^ II. 80. 

ader. Ge/ner av. 140. Le grand Plongeon. Brijfen^ VI. 105; 

Immer. Brwnmckf No. 129. 7«^. X» 

THIS fpecies inhabits the leas about the Orkuies\ but in fevere 
winters vifits the fouthern parts of Great Britain. It lives as 
much at fea as the former \ fo that credulity believed that it never 
quitted the water, and that it hatched its young in a hole formed 
by nature undeir the wing for that end. 

It is fuperior in fize to a goofe. The head duUcy : the back, 
coverts of the wings, and tail clouded with lighter and darker 
Ihades of the fame. Primaries and tail black : under fide of the 
neck fpotted with dulky : the breaft and belly filvcry : legs black. 

The Ikins of the birds of this genus are uncommonly tough ; and g 
in the northern countries have been ufed as leather. 

Vol. II. LU GrcatcH 
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339. Spec- Oreateft fpecklcd Diver, or Loon. Le petit Plongeon. Bnfon av, VI.. 

%,hiil>. WiL om, 341. 108. Tab. \o. fig. 2. 

Jlaiijyn, av. 12$. Mergus Stellatus, Danis Soe-Hane* 

Colymbus caudatas fteltatus. N. Com* Brunnicb^ 130. 

Fitr. IV. 424. Br. Zaol. 139. 



Dbscrip. npHIS fpecies t^eighs two pounds and a half: its length twenty- 
■*• fcvcn inches: its breadth three feet nine. The bill three 
inches long, and turns a little upwards; the mandibles^ when 
clofed at the points^ do not touch at the fides. The head is of a 
duCky grey, marked with numerous white fpots : the hind part of 
the neck an uniform, grey : the whole upper part of the body, and 
greater coverts of the wings dulky, fpecklcd with white t the leffcr 
coverts dufky, and plain. The tail confifts of about twenty black 
feathers \ in fome tipt with white. The cheeks and whole under 
fide of the body of a fine glofly white : and the feathers, as in all 
this genus, which refides almoft perpetually on the water, are ex- 
ceflively thick, and clofe fet : the legs are dufky. 

Thcfe birds frequent our feas, lakes and rivers in the winter* 
On the "Thames tliey are called j^r<?/ locfnSj for they attend that filh 
during its continuance in the river. They are fubjed to vary in. 
the difpofition and form of their fpots and colors : fome having 
their necks furrounded with a. fpecklcd ring : in fome the fpots are 
round, in others oblong. 
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Sdw.mf* 97. 
Gunur, Tai» 2. f. <• 
Colymbus frptentrioiialis. 

220. 



Le Plongeon agorge rouge. Briffonai^^ 
VI. III. Tab. II. /f. I. 
Xf«« fyfln IJkttuHs & Nor^uegis Loom v. Lvnme, 
Damsljomm. Bnamkb^ i^u 
Br. ZooL 140. 



240. Rb^ 
throated* 



THIS fpecies breeds in the northern parts of Smlandj on the 
borders of the lakes : but migrates fouthward during win-> 
ter. It lays two eggs. The (exes do not difier in colors ; and are 
a diftinft kind from the black dtroated, the Lumme of the Norwe^^ 
gims. Its Ihape is more elegant than that of the others. The 
weight is three pounds : the length, to the tail end, two feet ; to 
that of the toes, two feet four inches : die breadth three feet five 
inches. The head fmall and taper : the bill ftrait, and lefs ftrong: 
the fize about a fourth lels than the preceding. The head arid 
chin are of a fine uniform grey : the hind part of the neck marked 
with duflcy and white lines, pointing downwards : the throat is of 
a dull red : the whole upper part of the body, tail and wings of a 
deep grey almoft dulky \ but the coverts of the wings, and the 
back, are marked with a few white fpots : the under fide of the 
body white : the legs dulky. 



Dbscrip. 
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vmiae. 
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ft4i« Black Lnmine. Worm.Muf. Brmadcbf fHo. Colymbostrfiiciu. £f«,j^/.22it Fa«*» 

THROATBD. 133' ^^^' ^^* 

Northern Doacker. WU. wm. 343. Speckled Diver* £Av« 146* 
Reii Jyn. 00, 12;* 



A SPECIES fomewhat larger than the laft. Bill black : front 
black : hind part of the head and neck cinereous : fide& of 
the neck marked with black and white lines pointing downwards : 
fore part of a glofly variable blacky purple and green. 

Back, fcapulars, and coverts of wings black, marked (the two 
firft with fquare) the laft with round fpots of white: quil feathers 
duflcy : breaft and belly white. Tail Ihort and black : legs partly 
dulky, partly reddifh* 



BILL 
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BILLftrong, ftrait, bending near the end $ an angular prominen- 
cy on the lower mandible. 
NOSTRILS linear. 
Tongue a littlc cloven, 
BODY light, wings large. 
LEG and back toe fmall, naked above knee. 



XLm. 

GULL^ 



Wil. om. 344* 

RaiiJ^n. ofv. 127. 

Le Goiland noir. BriJ/^na^o^ YI. 158. 

Lariifl tttaiinus. Lin, ^ft. 225. 



faun. Stuc.Jp, 155. 

I>^/i Blaae maage, Nm-vips Stifljtbag^ 

Havmaafe. Brufmichf 145* 
Sr. Zoo/. 140. 



242. Black 

BACKBIT. 



^T^HE weight of this fpecies is near five pounds: the length 
"** twenty-nine inches : the breadth five feet nine. The bill is 
very ftrong and thick,, and almoft four inches long ; the color a 
pale yellow; but the lower mandible is marked with a red fpot, 
witb a black one in the middle. The irides yellow : die edg^s of 
the eye-lids orange color: the h€^d, neck, whole under fide, tail 
and lower part of the back, are white: the upper part of the 
back, and wings, are black: the quil-feathers tipt with white: 
the legs of a pale fleih color. 

This kind inhabits our coafts in fmall numbers ; and breeds in 
the higheft clifis. It feeds not only on B(h : but like the Raven^ 
very greedily devours carrion. Its egg is very blunt at each end ; 
of a dulky olive color, quite black at the greater end ^ and the reft 
of it thinly marked with dufky fpots. 

I have 



Dbscrif* 
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I have feen on the coaft of Anglefea^ a bird that agrees in all re- 
fpedts with this except in fize, in wanting the black fpot on the 
bill, and in the color of the legs, which in this are of a bright yel- 
low : the extent of wings is only four fee€ five : the length only 
twenty-two inches : the weight one pound and a half. This ipe- 
cies, or perhaps variety (for I dare not aflert which) rambles far 
from the fea, and has been (hot at Buytrode^ in AOddkfcit. 



241. Skva« ^^ Cataraaaf I fuppofe the C9rmjb Skaa Hoirei. CluJH Expt. 368, 369. 

• ' * Gannet. WiL om, 348. Larus CataraAes. Lin.fyfi. 226. 

RmiJ)n. aw. 128. Skua. Brutmicb^ omitb. 33. 

Cataraaes. SM. Scot. tab. 14. Ftromfihut Skue. IJUmdis Skamr. Nw^ 

Sea Eagle. Sibb. bifi. Fift. 46. vtgis Kav-Oern. Bnmmcbt 125. 

Le Stercoraire raye. Brifon av. VL Brown and femiginoas Gull. Br. 2W» 

152. 140. 
Pontofp. Norw* II. 96* 



Dbscrif. npHE length of this fingular Gull is two feet: the extent four 
^ feet and a half: the weight three pounds : the bill two inches 
one fourth long, very much hooked at the end, and very (harp : 
the upper mandible covered more dian half way with a black cere 
or Ikin as in the hawk kind : the noftrils placed near the bend, and 
are pervious. 

The feathers on the head, neck, back, fcapulars and coverts of 
the wings are of a deep brown, marked with ruft color, (brighteft 
in the male). The (hafts of the primaries are white : the end and 
exterior fide of the firft is deep brown } the ends only of the reft 
brown: the lower parts on both fides being white; the fecondaries 
marked in like manner-, forming a great bar of white. The breafi^ 

belly 



CtMsU. SKUA gull; 

belly and vent ferruginous, tinged with afli-color. The tail when 
Q>read is circular, of a deep brown, white at the root ; and with 
Ihafcs of the fame color. 

The legs are covered with great black icales : the talons black, 
ftrong and crooked ; the interior remarkably fo. 

This bird inhabits Norway^ the Ferroe ifles, Shetland^ and the History. 
ix)ted rock Foula^ a little weft of them. It is alfo a native of the 
South fea. It is the moft formidable Gull, its prey being not on- 
ly fifli, but what is wonderful in a web-footed bird ^ all the leiler 
fort of water fowl, fuch as teal, &c. Mr. Scbreter^ a Surgeon in 
the Ferree ifles, relates that it likcwife preys on ducks, poultry, 
and even young lambs *• It has all the fiercenels of the eagle in 
defending its young •, when the inhabitants of thofe iflands vifit the 
neft, it attacks them with great force, fo that they hold k knife ^itBt 
over their heads, on which the Skua will transBx itfelf in its fall on the 
invaders. 

The Rev. Mr. iw, minifter of Birfa^ in Orkney^ from whom 
' an accurate hiftory of thofe iflands, and of Shetland may be ex- 
^ peQed, confirmed to me part of the above. On approaching the 
quarters of thcfe birds, they attacked him and his company with 
moft violent blows ; and intimidated a bold dog of Mr. Lcw*s in 
fuch a manner, as to drive him for proteftion to his mafter. The 
natives are often very rudely treated by them, while they are at- 
tending their flieep on the hills •, and are obliged to guard their 
heads by holding up their fticks, on which the birds often kill 
themfelves. In Fcula it is a priveleged bird, becaufe it defends the 
flocks from the eagle, which it beats and purfues with great fury ^ 

Hcier in CIus. ixot* 369. Brutmkbj jf^. 
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fo that even that rapacious bird feldocn ventures near its quarters; 
The natives of Foula on this account lay a fine on any perfon whd 
deftroys one: they deny that it ever injures their flocks or poultry^ 
but imagine it preys on the dung of the ^r^/V, and other larger gulls^ 
which it perfecutes till they mute for fear. 

Mr. Ritjf and Mr. Smith ^ fuppofe this to be the Ccrnifi Gannet\ 
but in our account of that bird we fhall fhew that it is a different 
fpecies. Mr. Macaufy f mentions a gull that makes great havoke 
among the eggs and fea fowl of ^/. Kilda\ it is there called TuSac: 
his defcription fuits that of the herring Culh but we fuipeft he con«- 
founds thefe two kinds, and has transferred the manners of this 
ipecies to the latter. 

Utmaus involves two (pecies in the article Larus Catara^a % thisi 
and the arSic bird of Mr. Edwards^ birds of very different charac- 
ters. M. Briffon does not feem perfedly acquainted with this bird $ 
for the fynonym of the Skua^ given by him to his fifth gull (our 
brown and white gull) belongs to this fpecies; and his print of the 
Sterc(/raire raye^ p. 152. tat 13. torn. VI. to which he has given 
the fynonym of Mr. Edwards's ardtic bird) feems to be the veiy 
fame which we have here (fefcribed. 



• Hifi. Kerry. 

t Hift. St. Kilda. p. 158. 



Cepphus. 



PI. L XXXVI. 



J^MS. 



WTXTBR OULIi. 




Class II. 



BLACK TOED GULL. 
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CefphmBf. AUtn ofir, IIL jS* 
H^fl. orn. 351. 
Raiijyn. av. 129. 



Th« Cepphns. Phil. TrtmfaB. Vol. 52. 244. Black 

135* TOBD, 

Camarafta Cepphas, StnUid-lioeg. 
BruHmcby wrmth. 126. 



THIS fpeciea weighs eleven ounces: its length is fifteen inches: Dyscaip. 
its breadth thirty-nine : the bill is one inch and a half long, 
the upper ptrt eorered with a brown cere : the noftrils like thofe 
of the former ; the end black and crooked. The feathers of the 
forehead come prettjr low on the bill : the head and neck are <^ a 
dirty white : the hind part of the latter plain, the reft marked with 
obbng dufky fpots* 

The breaft and belly are white, croiSxl with numerous dufky 
and yellowiih lines : the feathers on the fides and the tent, are 
barred tranfverf^ with Mack and white : the back, fcapulafs^ cd^ 
verts of the wingland tail, are black, beautifully edged ^ith white 
w pak raft color : the fiiafcs and tips of the quil-feathers are white: 
the exterior web, and upper half of the interior web black, but the 
k)wer part of the4atter white : the tail confifts of twelve black fea- 
ther»^ tipt with white 5 the two middle of which, are near an inch 
longer than the others : the fliafts are whiter and the exterior webs 
of the outmoft feather is fpotted with ruft colon The legs are of 
a bluilh lead color : the lower part of the toes and Webs black. 

A bird of this kind was taken near Oxford^ and communicated 
to the Royal Society by Dr. Lyfons of Cloucefter. 



Vol. II. 



M m m 



The 



450 



ARCTIC gull: Class II 



245. Arctic The Strantjagger, or Dang-hanter. Swartlafl<v Labbeo, l£lof. FauM.Su$c. 

Marten^ s Sfitdferg 87. /p* 156. 

The Ardic Bird. EdiL\ mi^ 148^. 149. Brunmcb^ 127. 
Larus Parafiticas. Lin^fyft, 226. 



T 



iHESE birds are very common in the Hebrides. I faw num- 
bers in Jura^ Ilay and Rumy where they breed in the heath ; 
if difturbcd they fly about like the lapwing, but foon alight. They 
are alfo found in the OrkmeSy where they appear in Mayy and retire 
in Augufi. It is alfo found on the coaft of T'orkfinrty where it is 
known by the name oi Ffafer. All writers that mention it agree, . 
that it has the property of purfuing the leffer gulls fo long, that 
they mute for fear, and that it catches up and devours their excre- 
ment before they drop into the water ; from vWiich the name. 
Linnaus wittily calls it the Parajite^ alluding to jy^ fordid life. 

Dbscrip. The length of this fpecies is twenty-one inches:' the bill is dufky; 

about an inch ^nd a half long, pretty much hooked at the end, 
but the ftrait part is covered with a fort of cere* The noftrils are 

^Male. narrow, and placed near the end, like the foraier^ In the maUy^ 
the crown of the head is black: the back, wings, anrf tail duflcyj 
but the lower part of the inner webs of the quil-feathers white : the 
hind part of the* neck, and whole underfide of the body white:- the 
tail confifts of twelve feathers, the two middlemoft near four inch- 
es longer than the others : the legs black, fmall, and fcaly. 

Female. The female is entirely brown-, but of a much paler color below 

than above : the feathers in the middle of the tail only two mches 
longer than the others. The fpecimen from which Mr, JSdwards 

toke 
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toke the figure of his female ArUic bird, had loft thofc long fca- 
thers^ fo he has omitted them in the print. 

Linnaus has feparated this from its ^ate, his Larus parafiticus^ 
and made it a fynonym to his L. CataraSteSy a bird as difierent from 
this as any «ther of the whole genus. 



"Bnt^rmtOtet Martinis Spttzherg. 84. Faun* Suec. /p. 154. 246, Her- 

Herring Gull. Wit. am, 345. Danis Silde-Maaee. . IJlandis Veydcb- ring. 

Larus cineretts maximna. Raii^n,av» jalla. . Brunnici, 142. 

127. Grofle Staff Moeur. fn/ch,II.ziS* 

Le Goiland gris. Brijpm ofv. VI. 1-62. Br, Zool. 141. 
Larus fufcus. Lint fjift. 125. 



'TpHIS gull weighs upwards of thirty ounces : the length twenty- Deschip, 
^ three inches ; \xa • breadth fifty-two. The bill yellow, and 
die lower mandible marked with an orange colored fpot : the irides 
fir aw colore the edges of the eye-lids red: the head, neck, an(4tail 
white : the back, and coverts of the wings afh colored : the upper 
part of the five firft quil-fcathers are black, marked with a white 
fpot near their end : the legs of a pale . flcfli color, Thefe birds 
breed on the ledges of rocks that hang over the fea : they make a 
large neft of dead grafs, and lay three eggs of a dirty white, fpot- 
tfcd with black. The young are afli colored, fpotted with brown ; 
they do not come to their proper color the firft year: this is com- 
mon to othtr gulls i which has greatly multiplied the fpecies among 
authors, who»are irretentive to thefe particulars. This gull is l 
great devourer of fifli, efpecially of that from which ij takes its 
name : it is a conftant attendent on the nets, and fo bold as to fei^e 
its prey before the filhermens faces. 

M m m a- * Great 



45* 



W A G E L. CiAWlI. 



(A.) Great ffty Quil, the Cornifli Wagel. Laras Nasviusu Lin. Jyft^ 225« 

247.Waoel« WiL mm. 349. Bonis Graae-Maage. IJlandis Kabla- 

Kaii Jyn. av. 130* brinkar. Brimmch^ 150. 

Le Goiland varid, ou le Grifard. Brif- Brown and White GolL Br. Zool. II» 

/oHov. VI. 167. taL 15. 422. 



Dbscrifv. rx^HESE birds vary much in their fizc; one we eaiaaiiMd 
X weighed three pounds feven ounces: the length was two feet 
two inches : the breadth five feet fix : others again did not weigb 
two pounds and a half: the irides are dufky : the bill black, and 
near three inches long. The whole plumage of the head and body^ 
above and below, is a mixture of white, ajQh color, and brown : 
the lafl: color occv^pies the middle qf each feather; and in fome 
birds is pale, in others dark : tfie. quU-featbers black: the lower 
part of the tail is mottled with.blick and white; towards. the end 
is a brown black bar^ and the, tip$ are white: tbelegs.are of a 
dirty white. 

Some have fuppofec} this to be the young of the preoodiog fper 
cies, which (as well as the reft of the gull tribe) fcarce ever attains, 
its true colors till after the firft year : but it muft be obfenred> th^ 
the firfl: colors of the irides, of the quil-feathers, and of the tail, are 
in all birds permanent ; thefe, as we have remarked^ differ in e^cb 
of thefe gulls fo greatly, as ever to preiferve unerring ootes. o£ 
diftindtion. - ,•> ' 

This fpecies is likcwife called by fome the DuMg Huvten for thci 
fame reafon as the laft is ftyled fo. 



Winter 
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Winter Mtw, or Coddjr Moddy, IFIL Gavia Hybcma, Ifc Mouette d'hivcr. 248.WiMTBit 

om, 350; Brijpm anj, VL 189. 

Rail £fn* av. 130. Sr. ZffoL 142. 

npHIS weighs from fourteen to feventeen ounces: the length Descrip. 
•^ ei^teen inches ; the breadth three feet nine. The irides are 
hazel : the bill two inches long, but the flendereft of any gull: it is 
black at the tip, whitiih towards the bafe. The crown of the head, 
and hind part, and fides of the n€ck, are white, marked with ob- 
long dufky fpots ; the forehead, throat, middle of the breaft, belly,, 
and rump, are white ; the back and fcapulars are of a pale grey ;. 
the laft fpotted with brown ; the coverts of the wing^ are of a pale 
brown, edged with white ; the firft quil-feather is black; the fuc« 
ceeding^re tipt with white : the tail is white, crofled near the end 
with a black bar ; the legs of a dirty blui(h white. 

This kind frequents, during winter, the moid meadows in the 
inland parts of England^ remote from the fea. The gelatinous fub- 
ftanc^. known by the name of Star Sbot^ or Star Gelfy^ owes its 
origin to this bird, or fome of the kind ; being nothing but the half 
digefted remains of earth-worms, on which thefe birds feed, and 
often difcharge from their ftomachs^. 

Ufm^eust p. 224. makes, this fpecies fynonymous with the Lams 
tridaSjlus GET tarrock \ but as we hare had opportonity of examine 
iig: feveral of each fpecies, and find in all thofe ftrong diftinftionft 
remarked in our defcriptions, we muft decline afftnting to the opi- 
nion of that eminent naturalift. 

• Viit Mortou^s Nat* Uift. Nortbampt, p, 353, 

Galedor,. 
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249. Com- Gmleddr, Crocala^ Gal^tra. Aldr. av* La Mouette cendree. BrUllbn «eu^ VL 
MON. III. 34. • 175. tcJf» \6. fg. I. 

Common Sea Mall. WiL cm, 34;. Gabbiaao minore. Zinan* ii^. 

Common Sea Mall^ or Mew. Raif JSfn* Larus canns. Lin. Jyft. 224. 

tev. 127.' Br. ZooL 142. Scopoit, No. 104. 



• 'T^HIS is the moft numerous of the genus. It breeds on the 
, •*• ledges of the cliffs that impend over the fea : in winter they 
Descrip. . are found in yaft flocks on all ,pur (hores. They differ a little in 
fizej one we examined weighed twelve ounces and a half: its 
length was feventeen inches : its breadth thirty-fix: the bill yellow: 
the head, neck, tail, and whole under fide of the body, a pure 
white : the back, and coverts of the wings, a pale grey : near the 
end of the greater quil-feathers was a black fpot : the legs a dull 
white, tinged with green. 



250. KiTTi- Latus Riffa. Lin. fyfi. 224. Solvct, Rotteren. Brunniih^ i^o. 140;' 

WAKE. Ritfa IJlandis^ incolls Chriftianfoe, Lille Kittiwake. SibhaU's bift. ScotL 20. 



^TpHE length of this fpecies is fourteen inches : the extent three 

• ^ feet two. When arrived at full age, the head, neck, belly, 

and tail are of a fnowy whitenefs ; behind each ear is fometimes a 

dulky fpot : the back and wings grey : the exterior edge of the firfl 

quil-feather, and ftps of the four or five next, are black : the bill 

yellow, tinged with green 5 infide of the mouth orange : legs duiky, 

with only a knob inftead of the back toe. 

It 



Pl.IiX(XIX. 



J^260 



KIT TI^VTAKE 




rJOMMOTSr OUIiLi 
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It inhabits the romantic clifFs of Flamhorougb-bead (where it is 
called Petrel) the Bafs Ifle^ the vaft rocks near the Caftlc of Slains^ 
in the county of Aberdeen^ and Prieftbolm IJle. 

The young of thefe birds are -a favorite difli in North Britain^ 
being ferved up roafted, a little before dinner, in order to provoke 
the appetite; but, fronv their rank tafte and imell,, feem much more 
likely to produce a contrary efFeft. 



La Mouctte ccndric. Brijm av. 169. Faun. Suec. J}f. icy. 251. Tar- 

Gavia dnerea alia. JIdr. av. III. 35. La Mouette cendree tachetee. Brijpm rock. 

WiU orn. 346. a*v. VL 185. ia6. 17.^. 2. 

Rait fyn. «v. 128. Br* ZooL 142,. 
Laras tridadtyhis. Lin. J^ft. zzj^. 



THE length is fourteen inches ; the breadth -three feet : the D«8c»i^ 
weight only feven ounces. The bill is black, fliort, thick, 
andftrong-, the head large: the color of that, the throat, neck» 
and whole under fide are white : near each ear, and under the 
throat, is^a black fpot : on the hind part of the neck is a black 
ciefcent, the horns pointing to the throat. 

The back and fcapulars are of a bluilh grey : the leffer coverts 
of the wings dulky, cdg^ with grey ; the larger next to them of 
the fame color -, the reft grey : the exterior fides, and ends of the 
four firft quil-feathers are black : the tips of the two next black ; 
all the reft wholly white : the ten middle feathers of the tail whtte, 
tipt with black v the two outmoft quite white : 'the kg3 of a dofky , 
aih color* In lieu of the back toe, it has, only a fmall protobe- . 
ranee. 

- ThU 
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This fpecies breeds on PrieJUoku ^ aUb among the former in 
Sspdand. I muft retrad my opinion of its being the young of thai 

fpecies. 



252. Black Ccpphus TWriwr/. Ge/kir av. zj^g, Puit. FulUr^i Brit. W^v^ihUs, %i^ 

Head. Larus cinereas terdus. Aldr. av* III. La Mouette rieufe a pattes roages* 
35, BHJpm am. VI. 196. 

Pewit, or Black Cap, Sea Crow, Mire Gabbiano cinerizio col roftro, e col li 

Crow. WiLom. 347. piedi roffi. Zinan. 115. 

Rait JSffi. ai/. 128. itin* 217. Larus ridibandus. Lin. J^nft. 225* 

Pewit. Plott's bift. Staff. 231. j^. Zm/. 145* 



THESE birds breed in vaft numbers in the iflands of certaia 
pools in the county of Stafford^ and, as Dr. Fuller teUs us, in 
another on the EJfex fliores \ alfo in the Fens oi Lincolnjhin. They 
are birds of paflage \ refort there in the fpring ; and after the breed- 
ing feafon difperfe to the fea coafts : they make their neft on the 
ground, with rufhes, dead grafs, and the like ; and lay three eggs 
of a dirty oKve color, marked vrtth black. The young were for- 
merly highly efteemed, and numbers were annually taken and fat- 
tened for the table. TloU gives a marvtltous account of their at- 
tachment to the lord kA the ibit they inhabit; infomuch, that on 
his death, they never fail to Ihift their quarters for a certain time. 
Whitelock^ in his annals, mentions a piece of ground near Portf' 
mouthy which produced to the owner forty pounds a year by the 
fale of Pewits^ or this fpecies of gull. Thefe are the See-guUes that 
in old times were admitted to the noblemcns tables*. 

• Vide Appendix. 

The 
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The notes of thcfe gulls diftinguifti them from any others; being 
like a hoarfe laugh. Their weight is about ten ounces : their length Descrip. 
fifteen inches; their breadth thirty-feven : their irides are of a 
bright hazel : the edges df the eye-lids of a fine fcarlet; and on 
each, above and below, is a fpot of white feathers. Their bills 
and legs are of a fanguine red : the heads and throats black or 
dufky : the neck, and all the under fide of the body, and the tail, 
a pure white : back and wings alh colored : tip, and exterior edge 
of the firfl quil-feather black ; the refk of that feather white ; the 
next to that tipt with black, and marked with the fame on the in* 
ner web. 



La Grande Moucttc blanche, ielon. iHL om. 348. Rail J^n. mv. A Vametv. 

170, Larus canns. Scopoli, No. 104. 



THIS was taken in a trap near my houfe, January 25th, 1772, 
and feemed only a variety of the former. It difFened in hav- 
ing the edges of the eye-lids covered with white foft feathers. The 
forepart of the head white ; the fpace round the eyes dulky : from 
the corner of each eye is a broad duflcy bar, furrounding the hind 
part of the head ; behind that is another reaching from ear to ear : 
the ends, interior and exterior edges of the three firft quil-feathers 
black ; the ends and interior fides only of the two next black, but 
the (hafts and middle part white ; the tips of the two next white ; 
beneath a black bar : the reft, as well as the fecondaries, a(h color. 
In all other refpcdls it refembled the common pewit gull. The 
fat ^as of a deep orange color. 
Vol. II. N n n The 
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253, Brown. The brown Tern. JFil. orn. 352. Ia$iM. Suec.fp. 159. 

Sterna fufca. Rait J^n. av. 131* Br. ZooL 143. 

Sterna nigra. Lin.Jyfi. zzj^ 



M 



[R. Ray has lefc us the following obfcure account of this bird ; 

communicated to him by Mr. JohnfoHj a Torkjhire gentle- 

DBscaip. man. " The whole under fide is white; the upper brown: the 

^* wings partly brown, partly afh color : the head black : the tail 

** not forked : thefe birds fly in companies." 

From the dcfcription, we fufpedt this bird to be the young of the 
greater ^ern^ that had not yet attained its proper colors, nor the 
long feathers of the tail, which, it does not acquire till mature ag^e. 



BILL 



w.xic; 



jrr 'IS6. 



0ILBXT <«: LESSKR. TJSRNiS. 




^T^JTW^. 



OlassIL 



GREAT TERN. 
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BILL ftrait, flender, pointed. 
NOSTRILS linear. 
TONGUE flender and (harp. 
WINGS very long. 
TAIL forked. 
TOES, a fmall back toe. 



XLIV. 
TERN*. 



Sterna (Stirn, Spyrer, Schnirring) Ge/- 

ner av. 586. 
Mr. av. Ul, 35. 

The Sea Swallow. WiL orn. 352- 
Rmi^n. a'u. 131. 
Sterna major, la grande Hirondelle de 

mer. Briffon av* VI. 203. tab. 19. 
fig. I. 
Sterna hirnndo. Lin, Jyft. zzy. 
Tarna. Faun. Succ. /p. 159. 



Martin^ s_Spit%berg. 92. 254, GrSAT* 
, Tende, 



The Kirmew. 

Iftandis Kria. Noruegh Tcnne^ , 

Tendelobe, Sand-ToUc, Sand-Taerr- 
ne. Danis Taerne« Bombolmis Kirre, 
Krop-Kirre. Brunnich^ 151. 

Grauer fifcher. Kram. 3^5. 

Schwartzplattige Schwaloen Moewe. 
Frifcbt II. 219. 

Br. ZooL 144. 

Makauka. ScofoH^ No. III. 



THIS kind weighs four ounces, one-quarter: the length is four- 
teen inches ; the breadth thirty : the bill and feet are of a 
fine crimfon 5 the former tipt with black, ftrait, flender, and fliarp 
pointed : the crown, and hind part of the head, black : the throat, 
and whole under fide of the body, white : the upper part, and the 
coverts of the wings, a fine pale grey : the tail confifts of twelve 
feathers 5 the exterior edges of the three outmofl: are grey, the reft 

* A mame thefe birds are known by In the North of England i and which we 
fubftitute inflead of the old compound one of Sea Swalhmtj ; which was given 
them on account of their forked tails. 

N n n 2 white; 



Descrip. 



LESSER TERN^ Cua^IL 

white : the exterior, on each fide, is two inches longer than the 
others : in flying, the bird frequently clofes them together, fo as 
to make them appear one flender feather. 

Thefe birds frequent the fea (bores, banks of kkes and rivers : 
they feed on fmall filh, and water infefts ; horering overtbewater, 
and fuddenly darting into it, catch up their prey. They breed 
among fmall tufts of rufbes ^ and lay three or four eggs, of a dull 
olive color, fpotted with black. All the birds of this genus are 
very clamorous. 



.^55. Lesser. LarSfS pifcatof (Pifcherlin, Fel.) Grfner La petite Hirondelte d< mer. JBrjfim 
#v. 587. j%*. 588, av, VL 206. roi. 19* /f. z. 

Aldr, av. III. 35^ Larus Minuta. Lin, fyft. 228* 

Lefler Sea Sivaliow. WH* •rtu 3^1. Hstting Taeme. BftauticJlf, 152* 
RaiiJ^n^ av^ i^i. -Br. ZwL 144. 



Dfiscaif . npHE weight is only two ounces five grains : the length eight 
•* inches and a half; the breadth nineteen and a half. The 
bill is yellow, tipt with black : the forehead and cheeks white : 
from the eyes to the bill is a Mack line : the top of the head, and 
hind part black : the bread, and under fide of the body cloafthed 
with feathers fo clofdy fet together, and of fuch an exquifite rich 
glofs, and fo fine a white, that no fatin can be compared to it : the 
back and wings of a pale grey : the tail Ihort, Icfs forked than that 
of the former, and white : the legs yellow : the irides du/ky. 

Thefe two fpecics are very delicate, and feem unable to bear the 
inclemency of the weather on our fliores * during winter : for we 

• NortHf PTales, 

obferve 
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obfcnre they quit their breeding places at the appraach of it ; and 
do not return till fprtog; 

The manners, haunts, and food of this are the feme wtth thole 
of the former ; but thefe are far left numerousv 



Larus niger (McTVOgdin) Gtfmr an). L'Epoavantail. Brijpm av. VI. z\u 256. Blacf. 

^%%. fig. 589. tab. 20. fig. I. 

JUr. anf. IIL 35. Sterna Bilipes. Lin. fyft, 228. 

The Scare Crow. Wil. cm. 353. Sialandis Glitter* Brunnicb^ 155. 

Oar black doven-fboted Gall. Idem. Kleinote Moewe. Frifib^ U. 220* 

354. Br. ZooL 145. 
Baiij^n.av. 131. Jdim. 132. No. 6. 



^T^HIS is of a middle fize, between the firft and fccond fpecies. Dbscrif. 
•* The ufual length is ten inches ; the breadth twenty-four ; 
the weight two ounces and a half. The head, neck, bread, and 
belly, as far as the vent, are black ; beyond is white : the male 
has a white fpot under its chin : the back and wings are of a deep 
a(h color : the tail is fhort and forked ; the exterior feather on each 
£de is white ; the others afli colored : the legs and feet of a dufky 
red. Mr. Ray calls this a cloven-footed gull ; as the webs are de- 
prefled in the middle, and form a crefcent. Thefe birds frequent 
freih waters ^ breed on their banks, and lay three fmall eggs of a 
deep olive color, much fpotted with black. 

'they are found during fpring and fummer in [vaft numbers in 
the Fens of Lincoln/hire ^ make an inceflant noife, and feed as well 
on flies as water infedts and fmall fifli. 

Birds 



46t BLACKTERN. Ci.Atsn. 

Birds of this fpecies are feen very remote from land X^&v faw 
flocks of hundreds in the Atlantic ocean, midway between England 
and Jmmca ; and a later voyager aifured me he faw one 240 
leagues from the Lizard^ in the fame ocean. 



BILL 



PL. XCI. 



37' 



STOBllY PETREL^ 




FULMAR. 



:yV 96^' 




Class II« 



PETREL* 



4^3 



BILL ftraic, hooked at the end. 
NOSTRILS cylindric, tububin 
LEGS naked above the knees. 

BACK TOE none : inftcad, a (harp SPUR pointing dawn- 
wards* 



XLV. 
PETREL. 



WiL om» 395. 

Falmar. Martinis ^voy. St, Kilda* 30. 

Dt/cr. *weft. JJles. 283. 
Fulmer. Macauly* shift, St.KiUa. 145. 
Haffheft. Clufii exot. 368. 
Procellaria cinerea, le Petrel cendrcr 

Brijouav, VI. 143. tab. iz. fig^ 2- 
P/. €hL 59. 
Lin. fyft. 213. 



The Mallemacke. MarttrfsSpitxiirg. 

Hav-Heft. ' Gunner^ tab. i. 
Procellaria glacialu. Bruimcb omitb. 

118. 
Nor*vigi4 Hav-Heft, Mallemoke V. 

MaTlemuke. Srwtnicb, 118.. 
Br. ZooL 145. 



257. Ful- 
mar* 



^TpHIS fpecies inhabits the ifle of Si. Kilda ; makes its appear- 
^ ance there in November^ and continues the whole year, ex>- 
cept September and O£lober\ it lays a large, white, and very brittle 
egg; and the young are hatched the middle oijune. No bird is 
of fuch ufe to the iflanders as this : the Fulmar fupplies them with 
oil for their lan>ps, down for their beds, a delicacy for their tables^ 
a balm for their w6unds, and a medicine for their diftempers. The 
Fulmar \% alfo a certain prognofticator of the change of the wind j 
if it comes to land, no weft wind is expcfted for fome time; and 
the contrary when it returns and keep^ the fea. 
The whole genus of Petrels have a peculiar faculty of fpouting 

from 
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from their bills, to a confiderable diftance, a large quantity of 
pure oil ; which they do by way of defence, into the face of any 
that attempts to take them : fo that they are, for the fake of this 
panaccsa^ fcized by furprize ; as this oil is fubfervient to the above^ 
mentioned medical ufes. Martin tells us, it has been ufed in Lon- 
don and Edinburgh with fuccefs, in Rheumatic cafes, 
Pescrip. The fize of this bird is rather fuperior to that of the common 
gull : the bill very ftrong, much hooked at the end, and of a yel- 
low color. The noftrils are compofcd of two large tubes, lodged 
in one (heath : the head, neck, whole under fide of the body, and 
taU, are white ; the back, and coverts [of the wings alh colored : 
the quil-feathers duiky : the legs ycUowifli. In lieu of a back toe, 
it 'has only a fort of fpur, or iharp ftrait nail. Thefe birds feed on 
the bhibber or fat of whales, &c. which, being foon convertible 
into oil, fuppltes them conftantly with means of defence, ^ ^ell 
as provifion for their young, which they caft up into their mouths. 
They are likewife faid to feed on forrelj which they ufe to qualify 
the unftious diet they live on. 

'Frederick Martens^ who had opportunity of feeing vaft numbers 
of theie birds at Spitzbergen^ obferves, that they are very bold, and 
r^fort after the whale fiihers in great flocks, and that whema vihale 
is taken, will, fO fpite of dll endeavours, light on it -and pick out 
large lumps of fat, even when the animal is alive. That the whales 
are often difcovered at fea by the multitudes oi MalUmuckis flying} 
and that when one of the former are wounded, prodigious multi- 
tudes immediately follow its bloody track. He adds, that it 'is a 
moft gluttonous bird, eating till it is forced to di%orge its food. 



Avi8 
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Atis Diomedea, Artenna* AUr, av. Procellaria Puffinas. Lin.J^fi.zi^. 258. Shear- 

in. 36. Puffinus, le Puffin. Brijbn av. VI. Watbr. 

Manks Puffin. WiL em. 333. 131. tab. 12./^. i. is a variety of it. 

itmijyn, aw. 134. Firoenjsbus Skrabe. Nornngis Skraap, 

Shearwater, lion. 133. Pullus. Feroenfibus Liere. Brunnich^ 

WiL om, 334. 1 10. 

Patines de oviedo. Raiij^n, av, 191. ManKs Petrel. Bn Zool. 146. 
Eikv» av. 359* 



THE length of this fpecics is fifteen inches; the breadth thir- Dbscrip. 
ty-onc : the weight feventeen ounces : the bill is an inch 
and three-quarters long ; the noftrils tubular, but not very pronu- 
nent : the head, and whole upper fide of the body, wings, tail, 
and thighs, are of a footy blacknefs ; the under fide from chin to 
tail, and inner coverts of the wings, white : the legs weak, and 
cooiprefled fideways \ dulky behind, whitifh before. 

Thefe birds are found in the Calf di Man: and as Mr. Ray fup- 
pofes in the Sdlty-ijles: they refort to the former in February y take 
a Ihort pofleffion of the rabbet burrows, and then difappear till 
jjpril: they lay Ofie egg, white and blunt at each end; and the 
young are fit to be taken the beginning of Juguji^ when great num- 
bers are killed by^ the perfon who farms the iQe : they are faked 
and barelled ; and when they are boiled, «re eaten with potatoes. 
During the dly they keep at fea, filhing ; and towards evening re* 
turn to their young ; whom they feed, by difcharging the contents 
of their ftomachs into their mouths ; which by that time is turned 
into oil : by reafon of the backward fituation of their legs they fit 
quite creft. Tih^iy quit the ifle the latter end of Jugujf^ or begin- 
ning of 5^rm^^; and, from accounts lately received from navi- 
Vol. II. O o o gators. 
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gators, we have reasfon to imagine, that like the ftormfincby they 
are difperfcd over the whole Atlantic ocean. 

This fpecies inhabits alfo the Orkney ifles, where it makes its ncft 
in holes on the earth near the (helves of the rocks and headlands 5 
it is called there the Lyr€% and is much valued there, both on ac- 
count of its being a food, and for its feathers. The inhabitants 
take and fait them in Auguft for winter provifions, when they boil 
them with cabbage. They alib take the old ;ones in March ; but 
they are then poor, and not fo well taftcd as the young : they ap- 
pear firft in thofe iflands in February^ 



259. Stormy The Storm-fiQck. Clufii exot, 368. Procellaria pelagica. Lin* fyfi. 2rr. 

WiU orn, 395. . Scopoli^ No. 95. 

Small Petrel. Edw. a<v, 90. Stromwaders vogel. Faun, Suec.yp, ij^$, 

BorIa/e*s Cornnval. 247. ta6,. 29. Norvigis Soreo Peder. St. Peders Fugl, 

The Gouider. Smithes bift- Kerry. 186. Vefien-vinda Are Sonden-vindsFugl, 

Aflila?. Martinis 'voy, St. Kilda, 34. Uvcyrs Fuel : nonnuUis^ Hare. Fcroen* 

Sib. Sifi. Fife. 48. /^w Strunkvit. Brun, 117. 

Procellaria, le Petrel. Brijfon av. VI. Little Petrel. Br. Zool, 146. 
140. tab. 13./^. I. 



t)E3CRip. ATpHIS bird is about the bulk of the houfe fwallowr the length 
■*" fix inches ; the extent of wings thirteen. The whole bird is 
black, except the coverts of the tail and vent-festthers, which arc 
white : the bill is hooked at the end : the noftrils tabular : the legs 
(lender, and long. It has tfee fame faculty of fpouf ing oil from its 
bill as the other fpecies : and Mr. Brunnicb tells u4 that the inha- 
bitants of the Ferroe ifles make this bird ferve the purpofes of a 
candle, by drawing a wick through the mouth and rump, which 

being 
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being lighted, the flatne is fed by the fat and oil of the body. Ex- 
cept in breeding time it is always at fea ; and is feen all over the 
vafl: Jtlantic ocean, at the greateft diftance from land; often fol- 
lowing the veflels in ^reat flocks, to pick up any thing that falls 
from on board : for trial-fake chopped ftraw has been flung over, 
which they would ftand on with expanded wings ; but were never 
obferved to fettle on, or fwim in the water : it prefages bad weather, 
and cautions the ieamen of the approach of a temped, by colleding 
under the ftern of the fhips : it braves the utmoft fury of the florm, 
fometimes (kimming with incredible velocity along the hollows of 
the waves, fometimes on the fummits : Clujius makes it the Camilla 
of the fca> 

Vcl mare per medium fia&a fufpenfa tumenti 

Ferret iter, celefes nee tingeret aeqaore plantas. Virgil. 

She fwept the feas, and as ihe ikim'd along. 

Her flying feet unbathM on' billows hung. D a r o b n . 

Thefe birds are the CypfeUi q£ PU^^ which he places among the 
Apodes of Ariftotk\ not becaufe they wanted feet, but were 
K^orogro&E*^ or had bad, or ufelefs ones ; an attribute he gives to thefe 
Ipecies, on a fuppofition they were almoft always on the wing. 
Hardouin^ a critick quite unfkilled in natural hiftory, imagines them 
to be martins, the CypfelU of Ariftotk f : but a litde attention to 
the text of each of thofe antient naturalifts, is fufficient to evince 
tfato they are very different birds 1 the latter very accurately def- 

♦ Arijt. 17* 
t ?• 1067. 

O o o 2 cribe9 
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cribes tlie charafters of that fpecies of fwallow : while PKtrf ex* 
preffcs the very manner of life of our Petrel. 

^^ Nidificant in fcopulis^ has funt quae toio mart cemuntur : oec 
unquam tam longo naves, tamque continuo cprfu recedunt a terra, 
ut non circumvolitent eas Apodes.'^ Z./^. x. ^.. 39. 

In jfuguft 1772, I found them on the rocks called MacdonaWs 
^ahky off the north end of the IJle ofSkie\ fo conjefture they brecdi 
there. They lurked under the loofe ftones, but betrayed them- 
felves by their twittering noife. 



BILL 



la.xcir. 



jpp q6o. 



M.A::B*. GOOSA^Ef BBa.- 
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GOOSANDER. 
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BILL flender, furnifhed at the end vfkhsi crooked nail; Edges of XLVI. 

each mandible fharply ferrated. * ^^^S^r^"^* 

NOSTRILiS near the middle of the mandible. "Small, fub-ovatcdi 
TONGUE flcnder. 
FEET, exterior toe longer than the middle. 



Mergus cirrhatus ffem.J Gefner teo^ 
134. Mereanfer (Merradi) 135. 

AUr. av. III. 113. 

Goofander. WiL cm. 335. 

Dun diver, or Sparling-fowl. ibid. 

Raiijyn, tev. 134. 

Merganier, THarle. Brijpm mi. VI. 
231. ^ab., 22. 

lyleer-rache. Kram. 343. 



Sec-Rache. Frifcb^ II. 190, 191. 
Mergus merganfer. Lin.fyft. 208. 
Wrakfogcl, Kjoftfogcl, Ard, §kraka. 

Fai^n, Suec. /p. 135. 
Pekipk. Crantx's GreenL h 80. 
IJlandis Skior-And. Danis Skalleflttgen 

Brwmicb, 92, & 93. 
JBr. Zoel. 147. * 



260. Goos- 

ANDBR. 



THESE birds frequent our rivers, and other frcfh waters, 
efpecially in hard winters y they are great divers, and live 
on filh. They are never feen in the^fouthern parts of Great Britain 
during i^mmer ; when they retire far north to breed ; for in that 
feafon they have been Ihot in the Hebrides. TJiey are uncommonly 
rank, and fcarcely eatable. • 

The male weighs four pounds: its leng^ is two^ feet four 
inches ; the breadth three feet two. The bill is Aree inches long, 
narrow, and finely toothed, or ferrated : the cq||2^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
irides, is red. . ' ^ 

The 



Pescrip. 

Malb. 
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The head is large, and the feathers on the hiod part long and 
loofe»: the color black, finely glofled with green : the upper part 
of the neck the fame : the lower part, and under fide of the body 
of a fine pale yellow : the upper part of the back, and inner fca« 
pulars are black : the lcf#er part of the back, and the tail are a(h 
colored : the tail confifts of eighteen feathers : the greater quil- 
feathers are black, the lefler white, fotne of which are edged with 
black: the coverts at the fetting on of the wing «re black ; the 
reft white : the legs of a deep orange color. 
Dun Diver* Thetdun DiveTj or female, is lefs than the male : the heJ^d, and 
upper part of the neck are ferruginous ; the throat white : the fea- 
thers on the hind part are long, and form a pendent creft: the 
back, the coverts of the wings, and the tail are of a deep alh color : 
the greater quil feathers ^e black, the lefler white : the breaft, 
and middle of the belly are white, tinged with yellow. 

We belie>^ that Belon ♦ defcribes this fex under the title of Bieure 
cyfeau^ and ^erts, that it builds its nefl: on rocks and in trees 
like the Clirvorant. 



^^ BdfH av. i6j« 



•>"t^ 



Anas 



Pl.XCTII. 



jrF2ffi 



lAM F. RED-BBEA5TED GOOSANDER 
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Anas Longiroftra. Gefmr av, 133. 
Aldr. av. III. 113. 
. The Serula. WiL ovn. ^^6. 
Raiifyn. av, 135. 
LelTer toothed Diver. MortorPs Nor- 

thampt, 429. 
L' Hstfle hupe. Brijfon av* VI. 237. 



BraunkopfigerTilgeryTaacher. Kram, 

343- ^ 
Mer2us terator. Lin.fyft, 208. 
PracKa. Faut^, Suec. /p, 1^6. 
DiatkFlfk-Arid. Srunnicht 96^ 
j5r. ZeoL 147. 



261. Red 

B&EA5Tfi9«> 



nr^ HIS fpecics weighs two pounds : the length is one foot nine 
^ inches •, the breadth two feet feven : the bill is three inches 
long \ the Ipwer mandible red ; the upper duflcy : the irides a pur* 
plifh ltd : head and throat a fine changeable black and green : 
on the firft a long pendent creft of the fame color : upper part of 
the neck, of the breaft, and tfte whole brfly white : lower part of 
the bread: ferruginous, fpotted with black : upper part of the back 
black : - near the fetting on of the wings fome white feathers, edged 
and tipt with black: the exterior fcapul^s black; the interior 
white: lower part of the back, the coverts of the tail, and fea^ 
thers on the fides under the wings and over the thighs grey, ele^- 
gantly marked with ziczag lines of black : coverts on the ridge of 
the wings dulky ; then fuccqpds a broad bar of white : the greates 
coverts half black, half white : the fecondaries next tRe quil fea- 
thecs marked in the fame manner ; the reft white:^ edged on one 
fide with black: the quil feathers duiky. Ttil fliort. and brown r 
legs orangQ colored. 

The head and upper pnrt of the neck of the female of a deep 
ry|b cobr : the creft fliort : thix)at i#hite : for^|»rt of the neck 
and breaft marbled with deep a(h color : belly white : great quil 

feathers 



DE8CRir« 
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feathers duJky: lower half of the neareft fecondaries black; the 
upper white ; the reft dulky : back, fcapulars, and tail afli co- 
lored. The upper half of the firft fecondary feathers white ; the 
lower half black : the others dufky. 

Thefe birds breed in the northern parts of Great Britain i we 
have feen them and their young on Locb Mart in the county of 
Rofsy and in the ifle of Say. 



262. Smew. La Piettc. Selon av. 171. te petit harlc hnpS ou Ic Piette. iri/- 

Mergus rhenanus. Ge/ngr av, 131. /on ofu. VI. 243. Tat. 24. J^g. u 

Aldr. arv. III. iii. & 2. 

White Nun. WH, om* 337. Kram. 344. 

Lough Diver. 338. Krcuta-Entc (Crofs-Duck) Fri/cbf IL 

lR,mifyu. av* 135. 172. 

Mergus albellus. Lin*Jlyft. 209. Cimhris Hviid Side. Srutmich, gj. 

Faun, Suec. fp. \yj. Br, ZooL 148. Scofoli, No. 89. 



Descrip. TTS weight is thirty-four ounces: the length eighteen inched) 
Jl the breadth twenty-fix. The bill is near two inches long, and 
of a lead color : the head is adorned with a long creft, white abov^ 
black beneath : from a little beyond the eye to the bill, is a large 
oval black fpot, gloflcd with green y the head, neck, and whole 
under fide of the body are of a pure white ; on the lower part of 
the neck are two femilunar black lines pointing forward : the inner 
fcapulars, the back, the coverts on the ridge of the wing, and the 
greater quil feathers are black ; the middle rows of coverts are 
white ; the next black, tipt with white ; the leffer quil feathers the 
fame j the fcapular^ next the wings white : the t^il deep aOi color: 
the legs a bluifh grey. 

The 
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The female, or lough diver^ is lefs than the male. The marks 
in the wings are the fame in both fexes : the back, the fcapulars, 
and the tail are duiky : the head, and hind part of the neck ferru- 
ginous : chin, and fore part of the neck white: the breaft clouded 
with grey : the belly white : the legs dulky. 



The Wcefel Coot. AU. av. I. /. 84. Faun. Smc. J^. 138. 263. Red 

Tah.%%. L' Harle etoile. BriJJhna'v, VI. 252. headed. 

Mergus xninutus. Lin,J^fi, 209. Br, Zool, 148. 



ri^HIS bird weighs fifteen ounces : the length is one foot four Descrip. 
-■• inches ; the breadth one foot eleven inches : the bill is of a 
lead color : the head is (lightly crefted, and of a ruft color : from 
beyond the eyes to the bill is an oval black fpot : the cheeks and 
throat are white : the hind part of the neck is of a deep grey ; the 
fore part clouded with a lighter : the belly white : the back and 
tail are of a dufky a(h color : the legs of a pale afh color : the 
wings have exactly the fame marks and colors with the fmew \ and 
as the fpaces between the eyes and bill are marked with a fimilar 
fpot in both, if authors did not agree to make the lough diver the 
feniiale of that bird, we fhould fuppofe this to be it. 



Vol, n. P p p BILL 
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XLVII. BILL ftrong, flat, or depreffed^ and commonly furniflied at the 
end with a nail. Edges divided into (harp lamella. 
NOSTRILS fmall and oval. 
TONGUE broad, edges near the bafc fringed. 
FEET ; middle toe the longeft. 



164. Wild Gefitenm. 373. Labod. ScofioJt, Uo, 66. 
SwAN» Wild Swan, Elk^ or Hooper. JSP7/. Schwanc. Kram. 338. 

om. 356. Anas Cygnas ferus. Lin.fyft. 294. 

lEiaiifyn^ av* 136. Swan. Fomm, Suec. jp* 107. 

EJw, av. I CO* Danis Vild Svane. Cimiris Sna^l- 
Le Cygne uuvage. Briffcn vu^ VL Svane. Brunnkby 94. 

292. Tab», 28« gSr. Z00/. 149. add.plat9s^ 

THE wild fwan frequents our coafts in hard winters In large 
flocks^ but as far as we can inform ourfelves does not breed 
in Great Britain, Martin"^ acquaints us, that fwans come ia 
OStober in great numbers to Lingey^ one of the Weftem Ifies ; and 
continue there till Manh^ when they retire more northward to 
breeds A few continue in Mainland^ one of the Orkniis^ and breed 
in the little ides of the frefli watec lochs ; but the multitude retires 
at approach of fpring. On that account, fwans are there the 
country man^s almanack : on their quitting the ifland, they pre- 
fage good weather ; on their arrival, they announce bad. Thde, 
as well as moft other water fowl, prefer for the purpofc of inca- 

f Di/cr. Wift. IJks, 71. 

l)atio!L 



Class IL W I L D S W A N.' 475 

bation thofe places that are left frequented by mankind : accor- 
dingly we find that the lakes and forefts of the diftant Lapland are 
filled during fummer with myriads of water fowl, and there fwans, 
geeie, the duck tribe, goofanders, divers, tec. pafs that feafoni 
but in autumn return to us, and to other more hofpitable {hores *. 

This fpecies is lefs than the tame fwan : length five feet to the Descrip. 
end of the feet ; to that of the tail four feet ten inches : extent of 
wing feven feet three inches: weight from thirteen to fixteen 
pounds. The lower part of the bill is black) the bafe of it, and 
the fpace between that and the eyes, is covered with a naked yel- 
low ikin ; the eyelids are bare and yellow : the whole plumage in 
old birds is of a pure white % the down is very foft and thick : the 
legs black. The cry of this kind is very loud, and may be heard 
at a great diftance^ from which it is fometimes called the Hooper, 



* Fhfa Ldpp9rica^ 273. Onwret AM, de Mauperfm, Tm, III. p. 141, 175, 
According to the obfervttion of that iUuftrioiM writer, the Laflatui lakes are 
iiUed with the /iirviv oftheKnat (culex pipieni, Un.Jyft, 602.) or fome other 
infed, that depofites its eggs in the water ; which being an agreeable food to 
water fowl, is another caufe of their refort to thofe deferts. 



Pppa 
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265. Tame Le Cygne. Belon av, 151. Lc Cygne. Brijfon teu. VI. 288. 

Swan. Gefner a<v. 371. Anas Cygnus manfaetus. Lin.fyft. 194,, 

Cygno, Cifano. Aldr, eev. III. i. Swan. Faun. Suec, /p. 107, 

JVu. om, 355. Schwan. Fri/ch^ II. 152. 

Raiijyn, au. 136. Danis Tam Svane. Brwmicb^ 44. 

Ednjj. a'v^ 150. Br^ZooL i\^, add. plates. 
Plott*s bift. Staff, zz^. 



Dbscrip. nr^HTS is the largeft of the Britijh birds. It is (fiftinguiihcd 
X externally from the wild fwan ; firft, by its fize, being much 
larger : fecondly, by the bill, which in this is red, and the tip and 
fides black, and the Ikin between the eyes and bill is of the fame 
color. Over the bafe of the upper mandible projefts a black cal7 
lous knob : the whole plumage in old birds is white » in young 
ones afti colored till the fecond year : the legs dufky : but Dr. Phtt 
mentions a variety found on the Trent near Rugefyy with red legs. 
The fwan lays feven or eight eggs, and is near two months in 
hatching : it feeds on water plants, infedts and fhells. No bird 
perhaps makes fo inelegant a figure out of the water, or has the 
command of fuch beautiful attitudes in that element as the fwan : 
almoft every poet has taken notice of it, but none with that 
juftice of defcription, and in fo pidturefque a manner, as our 
MiUon. 

The fwan with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling, proadly rows 
Her ftate with oary feet. Par. Lofty B. VII. 

But 
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But we cannot help thinking that he had here an eye to that beau- 
tiful paflagc in SiUus Itaticus on the fame fubjeft, though the 
Englijh poet has greatly improved on it. 

Haud fecus Eridani ftagnis^ rlpave Cayftri 

Innatat albus olor, pronoque immobile corpus 

Dat fluvio, et pedibus tacitas eremigat undas. Lib. XIV. 

In former times it was ferved up at every great feaft, when the 
elegance of the table was meafured by the fize and quantity of the 
good cheer. Cygnets are to this day fattened at Norwich about 
CbriftmaSj and are fold for a guinea a piece. 

Swans were formerly held in fuch great edeem in England^ that 
by an adt of Edward IV. c. 6. " no one that poffeffed a freehold 
of lefs clear yearly value than five marks, was permitted to keep 
any, other than the/on of our fovereign lord the king." And by the 
eleventh oi Henry VII. r. 17. the punifhment for taking their eggs 
was imprifonment for a year and a day, and a fine at the king's 
will. Though at prefent they are not fo highly valued as a deli- 
cacy, yet great numbers are prcferved for their beauty j we fee 
multitudes on the Thames and ^rentj but no where greater num- 
bers than on the fait water inlet of the fea, near Abbotjbury in 
Dorfetjhire, 

Thefe birds were by the ancients confecrated to jfyoUo and the 
Mufes\ 

— — — Ev9a M/XVO^ fAi>JUiioi 

Mou<rai ^sgarnvsi. Eurip. Iphig, in Taur, Sn. 1 1 04. 

And Callimachus^ in his hymn upon the ifland of Delos^ is ftill 

more particular : 

— Ejmwi 
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TAME SWAN^ Claw IL 

Mnovwv 9r«rr«Xoy vantKuffcarro Xwrwrij 
lAovaem ofviSs;, ooiSbrardu ^rtni»m. 

Oyido¥ UK sr aa^av, o VvAoftv, 

•— i When from PaSabu' golden banks 

Apoilo*s tanefol fongfters, fnowy fwans 

Steering tkeir flight, fcven times their circling conrie 

Wheel round the ifland, caroling mesm time 

Soft melody, the favourites of the Nine, 

Thus uihering to birth with dulcet founds 

The God of harmony, and hence fev'n ftrbgs 

Hereafter to his golden lyre he gave. 

For ere the eighth ibft concert was begun 

He fprung to birth. Doif*s CaSsMUfcius, p. ii;. 

Upon this idea of their being peculiarly confecrated to ApfMo and 
the Mufes^ (the deities of harmony) feems to have been ingrafted, 
the notion the antients had of fwans being endowed with a mufical 
voice. Tho* this might be one reafon for the fable ; yet, to us 
there appears another dill ftronger, which arofe from the Pytbago* 
rean dodrine of the tranfmigration of the foul into the bodies of 
animals ; from the belief, that the body of the fwan was allotted 
for the manfion of departed poets* Thus Plato makes his prophet 

fay, «3)mv /(A£v fop '^vx^ ^ '^^ ^OTc Offsoi^ ym/Aevnv jamvH 0iov cupsfumf * • ^^ I 

faw the foul of Orpheus prefer the life of a fwan.*' 

• De Rtpull Lib. X. fuh fini. 

After 
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After the anttents had thus furnifhed tbefe birds with fuch agree- 
able inmates, it is not to be doubted but they would attribute t& 
them the fame powers of harmony, that poets po0efled, prcviotrs 
to their tranfmigration : but the vulgar not diftinguilhing between 
the fweetnefs of numbers, and that of voiee, ignorantly believed 
that to be real, which philofophers and poets only meant meta* 
phorically. 

In time a fwan became a common trope for a Bard •» Horace calk 
Pindar Dircaum Cygnumj and in one ode even fuppofcs himfelf 
chajiged into a fwan ^ Virgil ipeaks of his poetical brethren in the 
fame manner, 

Fare, tuuxn noncn 

Cantanles fublime fereat ad Ijdera cygni* McUg* IX* 

when he fpeaks of them figuratively, he afcribes to them melody,^ 
er the power of tnufick ; but when he talks of them as birds, he 
lays afide fi&ion, and like a true naturalift ^ves them their real 
note^ 

Pant fomtmn rauct per fiagna loqnada cygai, JEmid* lib. XL 

Thus he, as well as Pli^*^ in faft, gave no credit to the mu- 
£ckcf fwans. jiri/atk fpeaks of it only by hearfayf, but, when 
once an error is ftaned, it is not furpriziog that it is adopted, 
tipedaUy by poets, geniufes of all others of the mofl: unbcMmded 

• Lib. X, c. 33. 
f. Mijt. ««• 1045* 

' imaginationKr 



48o T A M E S W A N. Class 11. 

imaginations. For this reafon poets were fald to animate fwans, 
from the notion that they flew higher than any other birds, and 
Hefiod diftinguifties them by the epithet of «wwwa£/><r<^oT«*, "the 
lofty flying fwans"; Thus Horace^ whilft he humbly compares 
himfelf to a bee, contenting itfelf with the creeping thyme, fends 
his Dirc^eum Cygnum into the clouds, 

Multa Dircaum levat aura cygnum, 

Tendity Antoni, quoties in altos 

Nubium tradas. Ode. II. Lib. 4. 

but when he finds himfelf (truck with a true poetical fpirit, he at 
once aflTumes the form of this favourite bird, 

Non uiitata nee tenui feror 

Penna, biformis per liqoidum xthera 

Vatcs : 

^— - et album mutor in alitem. Ode* XX. Lib* 2» 

And doubtlefs he was on the wing in his firfl: ode, 

Sublimi feriam fydera vertice. 

Befides thefe opinions, the antients held another ftill more Angu- 
lar, imagining that the fwan foretold its own end : to explain this 
we mufl: confider the twofold charafter of the poet, Vates and 
Poeta^ which the fable of the tranfmigration continue to the bird, 

• Scut. Here. 1. 316, 

or 
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or they might be fuppofed to derive that faculty from Apollo^, 
their patron deity, the god of prophecy and divination. 

As to their being fuppofed to fing more fweetly at the approach 
of death, the caufe is beautifully explained by Plato^ who attributes 
that unufual melody, to the fame fort of Ecftaff that good men are 
fometimes faid to enjoy at that awful hour, fore&eing the joys that 
are preparing for them on putting^ofF mortality, MotfloM re ««, mb 

u, Ev T« wfoffdtv xiovu f. « They become prophetic, and forefceing 
the happinefs which they Ihall enjoy in another ftate, are in greater 
ecftafy than they have before experienced". 

This notion, tho' accounted for by Plato^ feems to have been ^ 
popular one long before his time, for ^fchyks alludes to it in hi; 
Jgiimemfwt 9 Cfytenmejiru fpeaking of Caffandra^ fays» 

«— — n h roi, Mumm ^xnv, 

Toy vforw /biex^o^a ianaayjm yoenf, 

KsiTCU, 

«— • She like the fwan 
Ejqpmngf dies in melody. 



* Pha^ms Pbado. Ed. Cantaib. 1683, p. 124. 
\ Ibul. 
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^66. Grey Grey Lag, the Fen-Goofe of Lipr. Raii Jyn. av. 136. 

^AC. Pb.Tranf. ahr. VL. Z^i. Gofs (the tame). Scofelt, Vlo. 6g^ 



Descrip. ^TT^HIS is our krgeft fpecics 5 the hcavieft vreigh ten pounds : 

X the length is two feet nine ; the extent five feeu 

The bill is large and elevated j of a flefh color, tinged with yel- 

low : the nail white t the head and kieck cinereous, mixed with 

ochraceous yellow : the hind part of the neck very pale % and at 

the bafe of a yellowilh brown. 

Breaft and belly whitifb, clouded with grey or afli o^or : back 
grey : lefler coverts of the wings almofl: white ; the mtddk ro^, 
deep cinereous flightly edged with white: the primaries grey, 
tipt with black, and edged with white: fecondaries entirely black; 
grey only at their bafe : the fcapulars of a deep afh color, edged 
with white. 

The coverts of the tail, and the vent feathers of a pure white ^ 
the middle feathers of the tail dulky, tipt with white •, the exterior 
feathers almofl: wholly white. The legs of a flefli color. 

History. This fpccies refides in the fens the whole year: breeds there, and 
hatches about eight or nine young which are often taken, eafily 
made tame, and efteemed mofl: excellent meat, fuperior to the do- 
mefliic gooie. The old geefe v^hich are fhot, are plucked and fold 
in the market as fine tame ones •, and readily bought^ the purchafer 
being deceived by the fizc, but their flefli is coarfe. Towards 
winter they colled in great flocks, but in all feafons live and feed 
in the fens. 

'The 
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The Grey Lag is the origin of the domefiic goafe ; it t$ the only 
ipecie$ that the Briions couki take young, and familiarize : the 
other two never breed here, and niigrate during fummer. The 
mallard cocnes within the fame defcription, and is the fpecies to 
which we owe our tame breed of ducks : both preferve fome of the 
marks of their wild (late ; the goofe the whiteoels of the coverts of 
the tail and vent- feathers ; the drake its curled feathers. The 
gooie in other colors fports lefs in the tame kind than the other. 

Tame geefc are of vaft longevity. Mr. WiUugbhy gives an ex- Tame Goosr 
ample of one that attained eighty years* 

Tame geefe are keep in vaft multitudes in the fens of Lincoln- 
Jbire\ a finglc perfon will keep a thoufand old geefe, each of which 
will rear feven ; fo that towards the end of the feafon he will be- 
come mafter of eight thoufand. I beg leave to repeat here part of 
the hiftory of their ceconomy from my tour in Scotland, in order to 
complete my account. 

During the breeding feafon thefe birds are lodged in the fame 
houies with the inhabitants, and even in their very bed-chambers : 
in every apartment are three rows of coarie wicker pens, placed 
one above another ; each bird has its feparate lodge divided from 
the other, which it keeps pofleflSon of during the time of fitting. 
A perfon, called a Gozzardy i. e. Goofe- herd, attends the flock, and 
twice a day drives the whole to water ; then brings them back to 
their habitations, helping thofe that live in the upper (lories to 
their neds, without ever mifplacing a (ingle bird. 

The geefe are plucked five times in the year: the firft plucking FEATHfiRs. 
is. at Lady-Dayy for feathers and quils, and the fame is renewed, 
for feathers only, four times more between that and Micbaelmas. 
The old geefe fubmit quietly to the operation, but the young ones 

Q^q q 2 arc 
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arc very noify and unruly. I once faw this performed, and obferv- 
ed, that goflins of fix weeks old were not fpared ; for their tails 
were plucked, as I was told, to habituate them early to what they 
were to come to. If the feafon proves cold, numbers of the geefe 
die by this barbarous cuftom. At the time, about ten pluckers 
are employed, each with a coarle apron up to his chin. 

Vaft numbers of geefe arc driven annually to London to fupply 
the markets, among them all the fuperannuated geefe and ganders 
(called here Cagmags) which, by a long courfe of plucking, prove 
uncommonly tough and dry. 

The feathers are a confiderable article of commerce j thofe from 
Somerfetjinre are efteemed the beftj and thofe from Ireland the 
worft. 

It will not here be foreign to the fubjed to give fome account 
of the feathers that other birds and other countries fupply our 
IJland with, which was communicated ' to us by an intelligent per- 
fon in the feather trade. 

Eider down is imported from Denmark^ the ducks that fupply it 
being inhabitants of Hudfotfs-Bay^ Greenland^ Iceland and Norway ; 
our own iflands weft of Scotland breed numbers of thefe birds, and 
might turn out a profitable branch of trade to the poor inhabitants 
HudfofCs'Bay alfo furnifhes a very fine feather, fuppofcd to be of 
the goofe kind. 

The down of the fwan is brought from Dantzick. The fame 
place alfo fends us great quantity of the feathers of the cock and 
hen. The London poulterers fell a great quantity of the feathers of 
thofe birds, and of ducks and turkies; thofe of ducks being a 
weaker feather, are inferior to thofe of the goofe j turkey's feathers 
are the worft of any. 

The 
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The befl: method of curing feathers is to lay them in a room in 
an expofure to the fun, and when dried to put them in bags, and 
beat them well with poles to get the dirt off. 

We have often been furprized that no experiments had been 
made on the feathers of the Auk tribe, as fuch numbers refort to 
our rocks annually, and promife, from the appearance of their plu- 
mage, to furniih a warm and foft feather ; but we have lately been 
informed, that fome unfuccefsful trials have been made at Glafgow: 
a gentleman who had made a voyage to the weftern ifles, and 
brought fome of the feathers home with a laudable defign of pro- 
moting the trade of our own country, attempted to render them fit 
for ufc, firft by baking, then by boiling them j but their ilench 
was fo offcnfive, that the Glafgow people could not be prevaled on 
to leave off their correfpondcncc with Dantzick. The difagreeable 
fmell of thefe feathers muft be owing to the quantity of oil that all 
water fowls ufe from the glandules of their rump to prefervc and 
Imooth their feathers ; and as fea birds mufl: expend more of this 
unftion than other waterfowl, being almoft perpetually on that cle- 
ment, and as their food is entirely filh, that oil muft receive a great 
ranknefs, and communicate it to the plumage, fo as to render it 
abfolutely unfit for ufe. 



L'Oye 
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zSj. Bean- WOje privce, t'Oye Salvage. Bebtt 

Goose. av 156. 15S. 

Gr/ner a^. 142. 158. 

JUr. av. III. 4^ 67. Pi^«/. 7r. U. 

852. 
Tame Goofc, commoo wild Goofe. 

ml. am. SS^' yp* *> *• 
Rati j^n. av, 136. Jf. 3, 4. 
L'Oye domeftiqae, L'Oye Saavtge. 

JBriJen av. VI. 262, 265. 
Oca domeftica» Salvatica, Baletta. 



ZiMOtt. 104. 
Gas dikaya. Ru/s. N. Com. Pctr. IV. 

418. . 
Wild gzxkfi, Einheimifche ganfs. KroM* 

338. Fri/ch, 11. 155, 157. 
Anas anfer manfuetas— ferus. Lin, fyft. 

197- . 
Gas — ^will gas. Faun. Su§c, /p. ii4« 
Cr€uitx*s Greenl. I. 80. 
Dams Tarn Gaas. Brtmttkb^ 55. 
^r. Zsp/. 150. 



D£scRip» ^TT^HE length of this fpccics is two feet (even inches : the "extent 
•* four feet eleven : the weight jix pounds and a half. The 
^ bill which is the chief fpccific diftinftion between this and the for- 
mer is fmall, much comprefled near the end, whiti(h and fometimes 
pale red in the middle ; and black at the bafe and nail : head and 
neck are miereous brown, tinged with ferruginous : breaft and 
belly dirty white, clouded with cinereous : fides and fcapulars dark 
afti color, edged with white: the back of a plain a(h color: coverts 
of the tail white : leffer coverts of the wings light grey, nearly- 
white ; the middle deeper tipt with white : primaries and feconda- 
ries grey, tipt with black : feet and legs fafFron color: claws bla^k* 
History. This fpecies arrives in Lincoln/hire in autumn, and is called there 
the bean goofe^ from the likenefs of the nail of the bill to a horfe bean. 
They always ^ht on corn fields^ and feed much on the green 
wheat. 

They never breed in the fens 5 but all difappear in JWiy. They 
retreat to the fequeftred wilds of the north of Europe: in their mi- 
gration 




8 



ClaSsII. white PRONTEB goose. 4B7 

gration they By a great height, cackling as they go. They preferve 
a great regularity in their motions, fonietimes forming a ftrait line, 
at others affume the fliapc of a wedge, which facilitates their pro- 
^grefs -, for they cut the air the readier in that form than if they flew 
pell-melL 



The laughing Goofe. f/ov. itM;. 153. L'Oye fanvage du nord. BriJ/bn wv, 368, Whttt 
Anas erythropus (feemj. Zin, fyft. VI. 269. Jroiitbi>. 

107. Polnifche Ganls. Kram. 339. 

Piael^as. Taun. SuicJ^, 116. IXanh Vild Gaas. Brwmichy 53. 

Br. ZwI. 150. 



THE weight of this kind is about five pounds and a half: the Dbschip. 
length two feet four : the extent four feet fix i the bill de* 
vated, of a pale yellow color, with a white nail. The forehead white : 
head and neck of the fame color wiih thofe of the former: the co- 
verts of the wing ; the primaries and fccondaries darker : in the 
tail the afli color predominates : it is like the two preceding, fur- 
Tounded with a white ring. The bread and belly of a dirty white, 
marked with great fpots of black : the legs yellow : the nails whi- 
tifli. 

Thefe vifit the fens and other parts of England during winter, in History. 
fmall flocks : they keep always in marlhy places, and never fre- 
quent the corn lands. They difappear in the earlieft fpring, and 
none are feen after the middle of March. Linnaeus makes this goofe 
the female of ihtSernacIei but we think his opinion not well found- 
ed. 

Doftor 
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Doftor Lifier adds two other fpecies to the lift of EngUJh geefe ; 
one he calls the great Black Goofe or HHnlk \ the other the fnkdl 
Spanijh Goofe^ which he fays is of the fame color with the common 
goofe; but is no larger than the Brent -y but each fpecies has hitherto 
eluded our moft diligent enquiry. 

I muft conclude this fubjedt with obferving that the goofe was 
one of the forbidden foods of the Britons in the time of Cdffar. 



269. BSR- 
KACLB. 



L'Oye nonnette ou Cravant. BeloM a*o. 

158. 
Brenta, vel Bernicla. Gefner a'u* 109. 

110. 
AUr, av. III. 71.^ PbiU Tr. II. 853. 
Bernacle, or Clakis, WiL orn. 
Raiijyn, aw. 137. 
^bh. hifi. Sc9t. 21. 



Gerard^ s Herbal. 1^87. 
La Bernache. Brijfon av, VI. JOO. 
Anas Erythropus (mas)y Lin.jyft. 197. 
Fiacllgas. Faun. Suec.jfp. 116. 
Schottische Gans. Frifch^ II. 189. 
Anfer brendinas. Caii opt^fc. 87. 
Crantx^s Greenl. I. 80. 
Br. Zool. 150* 



Dbscrip. rr^HIS bird weighs about five pounds ; the length is two feet 
X one inch; the breadth four feet five inches; the bill is black; 
and only one inch three-eights long; the head is fmall; the fore- 
head and cheeks white ; from the bill to the eyes is a black line ; 
the hind part of the head, the whole neck, and upper part of the 
breaft and back are of a deep black ; the whole underfide of the 
body, and coverts of the tail are white ; the back, fcapulars and 
coverts of the wings, are beautifully barred with grey, black, and 
white ; the tail is black, the legs of the fame color, and fmall. 

Thcfe birds appear in vaft flocks during winter, on the north 
weft coafts of this kingdom : are very (hy and wild ; but on being 
taken, grow as familiar as our tame geefe in a few days ; in Febru-^ 

ary 
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ary they quit our (hores, and retire as far as Lapland^ Greenland znd 
even Spitzhergen to breed*. 

They live to a great age : the Rev. Doflior Buckwortb of Spald- 
ing had one which was kept in the family above two and thirty 
years \ but was blind during the two laft : what its age was when 
firfl: taken was unknown.. 

Thefe are the birds that about two hundred years ago were be- 
lieved to be generated out of wood, or rather a fpecies of (hell that 
is often found fticking to the bottoms of (hips, or fragments of 
them; and were called Tree-gee/ef. Thefe were alfo thought by 
fome writers to have been the Cbenalopeces of Pliny : they Ihould 
have faid CbeneroUs ; for thofe were the birds that naturalift faid 
were found in Britain ; but as he has fcarce left us any defcription 
of them •, it is difficult to fay which fpecies he intended. I fliould 
imagine it to be the following; the Brent-goofsy which is far inferior 
in fize to the wild goofe, and very delicate food %: in both refpeA? 
fuiting his account of the Cbeneros. 



• Ameen. Acad. VI. 585. Sarent^s voy. tp. 

f The fliell here meant is the lepas anatifera. Lsn,j^Jf. 668. Argenviile ConcJ^. 
tab. 7. the animal that inhabits it is farniihed with a feathered beard ; which, in 
a crednloos age, was believed to be part of the young bird. 

t Anferini generis font ChefuJopeces : et qnibas laatiorea qiulas non wnt 
MtitmmU Cbemrotis^ fere aaiere minores. Lii. x. c. aa. 
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270. Brekt. Les Canes de Mer. ielon av, 166. Selgts Kotg^ns, Calmarienfiiuj Trutg^^. 

Aldr,a'u III. 73. Faun. Suecjff. 11^. 

WiL orn. 360. Cimbru Ray-v Rad-Gaas. Norniegif 

Raiifyn, av. 1 37. Raat-v. Raatne-Gaas. item Goal-7» 

Bernacle. iVio/. /►//?. Ireland. 192. Gagl. Brnnnicb^ 52. 
Brenta, le Cravant. Brijpmav* Vl. 304. Baum-Gafis. Frifchy II. 156^ 

/tf^. 31. -fir. Z»«/. 151. 

Anas Bernicla. Lin.fyfi. 198. Branta Bernicla. Scof^Uf No. ^4. 



)escrip, /TT^HIS is inferior in fize to the former: the bill is one inch and 
J[ an half long j the color of that, the head, neck, and up* 
per part of the bread is black j on each fide the flendereft part of 
the neck is a white fpot> the lower part of the breaft, the fcapu- 
lars, and coverts of the wings are a(h colored, clouded with a deep- 
er (hadej the feathers above and below the tail are white 5 the tail 
and quil-feathers black 5 the legs black. 

Thefe birds frequent our coafts in the winter : in Ireland they 
are called Bernacles^ and appear in great quantities in Augufi^ and 
leave it in March. They feed on a fort of long grafs growing 
in the water j preferring the root and fome part above it, which 
they dive for, bite off and leave the upper part to dritc on (hore. 
They abound nz^x Londonderry^ Belfaft^ and JVexford\ and arc ta- 
ken in flight time- in nets placed a-crofs the rivers ; and are much 
cflecmed for their delicacy. The Rat or Roadgoofey of Mr. Wtllugb- 
ly\ agrees in fo many refpefls with this kind, that we fufpeft At 
only to be a young bird not come to full feathers : the only difier- 

Page 361. 

^ncc 



§^ 



p 



H 







Class II. EIDER DUCK. 

ence confiding in the feathers next the bill, and on the throat and 
breaft being brown. We have the greater reafon to imagine it to be 
ib as Mr. Brmnicb informs us that the Danift> and Norvegian names 
for this bird are Radgaas and Raatgaas^ which agree with thofe 
given it by Mr. IVillugly. Mr. Willugbby^ Mr. Ray^ and M. Briffon 
very properly defcribe the Bernacle and BreMf as diferent fpecies, 
but Linnaus makes thefe fynonymous, and defcribes the true Bema^ 
de as the female of the white fronted wild goofe. Vide Faun^ Suic. 
1x6. ' 



A9t 



fFormiuf^i Eidtr, or foft feathered Dack, 

die Cuthbert Dock. JFiL orn. ^6z. 
RMtJyn. av* 141. 
Great black and white Dock. Ed'w. 

aw. 98. 
Eider anas. Sih. Scot, ai. 
The Colk. Martinis defcriptiwi of the 

nvefiern ijles, 25. 
Anfer lanoginofus, 1'Oye a dovet. Sri/^ 

Jon av» VI. 294, tai. 29. >/ 30. 



Anas moUidSma. Lin.fyfi. 198% 
Ada, Eider, Gudonge, i£ra. Faun. 

Sutc/p, 117. 
Pontop, bifi, Nornv£Pf^ IF. 70. 
Hor. htft. IceL 65. Dehes Feree 137. 
E seders hift. Gnenland^ 92. 
Kfittek. Crantx^fGreeuLL 81. 
Edder. Brunnicb^ 57. 66. Monogr. tat. 

I. 2. 
Dantur Goofe. Sib. Scot. 21. 
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THIS ufeful fi)ecies is found in the ijdeftern ijles of Scotland^ 
particularly on Oranfa^ Barra^ Rona^ and Heijker^ and on 
the Fam iJUs\ but in greater numbers in Norway^ Iceland^ and Green- 
land: from whence a vaft quantity of the down, known by the 
name of Eider or Edder^ which thefe birds fumifti, is annually im- 
ported : its remarkably light, elaAic, and warm qualities, make it 
highly efteemed as a ftuffing for coverlets, by fuch whom age, or 

jR. r r a infirmities 
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infirmities render unable to fupport the weight of common blankets. 
This down is produced from the bread of the bird in the brceding^ 
feafon. It lays its eggs among the (tones or plants, near the {hore: 
and prepares a foft bed for them, by plucking the down from its 
own breads the natives watch the opportunity, and take away both 
eggs and nefl; : the duck lays again, and repeats the plucking of 
its breaft ; if (he is robbed after that, Ihe will ftill lay ; but the 
drakes muft fupply the down, as her ftock is now exhaufted ; but 
if her eggs are taken a third time, (he wholly deferts the place. 

When I vifited the Farn iJUs*^ I found the ducks fitting, and 
toke fomc of the nefts, the bafe of which were formed of fea plants, 
and covered with the down. After feparaiing it carefully from the 
plants, it weighed only three quarters of an ounce, yet was fo 
claftic as to fill z larger fpace than the crown of the greateft hat. 
Thefe birds are not numerous on the iflies ; and it was obferved 
that the drakes kept on thofe moft remote from the fitting places. 
The ducks continue on their nefts till you come almoft clofe to 
them, and when they rife are very flow fliers. The number of egg; 
in each neft were from three to five, warmly bedded in the down ; 
of a pale olive color, and very large, glofly and fmooth. 
DsscRir. This kind is double the fize of the common duck : its bill is 
black ; the feathers of the forehead and cheeks advance far into 
the bafe, fo as to form two very fliarp angles : the forehead is of a 
full velvet black : from the bill to the hind part of the head is a 
broad black bar, pafling a-crofs the eyes on each fide : on the hind 
part of the neck, jufl: beneath the ends of thefe bars, is a broad 
pea-green mark, that looks like a ftain : the crown of the bead^ 

• 7»b 15 th, 1769. 
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the cbeekS) the neck, back, fcapulars and coverts of the^ings 
are whiter the lower part of the breaft, the belly, tail, and quil 
feathers giflf^fe^Nisk ; the ligf a^ 

The female is of a reddifh brown, barred tranlverfely with black ; Feuai^b. 
but the head and upper part of the neck are marked with dufky 
ftreaks pointing downward} the primary feathers are black; the 
greater or lad row of coverts pf the wings, and the lefier r ow of 
quil feathers tipt with white r the tail is dufky ; the belly of a deep 
brown, marked obfccirely with black. One I weighed was three 
pounds and a half. 



Anas ntfiTA* roftro nioTo robro et latoi* Fam. Suec^ A, iM« ^ _ 

Aldr.a^. III. 97. ' Gunner. tJ.Y. ^Jl.y^V^XT. 

The black l>nck. PPU. vm, 363. IncoUs Cbrijtianfii Srcerte* Nar<vegis 
JUtijS^n.av. 141 . Soc-C^rc, Hav-Orre^ ¥. SaT«Orrc^ 

Dale*s hift.HoT'i^ub^' j^o^, quibufdam Sorte. Brunmcb^ /fi, 

Tnrpan. N. Com. Petr. IV. 420.' Nordifche fchwartee Entoi Ftifibp VL, 
La grande Macreufe. Brijfm ait* VI* 165. Supl. 

. 425. Br^ Zool. 152. ScopoUf No. 68* 
Anasfufea. Un,jS^* 190. 



T'HE male of this fpccies is larger than- the tame duck. T^e i>««caiF. 
bill is broad and fliort, yellow on the fide?, blackin the 
mMdle, and the hook red : the head» and part of the neck is blaik 
tmged with green : behind each ear is a white fpot ; and in each 
wing is a whit* feather •, all the reft of the plumage is of a fine 
black, and of the foft and delicate appearance of velvet : the legs 
and feet are red •, the webs black. The female is entirrly of a deep 
brown o^for^ thMnarks behind each^far and on the wings excepts 

edr 
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ed : the bill is of the fame colors with that of the male •, but wants 
the protuberance at the bafe of it, which Umueus gives the male*. 



27«> Scoter. Black Diver, or Scoter. fHl. ern. 
. 366. 

Kaiifyn^ a^. 141. 
LaMacreafe. Kay* j Letting 16 1. 
DaWs bift, Hammcbf 405. 



La Macreiife. Brijhn av. VL 420. 
Tah. 38. fig. 2. * 

Anaa nigra. Lin.Jyft. 196. 
FtMH, Succ. /p. no. 
Br. ZooL 153. 



Dbscrip* / I "^ HIS fpecies weighs two pounds nine ounces : tjie length is 
JL twenty-two inches ; the breadth thirty-four : the middle of 
the bill is of a fine yellow, the reft is black : both male and female 
want the hook at the end ; but on the bafe of the bill of the former 
is a large knob, divided by a fiflure in the middle. The tail con- 
lifts of fixceen (harp pointed feathers, of which the middle are the 
longeft. The color of the whole plumage is black, that of the 
head and neck glofled over with purple : the legs are black. 

This bird is allowed in the Romijb church to be eaten in LenU 
and is the macreufe of the French. It is a great diver, faid to live 
aknoft conftantly at fea, and to be taken in nets placed under 
water. 

* Fuun. Sm* laft idiU J$. 
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Un petit Plongcon clpcce de CanarcT. 

Bekn av, 175. 
Stmufs cndt. Gf/ker av. 107. 
Qaerquedala Criftata, wf/^^. avi IIL 

91. 
^//. onr, 365. 
Raiijyn, ov> 142* 
Le petit Morillon. Briffhn 4ty. VL 



41 >. TaS> 27* fg* t« 

Kram. 341. 

Anas fuligula. Lin^fyft, toy. 
Wiggc. Faun. Suec. Jp, I'^z* 
Norvegis Trol-And. Brutmicb^ 90. 
Reiger-Ente, Stranfs^Eiite. Fri/cb^ TL 

171. 
JSr, ZopI. 153. ^^0^0/^ No. 78. 
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THIS fcarcely weighs two pounds : the length is fifteen inclics ^bscripv 
and a half: the biU is broad, of a bluifh grey, the hook 
black : the irides of a fine yellow. The head is adorned with a 
thick, but ftiort pendent creft. The belly, and under coverts of 
the wings are of a pure white : the quil feathers dulky on their 
exterior fides and ends ; part of their interior webs white j the fe- 
condaries white tipt with black. The reft of the pluniagq is black, 
varied about the head with purple : the tail is very ihort, and con- 
fids of fourteen feathers : the legs of a bluifii grey ; the webs 
blacks The female wants the cceft. 

When young, this fex is of a deep brown; and the fides of the 
head next the bill of a pale yellow : but it preferves the other 
marks of the old duck. In this fiate it has . been defcribed in the 
Omitb. hareal 91, under the title of anas latirofira. 



Bx}lleiiteQ% 
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275. Scaup. BoUenten. Gefmr on. 120. 
Scaup Duck. JViL wn* 365. 
Raiijyn. anj. 142. 
Anas marila. Ltn^Jyfi^ 196. 
faun. Suic.^. iii* 



Le pedt Morillon rave. Briffom av* 

VI. 416. 
Danis Polfk Edelmand. Brunnicb^ j;o> 

Schwartze wilde Ente. Fri/cb^ H. 193. 
Br. ZooL 153. tJd. plates. 



DiscRiF. rr^HIS we defcribed from fome ftuft Ikins very well prcferved ♦. 
-*- It feemed lefs than the common duck. The bill was broad, 
flat, and of a greyifh blue color : the head and neck black glofled 
with green : the bread black : the back, the coverts of the wings, 
and the fcapulars finely marked with numerous narrow tranfverfe 
bars of black and grey : the greater quil feathers are duJky : the 
lefler white, tipt with black : the belly is white : the tail and fea- 
thers, both above and below, are black *, the thighs barred with 
duiky and white ftrokes : the legs dufky. 

Mr. IVillkghby acquaints us, that thefe birds take their name 
from feeding on fcaup^ or broken fhell fifli : they differ infinitely 
iii colors ; fo that in a flock of forty or fifty there are not two 
alike. 

♦ When this happens, we have recourfe to Mr, jyiUugUy forthc weight and 
meafurements, whenever he hath noted them. 
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Clangnla. Ge/ker av, 119. 

jildr, a*u, UI. 94. 

mi. om. 363. 

Raiifyn* ofv. 142. 

Lc Garrot. Brijfon av. VI. 416. Tab. 

37' fig' 2- 
Schwartzkopfige Enten-Taucher. Fri/cb^ 

II. 183, 184. 

£if8 Bute. Kram. 341. 



Anas dangula. Lin.fyft. 201. 

Knippa^ Dopping. Faun, Butc.fp. 122. 

Norvefis Ring-Oye, Hviin-And v. 
Qunn-And, Lund- And. Incolu Cbrif- 
tianfoey Bruus-Kop v. Blanke-Kniv. 
Br» 70, 71. 

Br, ZooL 1 54. add. plates. 

Scofoli, No. 71. 



276. Golden 
Eye. 



THIS fpecies weighs two pounds : the length is nineteen inches; 
the breadth thirty-one. The bill is black, Ihort, and broad 
at the bafe : the head is large, of a deep black glofled with green : 
at each corner of the mouth is a large white fpot ; for which reafoa 
the Italians call it ^uati^occbii^ or four eyes : the irides are of a 
bright yellow : the upper part of the neck is of the fame color 
with that of the head : the breaft and whole under fide of the body 
are white. 

The fcapulars black and white : the back, tail, and the coverts 
on the ridge of the wings, black : the fourteen firft quil feathers, 
and the four laft are black ; the feven middlemoft white, as are 
the coverts immediately above them : the legs of an orange colon 

The head of the female * is of a deep brown, tinged with red : 
the neck grey : breaft and belly white : coverts and fcapulars dulky 
and afh colored : middle quil feathers white ; the others, together 
with the tail, black : the legs duflcy. Thefe birds frequent frefh 
water, as well as the fea 5 being found on the Shropjhire meres 
during winter. 



• The finaller red headed Duck. WiL om. 369. Raiijyn. a'u. 143. 

Vol. II. S f f 



Desckip. 

Male. 



Female. 
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277. Mom L- Lc Morillon. Bekn, 165. JVil. orn. Scofoli, 'So, 72. 

LON. 368. Rait fyn. av. 144. Grey headed Duck. Br. ZdoL Ed. 2d. 

Anas glaucion ? Lin. fyft* 20X. II. 471* 



THIS fpecies is rather lefs than the laft. The bill of a yellow- 
i(h brown : the irides gold color : the head bf a dulky ruft 
color : round the upper part of the neck is a collar of white 5 be- 
neath that a broader of grey. The back and coverts dufky, with 
a few white lines : the greater coverts dufky, with a *few great 
fpots of white : the primaries black : the fecondaries white. Bread: 
and belly white : tail dufky : the fides above the thighs black : 
the legs yellow. 

This was bought in the London markets I am doubtfuU of the 
fex. Confult Briffon^ VI. 406, tah. XXXVI. 

Mr. Cockfieldj of Stratford in EJfex^ favored me with an account 
of two birds of this fpecies, /hot near the fame time. Both agreed 
in colors; but one weighed twenty-fix ounces,, the other only 
nineteen. 



La 
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LaTadojme« BeUnav* 172. 

Anas maritima. Ge/ner ov> 803. 804. 

Valpanfer Tadorne. Mr^ av. III. 71^ 

97- 
Shieldrake, or barrough Dack. WiL 

^»* 363. 
RaiiJ^n. ew. 140. 
Aoas tadorna^ Lin.Jyft. 195. 
Jugas. Fam. Sutc, /p. X13, 



344' 



La Tadorne. Brijfon av, VI. 
tab. 33. fig. 2. 

PLenl. 53. 

Bergander Turneri. Chenalopex Plinii, 

Danis Brand-Gaas» Grav-Gaas. Ndr^ 
*vegu Ring-Gaa$» Fager-Gaas, Ur- 
Gaa$, Rodbelte. Fefoenfihus Hav- 
Simmer. IJlandis Avekong. Br* 47. 

Kracht-Entc. Frjfcb^ II. 166. 

Br. Zool. 154^ 



278. Sriei,-. 



THE^malc of this elegant fpecies weighs two ^jounds ten 
ounces : the length is two feet ; the breadth three and a half. 
The bill is of a bright red, and at the bafe fwells into a knob, 
which is moft confpicuous in the fpring : the head and upper part 
of the neck is of a fine blackifh green \ the lower part of the neck 
^hite : the breaft, and upper part of the back is furrounded with 
a broad band of bright of ange bay : the coverts of the wings, and 
the middle of the back are white ; the neareft fcapulars black, the 
others white ; the greater quil feathers are black ; the exterior webs 
of the next arc a fine green, and thofe of the three fucceeding 
orange; the coverts of the tail are white ; the tail itfelf of thefame 
color, and except the two outmoft feathers tipt with black ; the 
belly white, divided lengthways by a black line j the legs of a pale 
flefli color. 

Thefe birds inhabit the fea coafts, and breed in rabbet holes. 
When a perfon attempts to take their young, the old birds (hew 
great addrefs in diverting his attention from the brood s they will 
fly along the ground as if wounded, till the former are got into a 

S f f 2 plac© 
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place of fecurity, and then return and colleft them together. From 
this inftinftive cunning, Turner^ with good reafon, imagines them 
to be the cbenalopex *, or fox-goofe of the antients : the natives of 
the Orknies to this day call them ihtjiy goofi^ from an attribute of 
that quadruped. They lay fifteen or fixteen qgs, white, and of a 
roundUh^ fhape. In winter they colle£t in great flocks. Their 
flefli is very rank and bad. 



279. Mal- Les Canards et les Canes. Behn an). 

LARD. ]6o. 

Anas fera torqnata minor. Anas do- 

meftica. Gtfmr 0.^^ 11 St 96. 
Atdr. av. III. 83, 85. 
Common wild Duck «nd Mallard. 

Common tame Duck. WiU orn. 37 1, 

380. 
Raiij^m. av» 145, 150. 
Le Canard domeftique, le Canard fau- 

vage. Brtfonav. VI. 308, 318. 
Einheimi&lte ent. Stock ent. Kram. 

341* 



Anitra> Anitra falvatica, Cifone. Vnait. 

105, 106. 
Anas bofchas. Anas domeftica. Lin. 

Aft* 20 J. 
Gras-andy filanacke. Faun. Suic.Jp. 131. 
Fera» Nwnfigis Blaaehals v. Grtes-And^ 

aliis Stok-And. Dams Vild-And. 

Brunnicbf 87, 
Domeftica, Danis Tam-And. /W. 88. 
Wilde Ente. Fri/cb, II. 158. fa 

159. 
Br. Zool, I $5. 
Ratza. Scof^ii, No. 77. 



Descrif* 



rr^HE mallard ufually weighs two pounds and an half: 



the 
length is twenty-three inches ; the breadth thirty-five : the 
bill is of a yellowifh green : the bead and neck are of a deep and 
fhining green : more than half round the tower part of the neck is 
an incomplete circle of white : the upper part of the breaft is of a 
purplifh red-, and the beginning of the back of the fame color: 



Plinii, Lib* Xt r. 22. 



the 
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the brcaft and belly of a pak grey, marked with tranfvcrfe fpeckled 
lines of a duflcy hue. 

The fcapulars white, elegantly barred with brown : the fpot on 
the wing is of a rich purple : the tail conlifts of twenty-four fea- 
thers. What diftinguilhes the male of this fpecies from all others 
are the four middle feathers, which are black and ftrongly curled 
upwards ; but the females want this mark. Their plumage is of 
a pale reddifh brown, fpotted with black. The legs are of a faf- 
fron color. 

The common tame fpecies of ducks take their origin from thefe, 
and may be traced to it by unerring charafters. The drakes, 
howfoever they vary in colors, always retain the curied feathers of 
the tail : and both fexes the form of the bill of the wild kind. 
Nature fports in the colors of all domeftic animals ; and for a wife 
and ufeful end *, that mankind may the more readily diftinguifh 
and clame their refpeftive property. Wild ducks pair in the fpring, 
and breed in all marfhy grounds, and lay from ten to fixteen eggs. 
They abound in Lincoln/hire^ the great magazine of wild fowl in 
this kingdom % where prodigious numbers are taken annually in 
the decoys. 

A decoy is generally made where there is a large pond furround* Decoys 
ed with wood, and beyond that a marfliy and uncultivated coun- 
try : if the piece of water is not thus furrounded, it will be at- 
tended with the noife and other accidents, which may be expeded 
to fright the wild fowl from a quiet haunt, where they mean to 
flcep (during the day-time) in fecurity. 

If thefe noifes or difturbances are wilful, it hath been held, that 
an adtion will lye againfl: the difturber. 

As 
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As fbon as the evening fets in, the decoy ri/es (as they term it) 
and the wild fowl feed during the night. If the evening is ftill^ 
the noife of their wings^ during their flight, is heard at a very 
great diftance, and is a pleafing, though rather melancholy found 
This rifing of the decoy in the evening, is in Somerfetflnre called 
redding. 

The decoy ducks are fed with hempfeed, which is flung over 
the (kreens in fmall quantities, to bring them forwards into the 
pipes, and to allure the wild fowl to follow, as this feed is fo light 
as to float. 

There are feveral pipes (as they are called) which lead up a 
narrow ditch, that clofes at lafl: with a funnel nee Over thefe 
pipes (which grow narrower from the firfl: entrance) is a continued 
arch of netting, fufpended on hoops. It is neceflary to have a pipe 
or ditch for almofl: every wind that can blow, as upon this circum- 
ftance it depends which pipe the wild fowl will take to ^ and the 
decoy-man always keeps on the leeward fide of the ducks, to pre- 
vent bis eflluvia reaching their fagacious xiofl:rils. All along each 
pipe, at certain intervals, are placed flcreens made of reeds, which 
are fo fituated, that it is impoflible the wild fowl fhould fee the 
decoy- man, before they have pafled on towards the end of the pipe, 
where the purfe-net is placed. TJic inducement to the wild fowl 
to go up one of thefe pipes is, becaufe the decoy-ducks, trained 
to this, lead the way, either after hearing the whiflle of the decoy- 
man, or enticed by the hempfced ; the latter will dive under water, 
whilft the wild fowl fly on, and are taken in the purfe. 

It often happens, however, that the wild fowl are in fuch a ftate 
of fleepinefs and dozing, that they will not follow the decoy-ducks. 
Ufe is then generally made of a dog, who is taught his leflbn : he 

pafies 
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paffcs backwards and forwards between the reed ikreens (in whicfi 
arc little holes, both for the decoy-man to fee, and for the little 
dog to pafs through) this attrafts the eye of 'the wild fowl, who 
not chufing to be interrupted, advance towards this fmall and* con- 
temptible animal, that they may drive him away. The dog, -all 
this time, by dircdlion of the decoy-man, plays among the fkreeny 
of reeds, nearer and nearer to the purfe-nct •, till at laft, perhaps, 
the decoy- man appears behind a flcreen, and the wild fowl, not* 
daring to pafs by him in return, nor being able to cfcape upwards 
on account of the net^covering, rufh on into the purfe-net. Some- 
times the dog will not attraft their attention, if a red handkerchief,, 
or fomething very fingiilar, is not put about him. 

The general feafon for catching fowl in decoys, is from the lat- 
ter end of 05^^ till Febtuary-y the taking of them earlier is pro- 
hibited by an ad lo. George II. c. 32. which forbids it from June 
I, to OSIober i, under the penalty of five fhillings for each bird 
deftroyed within that fpace. 

'The Uncolnflnre decoys are commonly f<^t at a certain annual 
rent, from five pounds to -twenty pounds a year: and we have 
heard of one in Somerfetjhire that pays thirty. The former contri- 
bute principally to fupply the markets of London. Amazing num- 
bers of ducks, wigeons, arid teal are taken: by an account fent- 
us of the number caught,, a few winters paft, in one feafon, :and in 
only ten decoys, in the neighborhood of Wainfleety it appeared to 
amount to thirty-one thoufand two hundred, in which is included 
feveral other fpecies of ducks ; it is alfo to be obferved, that in the 
above particular, wigeon and teal are reckoned bu( as one, and 
confequently fell but at half the price of the ducks. This quan- 
tity makes them fo cheap on the fpot, ihit we have been aflured 

fcveraJt 
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feveral decoy-men would be glad to cootraft for yean to ddirer 
their ducks at Bq/tan for ten-pence the couple. The account of 
the numbers here mentioned, relates only to thofe that were fent 
to the Capital. 

It was cuftomavy formerly to have in the fens an annual drivij^ 
of the young ducks before they took wing. Numbers of people 
aflembled, who beat a vaft traft, and forced the birds into a net 
placed at the fpot where the fport was to terminate. A hundred 
and fifty dozens have been taken at once : but this pradtce being 
fuppofed to be detrimental, has been abolifiied by ad of parlement. 



280. Shovel- Anas latiroftra (eia Brtitfchnabd.) 
BR. Gejner a<v. izo, 

Aldr. av* UI. 94. 
WiU arm, 37Q. 
Kaiijyn, av, 143* 

Phafianus marinus. Charlton ex. 105. 
Blue-wing Shoveler (fiem) Cat. Carol. 

I. 96. 
Le Souchet. Brijpm aw» VI. 329. Tah. 
32. fg. 1. 



Schauffl-ente, Loffi-ente. Kram* J42. 
Anas clypeata. Lin.fyft. 200. 
Faun, Suec. /p. 119. 
Kertlutock •. Krant%'s GranL I. 80. 
Danis Krop-And, Nor*vegis Stok-And« 

Cimhris Le£^l*Aad. Brunmck^ 67^ 

68. 
Sdiield-Ente» LoefFel-Ente. Fri/cb^ 11. 

161 9 162. fasm. i6^. 
Br. ZooL 155. Scofoti,. No. 70* 



Descrip. 



THIS weighs twenty-two ounces : its length twenty-one inches. 
The bill is black, three inches long, fpreads near the end to 
a great breadth, is furnifhed with a fmall hook, and the edges of 
each mandible are pectinated, or fuppiied with thin laminas, that 
lock into each other when the mouth is clofed. The irides are of 
a bright yellow : the head and upper part of the neck of a black- 



• /. e. Broad bill. 



ilh 



Glass II. RED BREASTED SHOVELER. 505 

ifti green : the lower part of the neck, the bread, and the fcapu- 
lars are white : the back brown : the coverts of the wings of a fine 
flcy blue ; thofe next the quil feathers tipt with white : the greater 
quil feathers are dulky ; the exterior webs of thofe in the middle, 
are of a gloiTy green. The tail confifts of fourteen feathers ; the 
outmoft are white ; thofe in the middle black, edged with white : 
the belly is of a bay color : the vent feathers black : the legs red. 
The female has the fame marks in the wings as the male, but the 
colors are lefs bright : the refl: of the plumage refembles that of 
the common wild duck. 



w 



E are indebted to Mr. Bolton for the defcription of this bird, 281. Rbb 
who informed us that it was fometimes taken in the decoys Shovsler. 
in Uncolnjhire. 

It is the fize of a common duck. The bill large, broad, fcr- Dbscrip. 
rated at the fides, and entirely of a brownilh yellow color: the head 
large: eyes fmall: irides yellow: the bread and throat of a reddifli 
brown, the latter paler, but both quite free from any fpots. The 
back is brown, growing paler towards the fides. The tips and pi- 
nions of the wings grey : the quil-feathers brown ^ the red of a 
greyifli brown : the Jpeculum or fpot purple^ edged with white : in 
the female, the fpot is blue, and all the other colors are fainter. 
The tail is fliort and white : the vent feathers of a bright brown, 
fpotted with darker : the ^s fhort and fiender : the feet fmall, of 
a reddilh brown color. 



.Vol. n. T t t Anai' 



^o6 PINTAIL DUCK. Class IL 



282. Pin- Aaas caudacafea {tin f|^tz(chwMtz) Raiifyn. av. 147. 

TAIL, Ge/ner a'v. 121, Anas acqta. Lin.^. 202, 

Mdr. a*v. III. 97. Aler, Ahhrogol. Faun. Suec/p. 126. 

Sea, Phca&nt,. or Cracker, mh 9m* Fafan-Entc. Fri/ch^ U. 160. 

^y6, BfUttnich in append. 
Le Canard a longue queue. Br0hn : Aglek. Crantx's Qreenl. I. 8o. 

a<u. VI. t6^. tahK 34. Br. Zool. 156. Scopoli^ No, 73, 
Schwalbenfcheif. Kram, 340. 



Descrip. ^Tp he form of this fpecies is (lender, and the neck long: its 
■*' weight twenty-four ounces : its length twenty-eight inches ; 
its breadth one yard two inches. The bill is black in the middle, blue 
on the fides : the head is ferruginous, tinged behind the ears with 
purple; from beneath the ears commences a white line, which ruhs^ 
fome way down the neck ; this line is bounded by black : the hind 
part of the neck, the back, and fides are elegantly marked with 
white and dufky waved lines : the fore part of the neck, and belly 
are white. 

The fcapulars ftriped with black and white : the coverts of the 
wings a(h colored ; the loweft tipt with dull orange : the middle 
quil-feathers barred on their outmofl: webs with green, black and 
white : the exterior feathers of the tail are a(h colored : the two 
middle black, and three inches longer than the others : the feet of 
a lead color. The female is of a light brown color, fpotted with 
black. Mr. HartUb^ in the appendix tci his Legacy^ tells us that 
thefe birds are found in great abundance in Connaugbt in Ireland^ in 
the month of February only j and that they arc much cftccmed for 
their delicacy, 

V mi. 



n.xcvm 



j\n'^8. 



JJOVO TAII^BiD DUCK 




-WHITE THaOATBD DUCK:. 




Class IL 



JLONG TAILED DUCK. 



|oy 



WtL cm. 364. 

Raiijyn, ivu. 14c. * 

Long tailed Dack. Zd^*<ev. 280. 

Le Canard a longue c^aeue d'lflande* 

Brifflm av. VI. 379. 
^nas glacialis. Liiu fyft* 20|* 



liorvigij Ungte, Angetuike v« Troe^ 283. Loh6 

foerer. Feroenfiius Oedel. IJlanSs taiLedi 

Ha-Ella v. Ha-QltSl. hcoUi ChriA 

iianfit Gadiflen, Klae&ahn l>7kker« 

Brumich^ 7S> 76- 
Br* Zc$l. 156* S^cf^it No» 74« 



THIS is inferior in fize to the former. The bill is fliort, black 
*ftt the tip and bafe, otange colored in the middle ; the cheeks 
are of a pale brown : the hind p^vt of the head^ and the i^ck botb 
before and behind are white ; the fides c^ the upper part of the 
neck are marked with a large dufky bar, pointing downwards i the 
breaft and back are of a deep chocolate color ; the fcapulars are 
white, k>ag, narrow, and fharp pointed. The coverts of the 
wings, and greater quil feathers duficy ; the lefler of a reddifh 
brown : the belly white : the four middle feathers of the tftil are 
black ; and two of them near four inches longer than the others^ 
which are white: the legs dufky. Theie birds breed in the moft 
northern parts of the world, and only vifit our coafts in the fevereft 
winters. 



Dssciiir* 
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POCHARD. 



Class H. 



284.PqcHARD La Cane a teftc rouffc. Bebn aw.^ij^. 
Anas fera fufca, vel media (ein wilte 

graawe ente» Rotent.) Ge/ner av, 

ii6. 
Aldr. am. III. 93. 
Poker, -Pochard, or red headed Wigeon. 

Wil, orn, 367. 
Raiijyn. «v, 143. 



Anas ferina. Lin.Afi. 20^. 

Faun, Suec, Jp, 1 27; 

Penelope, le Millouin. Briffin av, VL 

384. taL 35'/£- »• 
Danii Brun-Nakke. Nervegis Rod- 

Nakke. Bruimicl^ 8o. 
Br. ZooL 156. 



Dbscri?. YTS weight is about one pound twelve ounces : its Icngtlf ninc- 
X teen inches ; its breadth two feet and a half. The bill is of a 
deep lead color : the head and neck are of a bright bay color : the 
bfeafl:, and part of the back where it joins the neck, are black : 
the coverts of the wings, the fcapulars, back and fides under the 
wings are of a pale grey, elegantly marked with narrow lines of 
black : the quil feathers duiky : the belly a(h colored and brown : 
the tsul confifts of twelve (hort feathers, of a deep grey color : the 
legs lead colored : the irides of a bright yellow, tinged with red« 

"tiMALB. The head of the female is of a pale reddilh brown : the bread is 

rather of a deeper color: the coverts of the wings a plain a(h co* 
lor : the back marked like that of the male : the belly a(h colored. 
Thefe birds frequent frefti water as well as the fea \ and being very 
delicate eating, are much fought for in the London markets, where 
they arc known by the name of Dun birds. 
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Class IL 



W 1 G E O N, 



5^ 



Anas rafa roJEb-o pedibufque dnereis. Faun. Suec, J}. 47. 



285. Ferrt7« 

CINOUS. 



rr^HE defcription of this fpecics was fent to us by Mr. Bolton. 
^ The weight was twenty ounces : the bill is long and flatted, 
rounded' a little at the bafe^ ferreted along the edges of each man- 
dible, and furnifhed with a nail at the end of the upper. The 
color a pale blue. The head, neck, and whole upper part of the 
bird is of an agreeable reddifli brown : the throat, breaft and belly 
of the fame color, but pale^: the legs of a pale blue; but the 
webs of the feet black. ' .. 

This fpccies, Ke informed us, was killed in Lmcol^Jhht\ We 
do not find it mentioned by any writer, except Limh'^uSy who toke 
his defer iption from Rudbeckh paintings j and adds* tha( ic is founds 
though rately, in the Swedip rivers* 



Dbscilxpv 



Anas Mulans. (,eiii Pfeifentc] 

av. 121. r. 
Penelope. AUr. tev. III. 02. 
Wigeon, or Whcwcr. Wu, tm, 
Raiijyn. avl 146. 
Anas penelops. Lin.^ft. 802. 



Qiifm 



S75- 



Wriandi fam. Sure, /p. 124, 

Anas fijlularis, le Caaard filHeur. Srif- 

J^/t av. VL 391. tnL }S* ^£* *• 
EiiTent mix weiiler pbttcn. Kram. 342. 
DiUiit Bles-Andt Brunmch^ 72, 
£r^ Zff9i, I ^^, a4^, plates. 



^Ipiree 



the length is 



'T^HE wigeon weighs near twentylffree ounces 

-*• twenty inches ; the breadth two feet three. The bill is lead 

colored ; the end of it black 5 the head, and upper part of the 

neck 



286. Wig EON 



Dbscrif. 



Sio BIMACULATED DUCK. Class H- 

tiock is of a bright light bay ; the forehead paler, in fomc almoft 
white : the plumage of the back, and fides under the wings arc 
elegantly marked with narrow, black and white undulated lines : 
the bread is of a purplilh hue, which fometimcs though rarely is 
marked with round black fpots : the belly white : the vent feathers 
black. In fome birds the coverts of the wings are almoft wholly 
white ; in others of a pale brown, edged with white : the greater 
quil feathers are duflcyj the outmoft webs of the middle featherji 
of a fine green, the tips black ; the laft are elegantly ftriped with 
black and white. The two middle feathers of the tail are longer 
than the others, black and Iharp pointed ; the reft a(h colored : 
Female, the legs duflcy. The head of the female is of a nifty brown, 
fpotted with black ; the back is of a deep brown, edged with a 
paler : the tips of the leflTer quil feathers white : the belly white. 



287. BiMA- 'TpHE length is twenty inches-, extent twenty-five and a half. 
cvLATED. 1 Bill a deep lead color: nail black. . 

Crown, brown changeable with green, ending in a ftreak of 
brown at thehjnd part of the head, with a fmall creft. Between 
the bill and the eye, and behind each ear, a ferruginous fpot. 
The firft round : the laft oblong and large. Throat of a fine deep 
purple. The reft of the head of a bright green, continued in 
ftreaks down the neck. Breaft a light ferruginous brown, fpotted 
with black : hind part of the neck, and back, dark brown waved 
with black. 

Coverts of the wings afli colored : lower coverts ftreaked with 
ruft color : fcapulars cinereous : quil feathers brownifh cinereous. 

Secondaries 



PI. c 



2ir? 



2J6 



SCA^rp DUCIL. 




BIMACtUjATBD THICK 



J\'P2&y. 




Class 11. G A D W A L L. 51 1 

Secondaries of a fine green, ending in a (bade of black, and edged 

with white- 
Coverts of the tail a deep changeable green. Twelve feathers 

in the tail : two middlemoft black -, the others brown edged with 

white. Belly dulky, finely granulated. Legs fmall, and yellow. 

Webs dufky. 

Taken in a decoy near in 1771. Communicated 

to me by Foore^ Efq. 



Anas ftrepera (ein Leiner). Qefner a<u. 33* /£• !• a88# Gad- 

121. Anas ftrepera. Lin. Jyft. zoQ\ wall, 

Atdr. a*v. III. 97. Faun. Suec. /p. izi. 

Qadwall„ or Gray. WiL orn. 374. Cimhris Knarre-Gaas* Mrunmcb, pr. 

Rarijyn. av. 145. Br. Zool. 157. 

Le Chipean. Brijon av. VI. 339. tai* Grave mittel-cnte. Fn/cJh, IE. 168. 



^TpHIS fpecies is rather infi^rior in fize to the wigeon. The bill Deschif. 

^ is two inches long, blacky and fkt ; the head, and upper part 
of the neck, are of a reddi(h brown, fpotted with black ; the lower 
part, the bread, the upper part of the back, and the ficapulars, are 
bewufuUy marked with black and white lines ; the belly is of a 
dirtr white; the rump above and below is black; the tail a(h 
colored, edged with white ; the coverts on the ridge of the wing 
are of a pale reddifh brown ; thofe beneath are of purplifli red, the 
loweft of a deep black : the greater quil- feathers are duiky : the 
inqer web of three of the leiTer quil-feathers are white ; which forms 
a confpicuous fpot ; the legs are orange cobred. The breaft of 
the female is of a reddifh brown, fpotted with black : the back of 

the 



5J« 



' G A R G A N E Y. Class 11. 

the fame color.; and though it has the fame marks on the wings, 
they are far inferior in brightnefs to thofe of the male. 



289*0 ARC A- La Sarcelle. Belon av. 17 s* Krickantl. ifr^w. 343. 

KEY. Querquedula varia. Gefiter av* toy. Anas Querquedula. £i>. ^/. 205. 

Scavolo, Cercevolo, Oargandlo. JIdr. Faun, Suec. ff, 128. 

av. III. 89, 90. Kriech-Ente. Frifcb^ 11. 176. 

Wil orn. 377. Norvens Krek-And. ^bu/d. €aiir. 
Qaerquedula prima Aldr. Rail fyfu And. Brunnicby 81. 

afu, 148*. Br. ZccL 158. Scofoli, No. 75. 
La Sarcelle. Bn/^n av, VI. 427. /^i. 39. 



I>KscRip. /-r^HE length of this fpedes is fcventeen inches; the extent 
■* twenty-eight. The biU is of a deep lead color ; the crown 
of the head is duiky, marked with oblong ftreaks ; oh the chin is 
a large black fpot ; from the corner of each eye is a long white 
line, that points to the back of the neck : the cheeks, the upper 
part of the neck, are of a pale purple, marked with minute oblong 
lines of white, ppinting downwards ; the bread is of a light brown, 
marked with femicircuiar bars of black: the belly, is white; the 
lower part and vent varied with fpecks^ the bars of a duflcy hue ; 
the coverts of the wings art grey ; but the loweft are tipt with 
white ; the firft quil-feai;hers are a(h colored ; the exterior webs of 

* Mr. Hay, ia htsj^n. av. 147. defciibes a duck under the name ofPba/eas ; 
in Yorkjhire it is called the widgeon : he fays^ the head and neck are brown, 
Ipotted with triangular black marks : the body, wings, and tail duiky, edged 
with a paler color : in the wings is a double line of white : belly white : bill ind 
legs blue. We fufpeft it to be a young bird of this fpecies, but wait for further 
information before^ wc can determine it. 

thofe 



VI. CL. 



JV? 2Sff. 



GABGAIO^BY. 




FBMAXiE d:ARO-A.Ifjnr. 




Class II. 



teal; 



diofe in the middle green ; the fcapulars are long and narrow, and 
elegantly ftriped with white, a(h color, and black ; the tail dufky : 
the legs lead color. 

The female has an obfcure white mark over the eye; the reft of 
the plunTage is of a browniih a(h color, not unlike the hen teal, 
but the wing wtnts the green fpot, which fufficiently difttnguilhes 
thefe birds. 

In many places thefe birds are called the Summer Teal. 



sn 



Female. 



Querquedula. Gejtur av^ i66. 

Garganei. AUr. «v. III. 90. 

Wil, em, 377. 

Rait J^n, av. 147. 

La pedte SarCelle. Brijfm mt. VI. 436. 



tab. 40. fig. I • 
Rothantl, Pteiffantl. 



Kram. 343, 



Spicgel-Entlein. Pri/chy H. 174. 
Anas Crecca. Lin. Jfyfi. 204. 
Arta, Kraecka. Fauu. Suic. J^. lag. 
Cimbris Atteling-And. Ner*ve^is HeSc^ 

lort-And. Dam'j Commumter SLrik-'' 

And. Brunmcby S2, 83. 
Sr. Zodi. 158. adJ. pUiis. 



±90. l^£At. 



T' HE Teal weighs about twelve ounces : the length is fourteen 
inches; the breadth twenty-three: the weight of a drake 
twelve ounces ; of a duck nine : the bill black : the head, and up- 
per part of the neck are of a deep bay : from the bill to the hind 
part of the head is a broad bar of glolTy changeable green, bound* 
ed on the lower fide by a narrow white line t the lower part of the 
neck, the beginning of jhe back, and the fides under the wings^ 
are elegantly marked with waved lines of black and white. 

The breaft and belly are of a dirty white; the firft beautifully 
fpotted with black : the vent black : the tail fiiarp pointed, and 
dulky : the coverts of the wings brown : the greater quil-feathers 

Vol. II. U u u ^ dufky j 



Discmi'. 



514 ^ T E A L. Class IL 

duiky ; the exterior webs of the lefler marked with a glofly green 
fpot ; above that another of black, and the tips white : the irides 
whitifh ; the legs dufky. The female is of a brownifh aih color, 
fpotted with black ; and has a green fpot on the wing like the 
male. 
Summer By the defcription Mn mUugbby has left of the Sunmer Teal, 

P* 37^' ^^ fufped that it differs not in the fpecies from the com- 
mon kind, only in fex. Ldmaus hath placed it among the birds of 
his country * ; but leaves a blank in the place of its refidence ; and 
hath evidently copied Mr. fVtllugbhf^ imperfedk defcription of it : 
and to confirm our fufpicion that he has followed the error of our 
countryman \ we obferved that a bird fent us from the Baltic fea, 
under the title of anas circia, the Summer Teal of Linnaus, was no 
other than the female of our teal. 

* Fauna Suecica^ ^* 130. 



BILL 



Class IL 



CORVORANT- 



5^5 



BILL ftrong^ ftrait; end either hooked or floping. XLVm, 

NOSTRILS, either totally wanting, or (mall, and placed in a r a N T?" 

longitudinal furrow. 
FACE naked. 

GULLET naked, capable of great difteniion. 
TOES, all four webbed. 



Mergns P/inii lib. x. c. 35. 
Le Cormorant. Be/on av, 161. 
Corvus aquatlcQS, Carbo aquaticus. 

136. 
Phalacrocorax. Gefiterav, 683. 350. 
jfliA^, av. III. io8. 
The Cormorant. ^, om* 329. 
Rait Jyn, ofo. 122* 
PdecanuA Carlx). Lin* fyft. 216. 



JV. Com. Pitr. IV. 423. 

Le Cormoran. Brtffhn av* VI. 511. 

4ah. 45. ThtMide. 
Nofvegis Skarv, Strand-Ravn. Danit 

Aalekrage. IJlandis Skarfur. j?r«ff- 

mcb^ 120, 121. 
Scharb, or See-Rabe. Frifcby II. 187. 
Br* ZooL 159. Scofelif No. 98. 



291* Coavo- 

RANT. 



I HAVE weighed a bird of this fpecies that exceeded fcven 
pounds : the length three feet four : the extent four feet two : 
the bill dufky, five inches long, deftitute of noftrils ; the bafe of 
the lower mandible is covered with a naked yellowifh fkin, that 
extends under the chin, and forms a fort of pouch : a loofe fkin of 
the fame color reaches from the upper mandible round the eyes, 
and angles of the mouth : the head and neck are of a footy black- 
nefs ; but under the chin of the male the feathers are white : and 



Descrip. 



• The, learned Dr. Kaj, or Caius^ derives the word Cormorant, from Corvus 
vpranty from whence corruptly our word Cormorant* Caii opufc. 99. 

U u. u 2 the 



5i6 C O K V O R A N T. Ci^ass It 

the head in that fex is adorned with a fhort loofe pendent creft ; ia 
fome the crefl: and hind part of the head arc ftreaked with white. 
The coverts of the wings» the fcapulars, and the back, are of a 
deep green, edged with Mack, and glofied with blue : the quil- 
feathers and tail duiky : the laft confifts of fourteen feadiers : the 
breaft and belly black : in the midft of the laft is often a bed of 
white : on the thighs of the male is a tuft of white feathers : the 
legs are (hort, ftrong^ and black ; the middle claw ferrated on the 
infide : the irides are of a light afb color. 

Thefe birds occupy the higheft parts of the cliffs that impend 
N B 8 T. over the fea : they make their nefts of fticks, fea tang, grafs, &c 
£ G c 8. and lay fix or feven white eggs of an oblong form* In winter they 
xlifperfe along the ihores, an/d vilit the frefh waters, where they 
make great havoke among the fi(h. They are remarkably vora- 
cious, having a jnoft fudden digeftion, promoted by the infinite 
quantity of fmall worms that fill their inteftines. The corvorant 
has the rankeft and mod difagreeable fmell of any bird, even when 
alive. Its form is difagreeaUe; its voice hoarfe and croaking, and 
its qualities bafe. No wonder then that MiUon fhould make Satan 
perfonate this bird, to furvej undeligbted the beauties of Faradife: 
and// devifing death on the tree of life *. 

Thefe birds have been trained to fifh like falcons to fowl, jyiite- 
lock tells us, that he had a call of them manned like hawks, and 
which would come to hand. He took much pleafure in them, and 
relates, that the beft he had was one prefented him by Mr. Wood, 
Majier of the Corvorants to Charles I. It is well known that the 

• Paradtfi loft^ Book IV. 1. 194, dtc, 

CbiHifi 



Class IL SHAG. 

Grimfe make great uieof thefe Inrds, or a congenerous fort» in fifh^ 
iDg^ and that not for amu&ment, but profit*. 



St7 



Conra9 aqoadcas minor. AUr. av. Le pedt Cormonm. Br^Jht mvt. VL 292* Shag* 

lU. 109. 5(6. 

The Shag, called m the North of Pelecanas gracnlus. Lin. £fft. 217. 

ArgAM/the Crane. WU. wrn. 330. Phalacroo(»ax crtftatot. iV^rv^i/ T<»p« 
Conrtts^ aquatictts sunor. Graculos Skarv. Brunmcb vndtb. 123. 

palmipes didiis* Rtuifyn. am* 123*. . Br» Z$eL 159. 



^npHE fliag is much inferior in fize to the corvorant : the length Discitir. 
-*" is twenty-fcven inches ; the breadth three feet fix : tlic weight 
three pounds three quarters. The bill is four inches long, and 
more flender than that of the preceding : the head is adorned with 
a creft two inches long, pointing backward : the whole plumage of 
the upper part of this bird is of a fine and very fhining green, the . 
edges of the feathers a purplifii black; but the lower part of the 
back, the head, and neck, wholly ^reen : the belly is dufty : the 
tail confifts of only twelve feathers, of a duiky hue, tinged with 
green ; the legs are black, and like thofe of the corvorant Dur- 
ing my voyage among the Ibbrides^ I law feveral birds of thb ipe» 
cies fhot: they agreed in all refpefts, but in bdng deftitute of a 
<:reft$ whether they were female;, a variety, or diftinft fpecies,^ 
muft be Irft to future naturalifts to determine; , . 

Soth thefe kinds agree in their manners, and breed in the fame 
places: and, what is very ftrange in webbed ^ted birds, will 

• JhtbMi L 3t6. 

percb 



5i8 



G A N N E T. 



Class IL 



perch and build in trees : both fwim with their head quite ereA, 
and are very difficult to be (hot ; for, like the Grebes and Divers^ 
as foon as they fee the flafh of the gun, pop under water, and never 
rife but at a confiderable diftance. 

We are indebted for this bird to the late Mr, IVilUam Mmris of 
Hohfbeadj with whom we had a conftant correfpondence for feveral 
years, receiving from that worthy man and intelligent naturaliflv 
regular and faithful accounts of the various animals frequenting 
that vaft promontory. 



293* Ga n- Anfer Baffamu five Scpticus, Ge/ker ov* 

NET. 163. 

jfUr, av. 68. 

Sola. Heieri C/u/l ex. ^6y. 

Hea^rBoetL 6. 

Soland Ooofe. WiL orn. 328. 

Rmi J^n, ai/. 122. 

Itin. 191. 269. 279. 

Sibb. bift, Scpt. 20. tab* 9. 

Sibb. bift. Tife. 4c. 47. 

Jaen van Gent. MarttnU Spitzbirg, 97. 



Solan Goofe. Martinet 'uay. St. Kilda. 

27. 
De/cript. Weft* IJUs. 281. 
Macauly^M htft* St. Kilda. 133. 
Sula Baflana, le Fou de Baflan. Brijm 

40/. VI. 503. tah^ 44. 
Pelecanus BaiTanus. Lim. J^ft* ziy, 
Nffrvegis Sule, Hav-Sul. Brunmch, 

Br. ZooL i6o.. 



Descrip. ^npHIS fpecies weighs feven pounds: the length is three fieet one 
'*' inch ; the breadth fix feet two inches. The bill is fix inches 
long, (trait almoft to the point, where it inclines down ; and the 
fides are irregularly jagged, that it may hold its prey with more fe- 
curity : about an inch from the bafe of the upper mandible is a 
(harp procefs pointing forward ; it has no noftrils ; but in their 
place a long furrow, that reaches almoft to the end of the bill : the 
whole is of a dirty white, tinged with afli colon The tongue is 

very 
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very fmall, and placed low in the mouth : a naked /kin of a fine 
blue furrounds the eyes, which are of a pale yellow, and are full 
of vivacity : this bird is remarkable for the quicknefs of its fight : 
Martin tells us that Sokn is derived from an Irijh word expreffive 
of that quality. 

From the corner of the mouth is a narrow flip of black bare fkin, 
that extends to the hind part of the head : beneath the chin is ano- 
ther, that like the pouch of the Pekcan^ is dilatable, and of fize 
fufiicient to contain five or fix entire herrings ; which, in the breed- 
ing feafon, it carries at once to its mate or young. 

The neck is very long : the body flat, and very full of feathers : 
the crown of the head, and a fmall fpac^ on the hind part of the 
neck is buflT colored : the reft of the plumage is white : the baftard 
wing and greater quil-feather excepted, which are black ; the legs 
and toes are black \ but the fore part of both are marked with a 
ftripe of fine pea green. The tail confifts of twdve fiiarp pointed 
feathers, the middle of which is the longeft. 

The young birds, during the firft year, difiir greatly in color 
from the old ones ; being of a du/ky hue, fpeckled with numerous 
triangular white fpots^ and at that time refemble in colors the 
fpeckled Diver. Each bird, if left undifturbed, would only lay 
one egg in the year -, but if that be taken away, they will lay ano- Eg©. 
ther ; if that is alfo taken, then a third \ but never more that fea- 
fon. A wife provifion of nature, to prevent the extinftion of the 
fpecies by accidents, and to fupply food for the inhabitants of the 
places where they breed ; their egg is white, and rather lefs than 
that of the common goofe : the ncft is large, and formed of any Nest. 
thing the bird finds floating on the water, fuch as grafs, fea plants, 
(havings, &c. Thefe birds frequent the IJU of Ailfa^ in the Firtb 
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of Clyde \ the rocks adjacent to St. KiUay the Stack of SouUjkery^ 
near the Orkneys y the SkeKg IfleSj off the coafts of Kerry ^ Ireland'*^ 
and the Bafs IJley in the Firth of Edinhurgb : the multitudes that 
inhabit thefe places are prodigious. Dr. Harvefs elegant account 
of the latter, will ferve to give fome idea of the numbers of thefe^ 
and of the other birds that annually migrate to that little IpoL 

" There is a fmall ijland^ called by the Scotch, Bafs Ifland, mt 
•* more than a mile in circumference ; the furface is almofi whoUy 
^^ covered during the months of May and June with neftsy eggSj and 
** young birds ; fo that it is fcarcefy pojfible to walk without treading 
** on them : and the flocks of birds in flight are fo prodigious^ as to 
^' darken the air tike clouds ; and their noife is fuch^ that you cannot^ 
** without £fficultyy hear your next neighbour's voice. If you look 
" down upon tbefea^ from the top of the precipicCy you will fee it on 
** every fide covered with infinite numbers of birds of different kinds^ 
" fivimming and hunting for their prey : if in failing round the ifiand 
** youfurvey the hanging cUffs^ you may fee in every cragg orjlffure of 
** the broken rocks^ innumerable birds of various forts and fizes^ more 
** than tbeftars of heaven when viewed in a ferene night: if from 
*• afar you fee the diftant flocks^ either flying to or from the iftandy 
** you would imagine them to be a vaft fwarm of bees \!^ 

Nor 

* This information we owe to that worthy prelate» the late Dr. Poc9ck, Biihop 
ofMeaiJ^i who had viiited the Skelsgs. Mr. Smth^ in his hillories of Cork and 
Kerty, confounds this bird with the Gull defcribed by Mr. WillugUy ; from 
whom he has evidently borrowed the whole defcription. 

f Eft infula farvay Scott Bajfe nominant, baud ampUus milk pqffkum circmtu 
ampUtudo ejus cUmditur* Hujus in/uia/uperficies^ menfihus Maio H Jumo uidis ovii 
pulli/qui preptmodum tot a inftrata ^9 adfo ut ifiXi pra forum copia pidtm liber e pomrt 

Uceat t 
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Nor do the rocks of Sf. Kilda fecm to be Icfs frequented by thefe 
birds ; for Martin aflures us, that the inhabitants of that fmall 
ifland confume annually no lefs than 22,600 young birds of this 
(pedes, befides an amazing quantity of their eggs; thefe being their 
principal fupport throughout the year; they prefcrvc both eggs 
and fowls in fmall pyramidal ftone J>uildings, covering them with 
turf alhes, to preferve them from moillure. This is a dear bought 
ibod, earned at the hazard of their lives, either by climbing the 
molt difficult and narrow paths, where (to appearance) they can 
barely cling, and that too, at an amazing height over the raging 
fea : or elfe being lowered down from above, they collect their an- 
nual provifion, thus hanging in midway air ; placing their whole 
dependance on the uncertain footing of one perfon who holds the 
rope, by which they are fufpended at the top of the precipice* 
The young birds are a favorite di(h with the N^rtb Britons in ge- 
neral : during the feafon they are conftantly brought from the Bafs 
Jflt to Edinburgh^ fold at 20 d. a piece, are roafted, and ferved up 
a little before dinner as a whet. 

The Gannets are birds of paifage. Their, firft appearance in thofe 
iflands is in March \ their continuance there till Juguji or September^ 

liceat : tantaque /upervolantium fur 6a, uf nithtuM inftar^ filem c^lumque anferant i 
fantu/qae vM/erantikm clangw li firefttusy utfrofe aUoqumtes *vix imdias* Si fuh-- 
jeSum mare inde, tanquam ex edtm turri i^ alt\ffitHO fradfitio dtfpemrisy idem quo^ 
fuo nnrsumi iitfinitis di'uerfonm generum OFvihus natantibus fradaque inbiantihui^ 
vpertum wdeas. Si circumnasuigando imminentem cU'vum fufptcere libuerit ; videOs in 
JtHgulis prarupti loci crepidinibus ^ rec^tbus, avium cujujlibet generis W magnitudi- 
nis, ordines innumerabiksf plures fane quam m&e, fireno ccelo, JteUa con/piciuntur* 
Si advolantes avolanfe/qui eminus ad^exeris, apum prpfe&o ingens examen credas* De 
fenerat. • Animal. Exercit. ii. 

Vol. II. X X X according 
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according as the inhabitants take or leave their firfl; egg; but in ge- 
neral, the time of breeding, and that of their departure, fecms td 
coincide with the arrival of the herring, and the migration. of that 
fifli (which is their principal food) out of thofe feas* It is. pro* 
bable that thrfe birds attend the herring and pilchard during their 
whole circuit round the iBr/V^dflands ; the appearance of the for- 
mer being always cfteemed by the fi(hermen as a fure prefage of 
the approach of the latten It migrates in queft of food^ as fac 
fouth as the month of the TaguSj being frequently, feen. oflf UJbon 
during the month oi December j plunging for Sardin^gy fi(h refemblingi 
if not the fame with our Pikbard. 

r have in the month of Auguft obferved in Catbnefs their northern 
migrations : I have feen them pafllng the whole day in flocks from 
five to fifteen in-eacb : in calm weather they fly high •, in ftorms 
they fly low and near the fliprej but never crofs over the land; 
even when ^ bay with promontories intervenes, but follow, at an 
equal diftance, the courfe of the bay, and regularly double every 
cape. I have feen many of the parties make a fort of halt for the 
fake of fifliing : they ibared to a vafli height, tben^ darting head- 
long into the fea, made the water foam and fpring up with the 
violence of their defccnt 5 after which they purfued their route. I 
enquired whether they ever were obferved to return fouthward in 
the fpring, but was anfwered in the negative:) fb it appears that 
they annually encircle the whole ifland. 
Nahb, They are well known on mod of our coafts; but not by the 

name of the Soland-Goofe. In Cornwal and in Ireland they are cal- 
led Gannets 5 by the fTel/h Can. The excellent Mr. Ray fuppofed 
tiitCorniJh Gannet to be a fpecies of large Gull 5 a. very excufeabk 
miftake, for during his fix months refidence in Cornwall he never 

had 
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had an opportunity X)f feeing that bird, except fljring ; and in the 
air it has the appearance of a gull. On that fuppofition he gave 
our Skuay p. 417. the title of Caiara^Oj a nanoe borrowed from 
uiriJiotk\ and which admirably exprefles the rapid defcent of this 
bird on its prey. Mr. Moyle firft decoded this miftakef ; and the 
Rev. Doftor William BorJafej by prefenting us with a fine fpcci- 
men of this bird, confirms the opinion of Mr. Mcyk ; at the fame 
time he favored us with fo accurate an account of fome part of the 
natural hiftory of this bird, that we (hall ufe the liberty he indulged 
us with, of adding it to this defcriptioa. 

. " The Gannei comes on the coafts of Ccmwal in the latter end 
^' offummer, or beginning of autumn; hovering over the (hoals 
** of pilchards that come down to us through SS. George's Channel 
^^ from the northern feas. The Gannet feldom comes near the land, 
** but is conftant to its prey, a fure fign to the fifhermen that the 
^^ pilchards are on the coafts -, and when the pilchards retiiT» gene- 
•• rally about the end of November^ the Ganneis are feen no more. 
^ The bird now fent was killed at Cbandoufj near MoMnlfbay^ SepU 
30, 1762, after a 4ongftruggle with a water fpaniel, affifted by 
** the boatmen ; for it was ftrong and pugnacious. The perfon 
^ who took it obferved that it had a tranfparent membrane under 
^ the eye-lid, with which it covered at pleafurc the whole eye, 
^ without obfcuring the fight or (hutting the eye-lid ; a gracious 
" provifion for the fecurity of the eyes of fo weighty a creature, 
^ whofe method of uking its prey is by darting headlong on it 
^ from a height of a hundred and fifty feet or more into the wacer^ 

• Page 1045. 

t Moyle^s Worki, I, 424. 
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" About four years ago, one of thefc birds flying over PenzoMd^ 
<^ (a thing that rarely happens) and feeing Ibme pilchards lying oat 
^ a fir-planky in a cellar uled for curing fi(h, darted itfelf dowo 
^^ with fuch vblence, that it ffaruck its bill quite through ^ 
" board (about an inch and a quarter thick) and broke its neck.'* 

Thefe birds are fianietimes taken at fea by a deception of the 
}ike kind. The fifhermen faften a pilchard to a board, and leave 
it floating ^ which inviting bait decoys the unwary Gannet to its 
own deftruftion. 

In the CataraSa of Juia * msLy be found many charaAers of 
this bird : he fays, that the bill is toothed : that its eyes are fiery ; 
and that its color is white : and in the very name is expreJSed its 
furious defcent on its prey. The reft of his accounts favors of 
fable. 

We are uncertain whether the Gannet breeds in any other parts 
tif Europe befides our own iflands; except (as Mn Ray fuipefts, 
the Sula^ defcribed in Clnfiufs Exoticsy which breeds in the Ferroe 
ffies) be the fame bird. In America there are two fpecies of birds 
of this genus, that bear a great refemblance to it in their general 
form and their manner of preying. Mr. Catejhy has given the 
figure of the head of one, which he calls the Greater Bovhy ; his 
defcription fuits that of the young Gannet \ but the angle on the 
lower mandible made us formerly fufpeA that it was not the fame 
bird ; but from fome late informations we have been favored with, 
we find it is common to both countries, and during fummer fre- 
quents North America. Like the Penguin^ it informs navigators of 
the approach oifoundingSj who on fight of it drop the plummet. 

• P/w/V, lib. X. c. 44. 

Linnaus 
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Linnaeus claflcs our bird with the Pekcan ; in the tenth edition of 
his fyftem, he confounds it with the bird dcfcribed by Sir Hans 
Sloans^ hift. Jam. vol L p, 31. preface^ whofe colors differ from 
the Gannef in each (lage of life : but in his lad edition he very 
properly fcparates them. We continue it in the fame clafs, under 
the generical name of Corvorants^ as more familiar to the Engliftr 
car than that of Pekcan. 
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Birds now cxtinft in Great Britain, or fuch a» 
wander here accidentally, 

LAND BIRDS^ 

' I. ROUGH LEG'D FALCON. 

THIS fpecies is a native of Denniarky but was ihot in 
and IS prefervcd in the Z^verian Mufeum. 
Its length is tw<i feet two inches : that of the wing, when 
dofed, eighteen inches : the bill dufky \ the cere yellow : the head, 
neck, and breaft of a yellowifh white, marked in Ibme^ parts with 
oblong brown ftrokes : the bellj^ of a deep brown : thighs and legs 
of a pale yellow, marked with brown : the fcapulars blotched With 
brown and yellowilh white : coverts of the wings brown, edged 
with ruft : ends of the primaries deep brown ; the lower parts 
white : the extreme half of the tail brown, tipt with dirty white : 
that next to the body white. Legs covered with feathers as low as 
the feet: the feet yellow. ^ 

Vol. II. y y y II. ROLLER. 
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Roller, JFiL em. i^u Spranflt Kraka, BIakraka» Allekraka. 
Garrulus argentoratenjfu* Rait Jyn^ av» Faun, Suec, Jp, 94. 

41. Edtu* IQ9. 

Galgulasy le RoUier. Brijfon av. II. The Shagarag. Sha^w^s Trawls. 252. 

64. ta6. 5. Ellekrage. Brunuicbj 35. 

Coracias Garrula. Lin. j/yft. 159. Birk-Heker; Blaue-Racke. Fri/cb^ 1. 57. 



O' 



^F thefe birds we have heard of only two being (een at large in 
our ifland; one was fhot near Helfton-bridge^ Cornwalj and 
an account of it tranfmitted to us by the Reverend Doctor WilUam 
Borkfe. They are frequent in moft parts of Europe^ and we have 
received them frbm Denmark. 
Descrip. In fize it isi equal tg a jay. The bill is black, ftrait, and hookr 
ed at the point ; the bafe befet with briftles : the fpace about the 
eyes is bare and naked : behind each ear is alfo another bare fpot, 
or protuberance : the head, neck, breaft, and belly are of a light 
bluifh green : the back, and feathers of the wings next to it, are 
of a reddiih brown : the coverts on the ridge of the wings are rf a 
rich blue \ beneath them of a pale green : the upper part and tips 
of the quil-feathers are dulky ; the lower parts of a fine deep blue; 
the rump is of thp fame color : the tail confifts of twelve feathers, 
of which the outmoft on each fide are confiderably longer than the 
reft •, are of a light blue, and tipt with black, beneath that a fpot 
of deep blue j as is the cafe with fuch part of the quil-feathers that 

arc 
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are black above : the other feathers of the tail are of a dull green : 
the legs Aiort, and of a dirty yellow. 

It is remarkable for making a chattering noife, from which it is 
by fome called Carrulus. 



III. N U TCRACKER. 



Caryocatades. fHL prn. i$2. Notwccka,Notkraka./'«iMP. ^i^^f.>^. 19, 

Nad^ga, le CaiTe-noix. Briffen av. Mdiv. 240. 

II. 59. ta^. 5, • Danu Noddckrigc. Norvegis Not- 

Corvus Caiyocataftcs. Lin.Jyft. 157. kraake. Brunnich^ 34. 



'TpHE fpecimen we toke our dcfcriptiofi from, is the only one 
■*■ we ever heard was Ihot in thefe kingdoms \ is was killed near 
Moftytiy FUntftnre^ OSIober 5^ 1753. 

It was fomewhat lefs than the jackdaw: the bill ftrait, ftrong^ Dbscrip. 
and black : the color of the whole head and neck, breaft and body^ 
was a rufty brown 2 the crown of the head and the rump were 
plain : the other parts marked with triangular white fpots : 
the wings black : the coverts fpottcd in the fame manner as the 
body: the tail rounded at the end, black tipt with white: the vent- 
feathers white : the legs duflcy. 

This bird is alfo found in moft parts of Europe. We received a 
fpecimen from Denmarky by means of Mr. Brunnicb^ author of the 
Ornitbologia Borealisj a gentleman to whofe friendlhip we owe a 
numerous coUeftion of the curiofities of his country. 

It feeds on nuts, from whence the name^ 

. Y y y a ^ IV. The 
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IV. The O R I O L E. 



Qriolus Gftlbula, Lift. fyfi. i6o. Faun. The WitwaL WiU «/•«• 198. Rait Jyu. 

Suec. No. 95. av. 68. 

Scopoi;^ l\o, 45* Kramer^ 360. Le Loriot. Brijfon II. 320. 

Oriofuff* Gtfmr m/> 713. ^/dr^ av., I. Golden Thruih. Eii<w. 185. 

4l8«. 



HisTORT- npHIS beautiful bird is common in feveral parts of Europe % 
•* where it inhabits the woods, and hangs its neft very artifi- 
cially between the flender branches on the fummits of antient oaks. 
Its note is loud, and refembles its name. I have heard of only 
one being (hot in Great Britainy and that in South JVales. 

Descrip. It is of the fize of a thrufli : the head and whole body of the 
male is of a rich yellow : the bill red i from that to the eye a black 
line: the wings black, marked with a bar of ydlow : the ends of 
the feathers of the fame color : the two middle feathers of the tail 
black ; the reft black, with the ends of a fine yellow : the legs 
dulky. 

The body of the female is of a dull green : the wings duflcy : 
ihe tail of a dirty green : the ends of the exterior feathers whitiib. 
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V. The ROSE COLORED OUSEL. 



Merula rofea. Raii Jyn. av. 6j. Aldr. 11. 250* 

av* IL 283. Turdud rofeus. Lin. fyft* 294. 

WiU orn. 194. Faun. Suec. fp. 219. 

Le Merle Coulear de Roie. Brijfon av* Ed<w* 20. 



TtyrR. Edwards difcovered this beautiful bird twice in our ifland, 
'^^-^ near London^ at Ncrwoody and another time in Norfolk. The 
figure of this and the preceding, were copied, by permiflion, from 
his beautiful and accurate defigns, which we gratefully acknow- 
ledge, as well as every other afliftance from our worthy friend ; 
whofe pencil has done as much hooor to dur country, as the inte- 
grity of his heart, and communicative difpofition, has procured him 
efteem from a numerous and refpeftable acquaintance. 

The fize of this bird appears by the print to be equal to that of Db3crip# 
a (tare. The bill at the point is black, at the bafe a dirty fiefli 
color : the head is adorned with a crcft hanging backwards. The 
head, creft, neck, wing?, and tail are black, glofled with a thange- 
ablc blue, purple and green : the breaft, belly, back, and leflcr 
coverts of the wings, are of a rofe color, mixed with ^ few fpots of 
black : the legs of a dirty orange color. 

This bird is found in Lapland^ Italy^ and Syria. About Aleppo 
it is called the locuft bird^ poflibly from its food ^ and appears there 
only in fummer *. In Ita^ it is ftyled the fea-ftare \ and as Aldro- 

* RuffePsbifi. JUf. jh. T^fumUr^ 146*. 

vandus 
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l)andus fiiys, frequents heaps of dung*. And Mr. Ekmarckf in-^ 
forms us, that it relides in Lapland^ never pafling beyond the limits 
of that frozen r^ion. We have mentioned very oppolite climes, 
but believe it to be a fcarce bird in all, at left in Europe. 



WATERFOWL- 



VI. The CRANE. 



LeGrue. JSebn av. lij. Eranich. Kram. 545. 

Gru8. Ge/nerav, 5^8. Kranich. Fri/cJb, U. 194% 

A Crane. Turner. Ardca Grus. Lm, fyft, 234, 

Gru, Grua. AUr. ofv. III. IJ2. " Trana. Faun. Suic, /p. 161. 

WiL mm. 274. DanisTnoke. Mruimich^ 

Rail Jyn, tnj, 9$. Br, ZooL llS. 
La Grac. Bnjbn av. V. 374. tai^ 33. 



THIS fpecies was placed, in the folio edition of the Zoohgf^ 
among the Britijh birds, on the authority of Mr. Ray ; who 
informs us, that in his time, they were found during the winter in 
large flocks in Uncolnjhire and Camhridgejhire : but on the ftrifkcft 
enquiry we learn, that at prefent the inhabitj|QCs of thofe counties 
are fcarcely acquainted with them; we therefore conclude, that 
tbefe birds have forfaken our ifland. A fmgle bird was killed 
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near Cambridge about three years ago, and is the only inftance I 
ever knew of the crane being feen in this ifland in our time. They 
were formerly in high cftcem at our tables, for the delicacy of their 
flefh; for they feed only on grain, herbs, or infefls; fo have 
nothing of the ranknefs of the pifcivorous birds of this genus. 

It weight is about ten pounds; the length fix feet ; the bill of a Dsscitir. 
darkifli green,. four inches long; and a little deprefled on the top 
of the upper mandible : the top of the head covered with black 
briftles ; the back of the head bald and red, beneath which is an 
Hfli colored fpot : from the eyes, on each fide, is a broad whitfc 
Ithe the whole length of the neck : the fore part as far as the breaft 
is black : the quil-feathers are black : the tail a(h colored, tipt 
with black : all the reft of the plumage is afii colored. The legs 
are black. 

No author, except Gefner^ takes^ notice of a large tuft of fea- 
thers that fpring out of one pinion on each wing : they are unweb- 
bed, and finely curled at the ends, which the birds have power t<r 
creft or deprefs ; when deprefied they hang over and cover the tail. 
Gefner tells us, that thefe feathers ufed in his time to be fet in gold, 
and worn as ornaments in caps. Though this fpecies feems to have 
forfaken^thefe iflands at prefent, yet it was formerly a native, as we 
find in WUlughby^ P- 52* thkt there was a penalty of twcKy-pence 
for deftroying an egg of this bird v and TVr/r^ relates, that he has 
very oftfn feen their young in our raarfhes. . Marfigli* fays, that 
the crane lays two eggs like thole of a goofe, but of a bluifh color. 

• Hift. Danub. V. p. 8. 



VII. The 
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VIL The EGRET. 



Leffer White Heron. WH. orn. 2%o. Dwarf Heron. Bdrhot^ iq. 
Ardea Garactfa. Lln^ fyft. 237. L' Aigrette. Briffonav. V. 431. 

Ardea Alba minor. Raii/yn. av. 99* Kleiner Weiffcr Rager. Kram. 345. 



•ITTE once received out of Anglefea^ the feathers of a bird Ihot 
^^ there, which we fufpeft to be the Egret ^^ this is the only 
inftance perhaps of its being found in our country. That formerly 
this bird was very frequent here, appears by fome of the old bills 
of fare: in the famous feaft of Archbifhop Neville we find no left 
than a thoufand Jfterides*^ Egrets or Egrittes^ as it is differently 
ipelt. Perhaps the efteem they were in as a delicacy during thofe 
^ays, occafioned their extirpation in our iHands ; abroad they are 
ftill common, efpecially in the fouthern parts of Europe^ where they 
appear in flocks. 
Dbscrip* The Egret is a moft elegant bird ; it weighs about one pound; 
the length is. twenty-four inches, to the end of the legs thgty-two: 
the bill is (lander and black : the fpace about the eyes naked and 
green : the trides of a pal^ yellow : the head adorned with a beauti- 
ful creft, compofed of fome (hort, and of two long feathers, hang- 
ing backwai-d j thefe arc Upwards of firar inches in length : the 
whole plumage is of a refplendent whitenels : the feathers on the 
breaft, and the fcapulars, are very delicate, long, flender, and un- 

• Cffdww df Pr0/ttf. AngU €om. LflmTz CoUcd. 
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webbed, hanging in the lighteft and loofcft noanner: the legs are 
of a dark green aloaoft black : the fcapulars and the creft were 
formerly much efteemed as ornaments for caps and head-pieces ; 
fo that aignue and ^it cacpc to fignify any ornament to a cap, 
though originally the word was derived &om aigre^ a caufe de P 
dugreur defa "Orix *. 

We never met with this bird or the crane in Ef^Iani^ but form- 
ed our de&riptions from ^ectmens in the elegant cabinet of Dodor 
Mauduii in Paris, 



VIII. The LITTLE BITTERN. 



ArdcoIa*(lc BloHgios) Brt2/dn av, V. Boonk or long Neck. Sbaiu^s Travels, 

497. tab. ^o.fig. I. ^ 255- 

Ardea vertice dorfoque nigris, collo Ardea Minnta. Lin, £^ft. 240. 

antice et alarum ted^ricibas lutefcenti- Kleiner Rohrdommel. Frifcb^ II. 206. 

bus. (Staadea Raged, Kleiae Uooft- '! 207. 

kuh.) Kram. 348 *rfw. tfv. 275% 



THIS fpecies was ihot as it perched on one. of the trees in the 
^arry or public walks in dbrmflmryy on the banlcB of the 
Severn ; it is frequent in many other parts of Europe^ but the only 
one we ever heard of in England. 

The length to the tip of the tail was iBfteen inches, to the tv^A of Dbscrip. 
the toe twenty. The bill to the qarner;; of liie ihQ|itbtw«»iiM:.he6 and 

Vol. n. Z z% a half 
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a half long, dufky at the point ; the (ides yellow ; the edge jagged : 
the bulk of the body not larger than that of z fieldfare. 

The top of the head, the back, and tail were black, gloflbd with 
an obfcure green : the neck is very long, the forepart of which, the 
breaft and thighs, were of a buff color : the belly and vent-feathers 
white : the hind-part of the neck bare of feathers, but covered with 
thofe growing on the fide of it : on the fecting on of the wing is a 
large chefnut fpot : the \dSkx coverts of a yellowifli buff; the larger 
coverts whitiih : the web of that next the back half buff and h^ 
black : the quil-feathers black : the legs and toes dufky ; and what 
is fingular in a bird of this genus, the feathers grow down to the 
knees : the infide of the middle claw is ferrated. 

For this defcription, and the drawing, we are indebted to Mr» 



IX. The S P O O N . B I L L, 



Pelecanns fea Platea. Qifmr av. 666. Platalea Leucorodia. Lin, jyft. 231. 
Albardeola. Aldr. av. HI. i6o« Faun. Smc. No. 160. Briffon V. 

Spoon-bilL WtL om. 288. Rait j^n. 352. 

nv. 102. Lofifel-gans. Bcopoli, No, 115. 



A FLOCK of thefe birds migrated into the marflies near Tar- 
mouthy in Norfolk^ in jfyril^ ^77^ Thelfe birds inhaUt the 
continent of Emvpe, In Mr. Ray^s time, they bred annually in a 
wood at Sevtnbigsy not remote from Leyden: but the wood is now 

deftroyed; 



u^.2r. 
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deilroyed; atid thefe birds, with feveral others that formerly fre-* 
quented the country, are at prelent become very rare» 

Mr. Joffpb SparJhaU of Tarmoutb favored me with the following 
very accurate defcription : 

The length from the end of (he beak to the extremity of the middle 
toe forty inches : breadth of the wings, extended, fifty-two inches ; 
bill, length of the upper mandible feven inches ; of the lower fix 
three-fourths ditto: breadth of the fpoon, near the point, two 
inches ; ditto of the nether mandible one inch feven-eighths : breadth 
of both, in the narrowed part, near the middle, three-fourths of aa 
inch : a bright orange colored fpot, about the breadth of a fix* 
pence, juft above the point of the upper mandible, which is a little 
hooked, or bent downward at its extremity. At the angles of the 
bill, on each cheek, a fpot of a bright orange color : the ikin be- 
tween the fides of the lower mandible, and extending about three 
inches downward on the throat or neck, covered with very fine 
down, almoft imperceptible, which, with the ikin on that part, are 
of a very bright orange color : irides of the eyes a bright flame co- 
lor, very lively and vivid : the whole bill (except the above fpot) 
of a fine ihining black : its upper furface elegantly waved with 
dotted protuberances : a deprefled line extending from the noftrils 
(which are three-eights of an inch long, and fituate half an inch be- 
low the* upper part of^the bill) is continued round it about one 
eighth of an inch from its edge : its fubftance has fomething of the 
appearance of whale bone, thin, light, and elaftic. Infide of the 
mouth a dark a(h color, almoft black : the tongue (remarkably fin- 
gular) being very fhort, heart fhaped, and when drawn back, ferv- 
ing as a valve to clofe the entrance of the throat, which it feems to 
do efTeftually ; when pulled forward has the appearance of a trian- 

Z z z 2 gular 
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gular button : the ears, or auditory apertures large^ and placed an 
inch behind the angles of the mouth. Plumage of the whole body^ 
wings, and tail white : on the back-part of the head a beautiful 
creft of white feathers, hanging pendent behind the neck; their 
length about five inches y which, in the living fubjeft, gives it a 
very beautiful appearance. 

Weight of the fowl, three days after killed, was three pounds 
and a half. 

The legs black, their length fix inches, and thighs the fame; 
the latter naked about half their length ; toes connefted by a fmall 
web, extending to the firft joint on each. 



No. L 
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No. 1. 

ADDITIONS TO THE HISTORY 
OF THE HORSE. 



^TpHE reprcfentative of this fpecies k a native oi Temine^ m Horsb* 
^ Arabia F^Sxi the property of Lord Grofvenour^ takeo from 

a pi&ure in poifellion of his Lordihip, painted by Mr. Siubbs^ an 
. artift not lefs happy in reprefenting animals in their ftiller aion)pnts» 

than when ^itated by their furious paflions ; his macchlefs paint- 

ii^ of horles will be lafting monuments of the one, and that of thr 

lion and pantiKr of the other. 

This horfe, by its long refidence among us, may be faid to be 

naturalized, therefore we hope to be excufed £at introducing it 

here, nocwithftanding its foreign defcent. From its gneat beauty 

tt may be prefumed that it derives its lineage from Monaki Shadukiy 

tftJn pure race ofhwrfts^ purer than milk *• 

Arabia produces theie noble animals in the higheft perfe&ion -^ 

firft, becaufe they take their origin from the wild unmixed breeds 
j» 

* Vide die JrMm oertiicate,^ in a following note, for die meaning of tkis 

phralc. 

that 
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that formerly were found in the dcferts*, which had as little dege- 
nerated from their primaeval form and powers as the lion, tiger, or 
any other creature which ftill remains in a date of nature unchang- 
ed by the difcipline of man, or harvefted provifion. 

The Arabs place their chief delist in this animal ; it is to themf 
as dear as their family, and is indeed part of it : men, women, 
children, mares, and foals all lie in one common, tent, and they 
lodge promifcuoufly without fear of injury. 

This conftant intercourfe produces a familiarity that could not 
otherwife be efieded ; and creates a traftability in the horfes that 
could arife only from a regular good ufage ; little a£h of kindnefs, 
and a foothing language, which they are accuftomed to from their 
mailers : they are quite unacquainted with the fpur ; the left touch 
with the ftirrup fcts thefc airy couriers in motion \ they fet off with 

* Leo Africanus^ who wrote in the time of Leo X. fays, that in his days great 
numbers of i^ild horfes were found in the Numidian and Arabian Deferts, which 
were broke for nfe. He adds, that the trial of their fwiftneis was made againft 
the Lanty or the Oftricb\ and if they could overtake either of thofeanimak^ were 
valued at a hundred camels* Hifi. Afrka^ 339, 

t Aa a proof of this, receive the following lamentation of an ^oj, obliged, thm* 
pover^, to part with his mare : My ifes^ fays he, to the animal, Mpr fiul^ muft 
Ibe/o unfortunate as to have fold tbee tofo matpf maftersy and not to hep thee m^felff 
I am poor ^ my Antelope. Tou know inell enough^ nvf honiy^ I have brought thee 
up as mj child \ Ine<uer beat nor chid thee ; / made as much of thee as ever I could 
for ny life, God preftrve thee my dearefi ; thou art pretty ; thou art lovely ; Godde^ 
fend thee from the looAs of the envious. To underftand the firft part of this fpeech, 
it muft be obferved, that it is ufnal for many Arabs^ of the poorer rank, to join 
in the purchafe of a horfe, the original owner generally retaining one (hare. This, 
as well as moft of the other particulars relating to the Arabian horfe, are taken 
from Af. i)'^n;iVjMr'8 curious accouut of ^ro^/Vz, p. 1679 London, 1732. 

a fleet- 
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z fleetnefs that furpaflfes that of the Oftrich*, yet they are fo well 
trained as to ftop in their moft rapid fpeed by the fligheft check of 
the rider: there are fometimes inftances of their ^being mounted 
without either bridle or faddle, when they (hew fuch compliance to 
their rider*s will, as to be direded in their courfe by the meet 
motion of a fwitch f • 

Paret in ohfequium Imta moder amine virga^ 
Verbefa funt fractpta fuga^ funt verhera frana %. 

Several things concur to maintain this perfection in the horfes of 
Arabia^ fuch as the great care the Arabs take in preferving the 
brc«d genuine, by permitting none but ftallions of the iirft form to 
have accefs to the mares : this is never done but in the prefence of 
a witnefs, the fecretary of the Emir^ or fome public officer •, he 
aflerts the fa6t^ records the name of the horfe, mare, and whole 
pedigree of each, and thefe atteftations § are carefully preferved^ 
for on thefe depend the future price of the foal. 

The 

* For an account of its fpeed, *uidi AdanfvtCs v^. 85. 

f Tavtmier^s Travels, I. 63. 

X Nemefion Cyne^> 267. 

f The reada- is here prefented with an original atteflation, fome of which 
M. D^JrvUux (kyi have been preferved for above 500 years in the public re- 
eoius* 

Taken before ABDORRAMAN, KADI of ACCA. 

TheOccaficm of this prefent Writing or Inibument is that at Ace a in the 
Hottffe of Badi legal eftablifh'd Judge, appeared in Court Thomas Vsgau the Eng* 
liflx Confol and with him ^bnkh MoradEbn al Hay Jbdottahf Sheikh of the Coun- 
ty 
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The Jfiih^ whofe riches are their horfes, take all itnagiiiabfe 
care of them ; they have it not in their power to give them grafs in 
their hot climate^ except in the fpring ; their conftant food is bar* 
ley, and that given only in the night, being never fufiered to eat 
during the day. 

ty of Sa/ad, and the faid Conful defir'd from the aforefaid SMAB proof of the 
Race of the Grey Horfe which he bought of him, and He affirm'd to be MottaJti 
Sbadibi *» but he was not fatisfied with this but defir'd the Teftimony of the 
Ari^s^ who bred the Horfe and knew how he came to SbiM Mmid} whereupon 
there appeared certain Jr»h of Repute whofe names are uadermention'dy who 
teftified and declared that the Grey Horfe which the Conful formerly bought of 
Si^eM Morady is Monaki Sbaduki of the pure Race of Horfes, purer than Milk f, 
and that the Beginning of the Affair was, that Sbtikh SaUb, SUikb oi AUahal^ 
bought him of the Ar^^ of the Tribe of al Mohamnutdat^ and ^btikk SaUb fold 
liim to Sbeikb Mtnd Ebn si Hajj AbAIM, Sbeikb of S^/ad, and Sbeiib Morsd fold 
Jiim to die Conful aforef^» when thefe Matters appear'd to u»» and the Coii> 
tents were known, the faid Gentleman deiir'd a Certificate thereof, and Teftimo- 
ny of the Witnefies, whereupon we wrote him this Certificate, for him to keep 
1. 1. ft9 Jamutfy, as a Proof thereof. Dated Friday 28 of the latter Robs in the Year 1 135. 



I7ZS. 



Witncffes, 

Sbeibb Jumat al Faliiau of the Arali 

of al Mobmmnadat* 
AUEiuTahbsiKaM. 
itrsbim his Brother* 
Mebammed al Adbra Skeikb Al/ar^^ 
Kbamis al Kaabu 



* 7btfe ttri tbt Nsmts rf tht noc Brttdt tf Arab Bmfn^ ^ohicb are ruhtudfan aadtnu^ and 
thojk vjbicb art itfbotb tbtjt Brudi fy F^tbir and Mttb^r, art tbt m^ mb/t andjrtejrm MafiarS^ 
f A Prvotrbial En^effiom 

In 
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Ii» die daf-tioie they ar« h^t faddled a( tkf .door (^ the t^nt, 
tt$6y fi>r any jexcurfion their tmftcrs oany cmloe & thie Jr^ts being 
Ibnd'of the chace, and live k>f tfie plmdering of tr»veUers« The 
horfes are never h»rt by any fervite fiii9f)loy9 never iq^ured by heavy 
buitfaeiii^ or by long jourQies, enjoy ^ pw€ dry air^ due «xercife, 
greattemperance^ and great care, 

Eycry horfe in AraHa (except tbofe which by way of contempt 
are called GuiMcb^ or pack horfes^ has a degree of go^d qualities 
iuperior to thofe of any other places ; but it is not to be fuppoied, 
but that there are certain parts of that country^ w&ich have attain- 
ed a higher perfediomio the art of management than the others. 

Thus mt find by fome late information *, that Temine in Arahia 
Falix^ is at pr£fent in great repute for its breed ; for the jockies of 
that part have acquired fuch a fuperior name, as to be able to jell 
their three year old horfes for two or three hundred guineas a-piecc> 
and when they can be prevailed on to part with a favorite jtcMon^ 
they will not take le& for it than fifteen hundred gu^ineas. It is 
from this country that the great men in In^a are fupplied with 
iM>rfes, for India itfelf is pofTefled of a v^ry bad kind \ thefe noble 
animals being much negleded ther^ from the conftant ufe of the 
Bf^ah^ not only in tillage, but even in riding. 

It may be allowed here to give fome account of the horfes of 
other countries, which derive their origin, or at left receive their 
improvement from the Arnhiufi kind, for wherefoever the Saraans 
^read their viftoriMs arms^ they, at the fame time, introduced 
their gener#us race of horfes. 

• Wall otihistfa, 74. 
Vol. II. 4 A Thofe 
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Thofe of "Pirjia are light, fwift, and very like thofc of nlrahia^ 
but formed very narrow before : they are fed witlx chopped draw, 
mixed with barley, and inftead of foiling, are fed with new eared 
or green barley for about fourteen or twenty days •• 

JEibiopia has with fome writers the credit of having oHginally 
furniflicd Jraita with its fine raoc of horfcs -, but we beliete the 
reverfe, and that they were introduced into that empire by the jira- 
hian princes^ whofe lineage to this day fills that throne. The hories 
of that coun^ are fpirited and flrong, and generally of a black 
color t they are Aever ufed in long journies, but only in battle or 
in the race, for all fervile work is done by mules : the jEtbio^ans 
never fhoe them, for which reafon, on pafling through ftony places, 
they difmount, and ride on mules, and lead their horfes f ; fo from 
this we may coUeft, that this nation is not lefs attached to thefe ani* 
mals than the Arabs. 

j/Egypt has two breeds of horfes, one its own, the other Arabian % 
the lad are moft efteemed, and are bought up at a great price, in 
order to be fent to Conftantinople ; but fuch is the difcouragement, 
arifing from the tyranny of the government, that the owners often 
wilfully lame a promifing horfe^, left the Beys fhould like it and 
force it from them. 

Barbary owes its fine horfes to the fame ftock, but in general they 
are far inferior in point of value; and for the fame reafon as is given 
in the laft article, the great infccurity of property under the Turki/h 
government. The breed was once very famous z M. D'Arvieux § 

• Tavernier^s Travels, I. 145. 

t l^udolph. bift\ jEtbiop. 53. 

t Univ. t/mUm hift. quottcd from MittUet and Pocock. 

\ D^JrvHMX, 173. 

fays, 
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fays, that when he was there in 1668, he met with a mare that he 
thought worthy of the ftud of his grand Monarque^ when in the 
height of his glory ; but DoAor Shaw informs us, that at prefenc 
the cafe; is entirely altered*. 

Notwithftanding Spain has been celebrated of old for the fwifc- 
nefi of its horfes, yet it muft have received great improvement from 
thofc brought over by their conquerors, the Saracens. According 
to Oppian f, the Spanijh breed had no other merit than that of fleet- 
nefe, but at prefent we know that they have fcveral other fine qua- 
lities* 

To fum up the account of this generous animal, we may obfery^ 
that every country that boafts of a fine race of horfes, is indited 
to Arabia^ their primaeval feat No wonder then, that the poetic 
genius of the author of the book of Joby who not only lived on the 
very fpot, but even at time when the animal creation ftill enjoyed 
much of its original perfe&ion, fliould be able to compofe that Xub- 
linne defcription which has always been the admiration of every per- 
fon of genuine tafte|. 

• SbmJo*s Travehf 238. 

t Cy^i* ^tb. h V. 284. 

t yo6, ch. XXXIX, V. 19. to 25, 
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No. IL 
Of the taking ctf WOLVES, &c. 

Ex Autograpbo penes Dec. et Capit. Exon. 
^ FroBi Bp. Lyttbltok's Colle£tioas» 

7 OH AN. comes Mmrttm omnibus bomiDtbas et umicis fens 
Ftm^ et jhglicis prefeiuibos et fiatnris fakitem fciatis not 
concef/"^ reddidtflfe et hae cattamea confirmaflr comity baron mdi^ 
tibw et omnibus Ubere tenentibus ctericis et lakis in T>eoemfrin 
libertates fuas forefte quas habuerunc tempore Hif$rtci Reg. pmavi 
mei tenendas et habendas illis et heredibus fuis de me et heredibus 
meis et nominatim quod habearit arcus et pharetras^ et fagittas in 
terris fuis deferendas extra regardum forefte mee, et quod canes fui 
vel hominum fuorum, non fint efpaltati extra regardum forefte, et 
quod habeant canes fuos et alias libertates, ficut melius et liberius 
illas htbuerun^ tempore ejufd. Henrid Regis et Reifellos fuos, et 
quod capiant Capreolum, Vulpem, Cattum, Lupum, Leporem, 
Lucram, ubicunque illam inveniunt extra regardum forefte mce. 
£t ideo vobis Hrmiter precipio, quod nullus eis, de hiis vel aliis 
libertatibus fuis moleftiam inferat vel gravamen. Hiis teftibus 
Will Marefcall Will comite Sarejbur. IFilL com. de Vernon. Siepb. 

RiM 
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Ridell cancellario meo^ fViU. ie IVem. Hamcne de Valain^ Rogero de 
NovoburgOj Ingekam de PincoU. Rob. de Moritomariy WaUero Mai- 
/ravers. Rad. Marin. Walt, de Cantelu. GilberH Mnrin ct multis 
aliis. 

Seal appendant, an armed man on horfeback, and on the reverfe^ 
a finall itnprdTion fiom an amtique he^ -^ tbe legend broken. 



No. 
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No. III. 
Of the choice of his MAJESTY'S HAWKS. 



TO all thofc to whome this prefent Writinge (hall come I 
St. Anthony Pell Knight Maifter Faulkner Surveyor and 
Keeper of his Majefties Hawkes fend greetinge, Whereas I ani 
credibly ioformed that divers perfons who doe ufuallie bringe 
Haukes to fell doe commonlye convey them from fhipbord and 
cuftome howfe before fuch tymc as I or my fcrvants or deputies 
have ^ny fight or choife of them for his Majefties ufe whereby his 
Highncfs is not nor hath not lately becne furniflied with the num- 
ber of Hawkes as is moft meete. Wherefore theis are in his Ma- 
jefties name to will charge and commaund you and every of you 
that ftiall at any tyme hereafter bringe any Hawkes to fell. That 
neither you nor any of you nor any others for you or by your ap- 
pointment doe remove or convey awaye any of your Hawkes what- 
foever from Ihipbord or the cuftome houfe untill fuch tyme as the 
bearer hereof my welbeloved friend miSam Spence Gent, have his 
firft choife for his Majefties fervice. And that you and every one of 
you do quietly permitt and fuffer the faid fTm. Spence the bearer 
hereof to take his choife and make tryal of fuch of your Hawke* 
as he ftiall thinkc mccte with a gorge or two of meat before fuch 

tyme 
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tyme as hh Majefties price be paide beeinge as hereafter followeth, 
viz for a Faulcon twenty fix fhillings and eight peace, for a Taflfell- 
gcntle thirteene Ihillings and four pence, for a Latiner twenty fix 
fhillings and eight pence, for ^ Lannarett thirteene ihillings and foure 
pence, for a Gofhawke twentie fhillings, for a TafTell of a Gofshawke 
thirteene fhillings and foure pence, for a Gerfaulkon thirtie fhil- 
lings, for a Jerkin thirteen fhillings and fourepence, hereof fayle you 
not as you will anfwere the contrary at your perills. Dated the fix 
and twentieth day Januarie Anno Domini 1621. 

This warrant to endure untill the 
firfl daye of Auguft next comeingc. 



No. 
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No. IV. 

Of the small BIRD8 op FLIGHT, 

By the Hon^^. Daines Barringto^. 



IN the fuburbs of London (and jArticularly about Shcreditch) 
are feveral weavers and other tradefmen, who, during the 
months of OSober and Marcb^ get their livelihood by an ingenious, 
and we may fay, a fcientific method of bird-catching, which is to- 
tally unknown in other parts of Great Britain. 

The reafon of this trade being confined to fo fmall a compafs, 
arifes from there being no confiderable fale for finging birds except 
in the metropolis : as the apparatus for this purpofe is alfo heavy, 
and at the fame time muft be carried on a man's back, it prevents 
the birdwatchers going to above three or four miles diftance. 

This method of bird-catching muft have been long pra&ifed, as 
it is brought to a moft fyftematical perfeftion, and is attended with 
a very confiderable expence. 

The nets are a moft ingenious piece of mechanifm, are gene- 
rally twelve yards and a half long, and two yards and a half wide; 
and no one on bare infpc&ion would imagine that a bird (who is 

fo 
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fo very quick in all its motions) could be catched by the nets 
flapping over each other, till he becomes eye witnefs of the pullers 
feldom failing *. 

The wild birds fy (aS the bird-catchers term it) chiefly during 
the month of OStohery and part of September and November ; as the 
flight in March is much lefs confiderable than that of Micbaelmafs. 
It is to be noted alfo, that the feveral fpecies of birds of flight do 
not make their appearance precifely at the fame time, during the 
months of 5^/m*^, OSober znd November. The Pippet f, for 
example, begins to^ about Mchaelma/Sj and then the Woodlark, 
Linnet, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, and other birds of 
flight fucceed ; all of which are not eafily to be caught, or in any 
numbers, at any other time, and more particularly the Pippet and 
the Woodlark. 

Thefe birds, during the Michaelma/s and March flights, are 
chiefly on the wing from day break to noon, though there is after- 
wards a bnsAl flight from two till night; but this however is fo in- 
confiderable, that the bird-catchers always take up their nets at 
noon. 

It may well deferve the attention of the naturalifl: whence thefe 
periodical flights of certain birds can arife. As the ground however 



* Thefe nets are. known in mo& parts of England by the name o( day -nets or 
clap-mis ; but all we have feen are far inferior in their mechanifm to thofe ufed 
near London^ 

t A fmall fpecies of Lark, but which is inferior to other birds of that Genus 
in point of fong. 

Vol. IL 4 B is 
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is ploughed during the months of OSober and March for fowing 
the winter and lent corn, it (hould feem that they are thus fupplied 
with a great profufion both of feeds and infers, which they cannot 
fo eafily procure at any other feafon. 

It may not be improper to mention another circumllance, to be 
obferved during their flitting, viz. that they fly always againft the 
wind y hence, there is great contention amongft the bird-catchers 
who ihall gain that point, if (for example) it is wefterly, the bird- 
catcher who lays his nets moft to the eaft, is fure almofl: of catch- 
ing every thing, provided his call-birds are good : a gentle wind 
to the fouth-weft generally produces the beft fport. 

The bird-catcher, who is a fubftantial man, and hath a proper 
apparatus for this purpofe, generally carries with him five or fix 
linnets (of which more are caught than any finging bird) two gold- 
finches J vno greenfinches^ one woodlarky one redpollj z yellowhammery 
titlark^ and aberdavine^ and perhaps a bullfinch ; thefe are placed at 
fmall diftances from the nets in little cages. He hath, befides^ 
what are called flur-birds^ which are placed within the nets, are 
raifed upon the/«r*, and gently let down at the time the wild 
bird approaches them. Thefe generally confift of the linnet^ the 
gol4finch^ and the greenfinch^ which are fecured to the fiur by what 
is called a ^jr^f ^ a contrivance that fecures the birds without 
doing any injury to their plumage. 

* A moveable perch to which the bird is tied, and which the bird-catcher can 
raife at pleafare, by means of a long firing faflened to it. 

t A fort of bandage, formed of a ilender filken firing that is faftened round the 
bird's body, and under the wings, in fo artful a manner as to' hinder the bird 
frdm bein^ hurt* let flutter ever fo much in the railing. 

It 
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It having been found that there is a fuperiority between bird and 
bird, from the one being more in fong than the other •, the bird- 
catchers contrive that their call birds Ihould moult before the ufual 
time. They, therefore, in June or July^ put them into a clofe 
box, under two or three folds of blankets, and leave their dung in 
the cage to raife a greater heat ; in which ftate they continue, be- 
ing perhaps examined but once a week to have frefh water. As 
for food, the air is fo putrid, that they eat little during the whole 
ftate of confinement, which lafts about a month. The birds fre- 
quently die under the operation * 5 and hence the value of a flop- 
fed bird rifes greatly. 

When the bird hath thus prematurally moulted, he is in fong^ 
whilft the wild birds are out offong^ and his note is louder and more 
piercing than that of a wild one *, but it is not only in his note he 
receives an alteration, the plumage is equally improved. The 
black and yellow in the wings of the goldfinch^ for example, become 
deeper and more vivid, together with a moft beautiful glofs, which 
is not to be feen in the wild bird. The bill, which in the latter 
is likewife black at the end, in the ftopped bird becomes white and 
more taper, as do its legs : in fhort, there is as much difference 
between a wild and z flopped birdj as there is between a horfe which 
is kept in body cloaths, or at grafs. 

When the bird-catcher hath laid his nets, he difpofes of his call- 
inrds at proper intervals. It mud be owned, that there is a moft 

* We have been lately informed by an experienced bird-catcher, that he pur- 
faes a cooler regimen 'm flopping his birds, and that he therefore feldom lofes one: 
bat we fttfpeft that there is not the fame certainty of making them monlt. 

4 B 2 malicious 
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malicious joy in thefe call-birds to bring the wild ones iqto the fame 
ftate of captivity ; which may likewife be obferved with regard to 
the decoy ducks. 

Their fight and hearing infinitely excels that of the bird catcher. 
The inftant that the * wild birds are perceived, notice is given by 
one to the reft of the call-birds^ (as it is by the firft hound that hits 
on the fcent, to the reft of the pack) after which, follows the fame 
fort of tumultuous ecftacy and joy. The call-birds^ while the bird 
is at a diftance, do not fing as a bird does in a chamber ; they in- 
' vite the wild ones by what the bird catchers call Jhort jerks^ which 
when the birds are good, may be heard at a great diftance. The 
afcendency by this call or invitation is fo great, that the wild bird 
is ftopped in its courfe of fiight, and if not already acquainted with 
the nets f , lights boldly within twenty yards of perhaps three or 
four bird-catchers, on a fpot which otherwife it would not have 
taken the left notice of. Nay, it frequently happens, that if half 
a flock only are caught, the remaining half will immediately after- 
wards light in the ilets, and fhare the fame fate ; and fhould only 
one bird efcape, that bird will fuflfer itfelf to be pulled at till it is 
caught) fuch a fafcinating power have the call-birds. 



* It may be alfo obferved, that the moment they fee a hawk» they communicate 
the alarm to each other by a plaintive note; nor will they thenyVri or call though 
the wild birds are near. 

t A bird, acquainted with the nets, is by the bird-catchers termed a Jharper^ 
which they endeavour to drive away, as they can have no fport whilH it continues 
near them. 

While 
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While we arc on this fubjeft of the jerking of birds, we cannot 
omit mentioning, that the bird-catchers frequently lay confiderable 
wagers whofe call bird c^n jerk the longeft, as that determines the 
fuperiority. They place them oppofite to each other, by an inch 
of candle, and the bird ^\io jerks the oftencft, before the candle is 
burnt out, wins the wager. We have been informed, that there 
have been inftances of a bird's giving a hundred and kventy jerks 
in a quarter of an hour ; and we have known a linnet, in fuch a 
trial, perfevere in its emulation till it fwooned from the perch : 
thus, as Plif^ fays of the nightingale, viSa morte finit fape vitam^ 
fpirituprius deficient e qudm cantu*. 

It may be here obferved, that birds when near each other, and 
in fight, {<ddiom jerk or fing. They cither fight, or ufe (hort and 
wheedling calls ; xhc jerking of thefe callbirds^ therefore, face to 
face, is a moll extraordinary inftance of contention for fuperiority 
in ibng. 

It may be alfo worthy of obfervation, that the female of no fpecies 
of birds ever fings : with birds, it is the reverfe of what occurs in 
human kind : among the feathered tribe, all the cares of life fall to 
the lot of the tender fex : theirs is the fatigue of incubation \ and 
the principal (hare in nurfing the helplefs brood : to alleviate thefe 
fatigues, and to fupport her under them, nature hath given to the 
male the fong, with all the little blandifliments and foothing arts ; 
thefe he fondly exerts (even after courtlhip) on fome fpray contigu- 
ous to the neft, during the time his mate is performing her paren- 
tal duties. But that (he fhould be filent, is alfo another wife pro- 

• LH. X. f. 29. 

vifion 
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vifion of nature, for her fong would difcover her neft ; as would a 
gaudinefs of plumage, which, for the fame reafon, feems to have 
been denied her. 

To thefe we may add a few particulars that fell within our notice 
during our enquiries among the bird-catchers, fuch as, that they 
immediately kill the hens of every fpecies of birds they take, being 
incapable of linging, as alfo being inferior in plumage ; the pippets 
likewife are indifcriminately deftroyed, as the cock does not fing 
well : they fell the dead birds for three-pence or four-pence a 
dozen. 

Thefe fmall birds are fo good, that we are furprized the luxury 
of the age neglefts fo delicate an acquifition to the table. The 
modern Italians are fond of fmall birds, which they eat under the 
common name of Beccaficos : and the dear rate a Roman Tragedian 
paid for one difh of finging birds* is well known. 

Another particular we learned, in converfation with a Lond$n 
bird-catcher, was the vafl: price that is fomedmes given for a lingle 
fong bird, which had not learned to whittle tunes. The greateft 
fum we heard of, was five guineas for a chaffinch^ that had a parti- 
cular and uncommon note, under which it was intended to trun 
others : and we alfo heard of five pounds ten (hillings being given 
for a caU-bird linnet* 



* Maxime tamen infignis eft in hoc memoria, Clodii Mtofl tragici bifirionis patina 
fexcentis H. S. taxata ; in quo pofuit a<ves cantu alifU9t out humano /ermonif nf^caks, 
Plin. lib. X. c. 51. The price of this expeniiye difh was about 6845 /- i^'* ^^* 
cording to Arhuthnot^s Tables. I'his feems to have been a wanton caprice, rather 
than a tribute to epicurifm. T. P. 
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A third fingular circumftance, which confirms an obicrvation of 
Lintueus^ is, that the male chaffinches fly by themfelves, and in the 
Jlight precede the females ; but this is not peculiar to the chaffinches. 
When the titlarks are caught in the beginning of the feafon, it fre- 
quently happens, that forty are taken and not one female among 
them : and probably the fame would be oblerved with regard to 
other birds (as has been done with relation Co the wheat-tar) if they 
were attiended to. 

An experienced and rntelligent bird-catcher informed us, thai: 
fuch birds as breed twice a year, generally have in their firft brood 
a nujority of males, and in their fecond, of females, which may in 
part account for the above obfenration. 

We muft not omit mention of the buljincb^ chough it does not 
properly come under the title of a finging bird, or a bird of ftighf^ 
as it does not often move farther than from hedge to hedge ; yet^ 
as the bird fells well on account of its learning to whiftle tunes, and 
fometimes flies over the fields where the nets are laid ; the bird- 
catchers have often a call-bird to enfnare it, though mofl: of them 
can imitate the call with their mouths* It is remarkable with re- 
gard to this bird, that the female anfwers the purpofe of a cali-Urd 
as well as the male, which is not experienced in any other bird taken 
by the London bird-catchers* 

It may perhaps furprize, that under this article of finging birds^ 
we have not mentioned the nightingale^ which is not a bird offiigbi^ 
in the fenfe the bird-catchers ufe this term. * The nightingale^ like the 
robin^ wren^ and many other finging birds, only moves from hedge 
to hedge, and does not take the periodical //g'^/j in 0£lcber and 
Moartbm The perfons who catch thefe birds, make ufe of fmall 

trap- 
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trap-nets, without call-birds, and are confidered as inferior in dig- 
nity to other bird-catchers, who will not rank with them. 

The nightingale being the firft of finging birds, we fliall here 
infert a few particulars relating to it, that were tranfmitted to us 
fince the defcription of that bird was printed. 

Its arrival is expefted, by the trappers in the neighborhood of 
London^ the firft week in Aprils at the beginning none but cocks 
are taken, but in a few days the hens make their appearance, ge- 
nerally by themfelves, though fometimcs a few males come along 
with them. 

The latter are diftinguifhed from the females not oply by their 
fuperior fize, but by a great fwelling of their vent, which com- 
mences on the firft arrival of the hens. 

They do not build till the middle of Miy, and generally chufe 
a quickfet to make their neft in. 

If the nightingale is kept in a cage, it often begins to fing about 
the latter end oi November^ and continues its.fong more or lefs till 
June. 

A young Canary bird^ linnet^ Jkylark^ or robin (who have 
never heard any other bird) are faid beft to learn, the note of a 
nigbtingaU. 

They are caught in a net^trap ; the bottom of which is furround- 
ed with an iron ring ; the net itfelf is rather larger than a cabbage 
net. 

When the trappers hear or fee them, they ftrewlbme frefti mould 
under the place, and bait the trap with a meal-worm from the 
baker*s (hop. 

Ten or a dozen nightingales have been thus caught in a day. 
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No. V. 

EXPERIMENTS and OBSERVATIONS on the 
SINGING OP BIRDS, by the Hon. DAINES 
HARRINGTON. In a LETtER to MATHEW 
MATY, M.D. SEC.R.JS. 1773. 

From tHe Philosophical Transactions, Vol. LXIIL 



. Dear Sir, 

AS the experiments and obferv^ations I mean to lay before the 
Royal Society relate to the finging of birds, which is a fub- 
je6t that hath never before been fcientifically treated of*, it may 
not be improper to prefix an explanation of fome uncommon terms, 
which I Ihall be obliged to ufe, as well ^ others which l*have been 
under a neceffity of coining. 

To chirps is the firft found which a young bird utters,^ as a cry 
for food, and i^ different in all neftlings, if accurately. attended to; 

• Kircber^ indeed, in his Mufurgia^ hath given us fome few paflages in the 
fong of the nightingale, as well as the call of a qnail and cuckow, which he hath 
engraved in muAcal chara^rs. Thefe inftances, however, only prove that fome 
birds have in their fong, notes which correfpond with the intervals of our com- 
mon fcale of the mnfical odave. 

Vol. II. 4C fo 
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fo that the hearer may diftinguifh of what fpecies the birds are, 
though the nefl: may hang out of his fight and reach* 

This cry is, as might be expected, very weak and querulous ; 
it is dropped entirely as the bird grows ftronger, nor i^ afterwards 
intermixed with its fong, the chirp of a nightingale (for example) 
being hoarfe and difagreeable. 

To this definition of the cUrp^ I muft add, that it confifts of a 
fingic found, repeated at very fbort intervals, and that it is com- 
mon to neftlings of both fexes. 

The call of a bird, is that found which it is able to make, when 
about a month old ; it is, in mod inftances (which I happen to 
recoiled) a repetition of one and the fame note, is retained by the 
bird as long as it lives, and is common, generally, to both the cock 
and hen*. 

The next ftage in the notes of a bird is termed, by the bird- 
catchers, recordings which word is probably derived from a mufical 
inftrument, formerly ufed in England^ called a recorder f . 

This attempt in the neftling to fing, may be compared to the 

1 For wftat of terns to diftii^uifk the notes of birds, Billom applies the verh 
choMUtitf or fing, to the goofe and crane, as well as the nightingale. ** Plufieors 
oifeaox cbatunu la noit, comme eft Vfxytt la grue, U ie roffignol.'* Btlkmh 
Hift. of Birds, p. 50. 

f It feems to have been a fpecies of flute, and was probably ufed to teach 
yoang birds to pipe tunes. 

Lord Bac§m defcribes this inftrument to have been ftrait, to have had a leilor 
and greater bore, both above and below, to have lequired very little breath from 
the blower, and 10 have had ^^lat he calls tfippU, or ftopper. See his fecond 
Century of Experiments. 

imperfeft 
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imperfeft endeavour in a child to babble. I have known inftances 
c^ birds beginning to recorJ when they were not a month old. 

This firit elTay does not ieem to have the leaft rudinients of 
the future fong; but as the bird grows older and ftronger, one 
may begin to perceive what the neftling is aiming at* 

WhiUb the fcholar is thus endeavouring to form his fong, when 
he is once fure of a paflage, he commonly raifes his tone, which 
he drops again when he is not equal to what he is attempting i juft 
as a fingqr raifes his voice, when he not only recollefts certain parts 
of a tune with precifion, but knows that he can execute them. 

What the neftling is not thus thoroughly mafter of, he hurries 
over, lowering his tone, as if he did not wifh to be heard, and 
could not yet fatisfy himfelf. 

I have never happened to meet with a paflage in any writer, 
which feems to relate to this ftage of finging in a bird, except, per* 
haps, in the following lines of Sfatius : 

. —. " Nunc volucrum novi 

" Queftus, inexpertumquc carmen, 
** Quod ttcita ftatuere bruma," 

Stat. Sylv. L. IV. Eel. 5. 

A young bird commonly continues to ncord for ten or eleven 
months, when he is able to execute every part of his fong, which 
afterwards continues fixed, and is fcarcely ever altered *. 

• The bird called a Twite* by the bird-catchers commonly flics in company 
with linnets, yet thefe two fpecies of birds never learn each other's notes, which 
always continae totally difterent. 

* Br. Zoel. Vol. II. p* 31$. 8<v«. prefcnt edition, I. p. 293. 

4 C 2 When 
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When the bird is thus become perfeft in his leflbn, he is faid to 
Jing bis foHg rounds or in all its varieties of pafTages, whi|;h he con- 
ne£ts together, and executes without a paufe. 

I would therefore define a bird's fong to be a fucceflion of three 
or more different notes, which are continued without interruption 
during the fame interval with a mufical bar of four crotchets in an 
adagio movement, or whilft a pendulum fwings four feconds. 

By the firfl: requifite in this definition, I mean to exclude the call 
of a cuckow, ^or clucking of a hen *, as they confift of only two 
notes; whilft the Ihort burfts of finging birds, contending with 
each other (called jerks by the bird-catchers) are equally diftin- 
guilhed from what I term fong^ by their not continuing for four 
feconds. 

As the notes of a cuckow and hen, therefore, though they ex- 
ceed what I have defined the call of a bird to be, do not amount 
to xt^fong^ I will, for this reafon, take the liberty of terming fuch 
a fucccflion of two notes as we hear in thefe birds, the varied call. 

Having thus fettled the meaning of certain words, which I Ihall 
be obliged to make ufe of, I (hall now proceed to ftate fome general 
principles with regard to the finging of birds, which feem to refult 
from the experiments I have been making for feveral years, and 
under a great variety of circumftances. 

Notes in birds art no more innate, than language is in man, 
and depend entirely upon the mafter under which they are bred, 
as far as their organs will enable them to imitate the founds which 
they have frequent opportunities of hearing. 

* The common hen, when fhe lays, repeats the fame note very often, and 
concludes with the iixth above, which fhe holds for a longer time. 

Moft 
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Mod of the experiments I have made on this fubjeft have been 
tried with cock linnets, which were fledged and nearly able to leave 
their neft, on account not only of this bird's docility, and great 
powers of imitation, but becaufe the cock is ealily diftinguifhed 
from the hen at that early period, by the fuperior whitenefs in the 
wing *. 

In many other forts of finging birds the male is not at the age 
of three weeks fo certainly known from the female ; and if the 
pupil turns out to be a hen, 

" ibi omnis 

" EfFufus labor/* 

The Greek poets made a fongfter of the rrrlt^, whatever animal 
that may be, and it is remarkable that they obferved the female 
was incapable of finging as well as hen birds : 

ilv reui ywM^iv is yorutv favm tvt % 

Comicorum Gracorum Sentendas^ p. 452. Ed. Steph* 

I have indeed known an inftance or two of a hen's making out 
fomething like the fong of her fpecies ; but thefe are as rare as the 
common hen's being heard to crow. 

I rather fufpeft alfo, that thofe parrots, magpies, &c. which 
either do not fpeak at all, or very little, are hens of thofe kinds. 

* The white reaches almoft to the fhaft of the quill feathers, and in the hen 
does not exceed more than half of that fpace : it is alfo of a brighter hue. 

I have 
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I have educated neftUng linnets under the three beft fingiog 
krks, the Jkylark^ woodlarky and tit-lark^ every one of which^ m- 
ftead of the linnet's fong^ adhered entirely lo that of their refpedtive 
inftruftors. 

When the note of the Hikrk-Unnet * was thoroughly Jixei^ I 
hung the bird in a room with two common linnets, for a quarter of 
a year, whieh were full in fong; the ihlark-kmet^ however, did 
not borrow any paflages from the linnet's ibng, but adhered fted- 
faftly to that of the titlark. 

I had fome curiolity to find out whether an European neftling 
would equally learn the note of an African bird : I therefore edu- 
cated a young linnet under a vengoUna -f, which imitated its jlfri' 
can mafter fo exa£tly, without any mixture of the linnet fong, that 
it was impoflible to diftingui(h the one from the other. 

This 'OingoUna-Unnei was abfolutely perfeft, without ever utte^ 
ing a fingle note by which it could have been known to be a linnet. 
In fome of my other experiments, however, the neftling linnet re- 
tained the call of its own fpecies, or what the bird-catchers term 



* I thas call a bird which fings notes he would not have learned in a wild ftate; 
thus by a fiylark-linnet^, I mean a linnet with the fkylark fong; a mgbtingah- 
roiin, a rotiu with the nightingale fong, &c. 

f This bird feems not to have been defcribed by any of the omitholo>gifts ; it 
is of the ^ncif tribe, and about the fame fize with our aberdavine (or filkin). The 
colors are grey and white, and the cock hath a bright yellow fpot upon the rump. 
It is a very familiar bird, and fings better than any of thofe which are not Enro- 
pean^ except the American mocking bird. An inftance hath lately happened, in an 
aviary at Hamft$d^ of a ^ngtiina^ breeding with a Qtmmrj bird. 

the 
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the limiet's cbuckk^ from focne refemblance to that word when pro* 
nounced. 

I have before ftated, that all tn^ oeftling litmets ^ext three weeks 
old, when taken from the neft % and by that time they frequently 
kam their cwn call from the parent birds^ which I have mentioned 
to confift of only a fin^ note. 

To be certain, therefore, that a neftliog will tMt haw eveo the 
€aU of its fpectes^ it ihould be taken from the neft when only a day 
or two old; becaufe, though neftlings cannot fee till the ieventh 
day, yet they can hear from the ii^ant they are hatched, and pfo^ 
bably, from that circumftance, attend to founds, more than they 
do afterwaixls, efpecially as the call of the parents announces the 
arriirai of their food* 

I muft own, that I am not equal myfelf, nor can I procure any 
perfon to take the trouble of breeding up a bird of this age, as thi: • 
odds againft its being reared are almoft infinite. The warmth in- 
deed of [incubation may be, in fome meafure, fupplied by cotton 
and fires ; but thefe delicate animals require, in tiiis ftace, being 
fed almoft perpetually, whilft the nourifhment they receive Ihould 
not only be prepared with great attention, but given in very fmall 
portions at a time. 

Though I muft admit, therefore, that I have never reared my- 
ilelf a bird of fo tender an age, yet I have happened to iee both a 
linnet and a goldfinch which were taken from their nefts when only 
two or three days old. 

The firft of thefe belonged to Mr. Matthews^ an apothecary at 
Kenfington^ which, from a want of other founds to imitate, almoft 
articulated the words pretty boy^ as well as fome other (hort fen- 
tences: I heard^the bird myfelf repeat the "wotds pretty bty % and 

Mn 
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Mr, Matthews aflured me, that he had neither the note or call of 
any bird whatfoever. 

This talking linnet died laft year, before which, many people 
went from London to hear him fpeak. 

The goldfinch I have before mentioned, was reared in the town 
of Knighton in Radnor/hire^ which I happened to hear, as I was 
walking by the houfe where it was kept. 

I thought indeed that a wren was linging ; and I went into the 
houfe to inquire after it, as that little bird feldom lives long in a 
cage. 

The people of the houfe, however, told me, that they had no 

bird but a goldfinch, which they conceived to fing its own natural 

note, as they called it ; upon which I (laid a confiderable time in 

the room, whilft its notes were merely thofe of a wren^ without 

• the lead mixture of goldfinch. 

On further inquiries, I found that the bird had been taken from 
the neft when only a day or two old, that it was hung in a win- 
dow which was oppofite to a fmall garden, whence the neftling had 
undoubtedly acquired the notes of the wren, without having had 
any opportunity of learning even the call of the goldfinch. 

Thcfe fafts, which I have ftated, fccm to prove very decifively, 
that birds have not any innate ideas of the notes which are fuppofed 
to be peculiar to each fpecies. But it will pofl[ibly be afked, why, 
in a wild (late, they adhere fo fteadily to the fame fong, in fo 
much, that it is well known, before the bird is heard, what notes 
you are to cxpeft from him. 

This, however, arifes entirely from the neftling*s attending only 
to the inftruftion of the parent bird, whilft it difrcgards the notes 
of all others, which may perhaps be finging round him. 

Young 
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Young Canary birds arc frequently reared in a room where there 
are many other forts ; and yet I have been informed^ that they only 
learn the fong of the parent cock. 

Every out knows, that the common houfe-iparrow, when in a 
wild ftate, never does any thing but chirp : this, however, does not 
arife from want of powers ^in this bird to imitate others ; but be- 
caufe he only attends to the parental note. 

But, to prove this decifively, I took « common fparrow from 
the neft when it was fledged, and educated him under a linnet : the 
bird, however, by accident, heard a goldfinch aUb, and his fong 
was, therefore, a mixture of the linnet and goldfinch. 

I have tried feveral experiments, in order to obferve, from what 
circumftances birds £x upon any particular note when taken from 
the parents \ but cannot fettle this with any fort of precifion, any 
more than at what period of their recording they determine upon 
the fong to which they will adhere. 

I educated a ycung rv^ xinder a very fine nightingale; which, 
however, began already to be out of long, and was perfectly mute 
in lefs than a fortnight. 

This robin afterwards fung three parts in four nightingaky and 
' the i^ft of his fong was what the bird-catchers call rubbijby or no- 
particular note whatfoever. 

I hung this robin nearer to the nightingale than to any] other 
bird) from which firft experiment I conceived, that the fcholar 
would imitate the mafter which was at the lead diftance from h)m« 

From feveral other experiments, however, which I have fince 
tried, I find it to be very uncertain what notes the n^lings will 
moft attend to, and often their fong is a mixture ^ as in the inftance 
which I before ftated of the fparrow. 

4 I^ I muft 
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I tnuft own alfo, that I conceived, from the experiment of edu- 
cating the roiin under a nightingale, that the fcholar would fix 
upon the note which it firft heard when taken from the neft \ I 
imagined likewiie, that, if the nightingale had been filNy in fong, 
the inftrufi-ion for a fortnight would have been fufficient. - 

I have,, however, lince tried the following experiment, which 
convinces me, fo much depends upon circumftances, and perhaps 
caprice in the fcholar, that no general inference, or rule, can be 
laid down with regard to either of thefe fuppofitions. 

I educated a nettling robin under a woodlark-linnet, which was 
full in fong, and hung very near to him for a month together: 
after which, the robin was removed to another houfe, where he 
' could only hear a iky lark-linnet. The confequence was, that the 
neftling did not ling a note of woodlark (though I afterwards hung 
him again juflr above the woodlark-linnet) but adhered entirely to 
the fong of the ficylark* linnet. 

Having thus ftated the refult of feveral experiments, which^were 
chiefly intended to determine, whether birds had; any innate ideas 
of the notes, or fong, which is fuppofed to be peculiar to each 
ipecies, I Ihall now make fome general obfervations on their ling- 
ing; though perhaps the fubjcdt may appear to many a very minute . 
one. 

Every poet, indeed, fpcaks with raptures of the harmony of the 
groves ', yet thofe even, who have good mufical ears, feem to pay 
little attention to it, but as a pleafing noife. 

I am alfo convinced (though it may feem rather paradoxical), 
that the inhabitants of London diftinguilh more accurately, and 
know more on this head, than of all che other parts of the ifland 
taken together. 

This 
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This fecms to arife from two caufes. 

The firfKis, that we have not more mufical ideas which are in* 
nate, than we have of language*, and therefore thofe even, who 
4>ave the happinefs to have organs which are capable of receiving a 
gratification from this fixth fenfe (as it hath been caUed by fome) 
require, however, the beft inftruftion. 

The crcbeftra of the opera, which is conSned to the metropolis, 
hath diffufed a good ftile of playing over the other bands of the 
capital, which is^ by degrees, communicated to the fidler and bal- 
lad-finger in the ftreets ; the organs in every church, as well as 
tl^ofe of the Savoyards j contribute likewife to this improvement of 
mufical facuhies in the Londoners. 

If the finging of the ploughman in the country is therefore com- 
pared with that of the London blackguard, the fuperiority is infi- 
nitely on the fide of the latter } and the fame may be obferved in 
comparing the voice of a country girl and London houfe-maid, as it 
is very uncommon to hear the former fing tolerably in tune. 

I do not mean by this, to aiiert that the inhabitants of the coun- 
try are not born with as good mufical organs ; but only, that they 
have not the fame opportunities of learning from others, who play 
in tune themfclves. 

The other reafon for the inhabitants of London judging better 
in relation to the fong of birds, arifes from their hearing each bird 
fing diftindlly, either in their own or their neighbours ihops } as 
ftlfo from a bird continuing much longer in fong whilft in a cage, 
than when at liberty ; the caufe of which I (hall endeavour hereaf- 
ter to explain. 

They who live in the country, on the other hand, do not hear 
birds fing in their woods for above two months in the year^ when 

4 D 2 the 
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the confufion of notes prevents their attending to the fohg oTany 
particu4ar bird ; nor does he continue long enough in H place, for 
the hearer to recoUeft his notes with accuracy:. 

Belides this, birds in the fpring fing very loud indeed^ but dieyi 
only give (hort jerks, and fcarcely ever the whole compafs of their 
fong. 

For thefe reafons, I have never happened to meet with any per- 
fon, who had not refided in London, whofe judgment or opinion on 
this fubjeft 1 could the leafl: rely upon ; and a ftronger proof of 
this cannot be given, than diat moft pec^le^ who keep Canary 
birds do not know that they fing chiefly either the titlaiic, or nigfi- 
tingale notes *. 

Nothing, however, can be more marked than tht note of a 
nightingale called itsjug^ which moft of the Canary birds broti^t 
from the Tyrol commonly have, as well as feveral nightingalc/r^/tf^, 
er particular paflages in the fong of that bird. 

I mention this fuperior knowledge in the inhabitants of the capi- 
tal, becaufe I am convinced^ that, if others are confulted in rela- 

* I once faw two of thefe birds which came from Ac Camay I/atub ; neither 
of which had any fong at all ; and I have been informed^ that a (hip brought a 
great many of them not long fince» which fong as little. 

Moft of thofe Canaty birds^ which are imported from the Tyrol^ have been 
educated by parents,, the progenitor of which was inftrofted by a nightingale ; 
onr EngUjh Canary birds have commonly more of the titlark note. 

The trafick in thefe birds makes a fmall article of commerce* as four Tyrvkxt 
generally bring over to England fixtcea hundred every year ; and though they 
carry them on their backs one thoufand miles* as well as pay 20 1. duty for foch 
a number, yet, upon the whole, it anfwers to fell thefe birds at 5 s. a piece. 

The chief place for breeding Canary birds is Infpruck and its environs^ from 
whence they arc fent to Cwftantinopk^ as well as tytty part ofMurefi. 

tion 
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iion to the finging of birds^ they will only tniflead, inftead of giying 
any material or ufeful information*. 

Birds in a wild ftate do not commonly fing above ten weeks in 
the year ; which is then alfo confined to the cocka of » few fpecies ; 
I conceive, that this Ia{t circumftance arifes from the fuperior 
ftrength of the mulcles of the larynx. 

I procured a cock nigbtingsd^, a cock and hen blackbind, a 
cock and hen rook, a cock Unnet^ as aUb a cock and hen chaffinch, 
which that very eminent anatomift,. Mr. Hunter^ F. R. S. was fa 
obliging as to dt&d: for me,, and b^ged, that he would pardcu- 
larly attend to the ftate of the organs in the dt&reot biids, whkh 
might be fuppofed to contribute to finging* 

Mr. Huntir found the mufcks of the larynx tor be (tronger in 
the nightingale than in any other bird of the fame fize y and in all 
tfaofe inftances (where he diHefted both cock and hen) that the 
fame mufcles were ftronger in the cock. 

I fent the cock and hen rook> in order to fee whether there 
woqM be the fame difierence m the cock and hen of a fpecies 
which did not fing at alL Mr. HuntCTj however, told me, that 
he had not attended fo much to their comparative organs of voice, 
as in the other kinds ; but that, to the beft of his recolle&ion, there 
was no difference at alU 

Strength, however, in thefe mufcles, fcems not to be the only 
requifitc; the birds muft have alfo great plenty of food, which 
fcems to be proved fufiiciently by birds in a cage finging the great- 

' * As it will not anfWer to catch bird» with clajKnets any where but in the 
neighbourhood of Zr«»4^«^ moft of the birds which may be heard in a country 
town are neftlings, and confequently cannot fing the fupppfed natural fong in any 
perfe^on. 

ed 
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eft part of the year *, when the wild ones do not (as I obferveS 
before) continue in fong above ten weeks. 

The food of finging birds confifts of plants, infefts, or feeds, 
and of the two firft of thefc there is infinitely the greateft profufion 
in the fpring. 

As for feeds, which are to be met with only in the autumn, I 
think they cannot well find any great quantities of them in a coun- 
try fo cultivated as England is ; for the feeds in meadows are de- 
ftroyed by mowing ; in paftures, by the bite of the cattle ; and in 
arable, by the plough, when moft of them are buried too deep for 
the bird to reach them f . 

I know well that the finging of the cock-bird in the fpring is 
attributed by many j: to the motive only of pleafing its mate during 
incubation. 

They, however, who fuppofe this, Ihould recoiled, that mueh 
the greater part of birds do not fing at all : why fliould their mate 
therefore be deprived of this folace and amufement ? 

The bird in a cage, which, perhaps, fings nine or ten months 
in a year, cannot do fo from this inducement i and, on the con- 
trary, it arifes chiefly from contending with another bird, or indeed 
againft alnioft any fort of continued noife. 

* Fiih alfo which are fupplied with % conftant fucceffion of palatable food, 
continue in feafon throughout the greateft part of the year ; trouts, therefore, 
when confined in a flew and fed with minnows, are almoft at all feafons of a good 
ilavour, and are red when drelTed, 

t The plough indeed may turn up fome few feeds, which may dill be in ^an 
ratable date. 

t See, amongft others, ilf. di Buffbn^ In his lately-publiihed Ornithology. 

Superiority 
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Superiority in fong gives to birds a moft amazing afcendency 
over each other; as is well known to the bird-catchers by the faf- 
cinating power of their call-birds, which they contrive fhould moult 
prematurely for this purpofe. 

But, to (hew decifivcly that the finging of a bird in the fpring 
does not arife from any attention to ixs mate, a very experienced 
catcher of nightingales hath informed me, that'^lbme of thefe bird^ 
h^ve Jerked the inftant they were caught. He hath alfo brought to 
me a nightingale, which had been but a few hours in a cage, and 
which burft forth in a roar of foiig« 

At the fame time this bird is fo fulky on its firft confinement; 
that he muft be crammed for feven or eight days, as he will other^** 
wife not feed himfelf ; it is alfo neccfTary to tye his wings, to pre- 
vent his killing himfclf againft the top or fides of the cage. 

I believe there is no inftance of any bird's finging which exceeds 
our black bird in fize ; and poifibly this may arife from the difficult 
ty of its concealing itfelf, if it called the attention of its enemies, 
not only by bulk, but. by the proportionable loudnefs of its notes*: 

I fhould rather conceive, it is for the fame reafon that no hen* 
bird fings, becaufe this talent would be ftill more dangerous during 
incubation; which may pofllbly alfo account for the inferiority in 
point of plumages 

I (hall now confider how far the finging of birds refembles our 
known mufical intervals, which are never marked more minutely 
than to half notes ; . becaufe, though we can form every gradation 
from half-note to half-note, by drawing the finger gently over the 
ftring of a violin, or covering by degrees the hole of a flute ; yet 

* For the Tame reafon, moft large birds are wilder than the fmaller ones. 

we 
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we cannot produce fuch a minute interval at command, when a 
quarter-note for example might be required. 

Ligofij indeed, in his hiftory of Barbadots^ hath the following 
paffage : ** The next bird is of the colour of the fieldfare ; but tho 
^* head is too large for the body ; and for chat reafon fhe is called 
*' a counfcllon She performs that with her voice, which no inftru- 
"ment can play, ar voice can fing; and that is quarter-notes, her 
^* fong being con^ofed of them, and every one a note higher thaa 
« another." 

Lsgon appears, from other parts of his work, to have been mufi- 
cal \ but I Ihould doubt much whether he was quite fure of thefe 
quarter intervals, fo as to fpeak of them with precifion. 

Some paiTages of the fong in a few kinds of birds correfpond with 
the intervals of our mufical fcale (of which the cuckow is a ftriking 
and known inftance) : much the greater part, however, of fuch 
fong is not enable of mufical notations. 

This arifes from three caufes : the firft is, that the rapidity is 
often fo great, and it is alfo fo uncertain when they may ftop, that 
we cannot reduce the pafiages to form a mufical bar, in any time 
whatfoeVcr. 

The fecond 13, that the pitch of mofl: birds b confiderably fai^ier * 
than the moft (hrill notes of thofe inftruments, which contain evea 
the greateft compafs. 

*Dr. Waliis is miflakea in part of what he fuppofes to be the cafife of fiirillntfi 
In the voice, << Nam ut tubus, fie trachea longior, Sc ftridlior, fonum efficit ma^ 
^ gis acutum." Grammar, p. 3. 

The narrower the pipe is, the more fharp the pitch as he rightly obfervea ; bot 
the length of the tube hath juil the contrary effed, becaufe players on the flute 
always ialert a longer middle-piecc» when thqr want to make the inflmment mtit 
flat, 

I have 
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I have before faid, that our ideas of a voice, or inftrumentt 
being perfeftly in tune or not, arife from comparing it with the 
mufical intervals to which we are mod accuftomed. 

As the upper and lower parts of every inftrument, however, are 
but feldom ufed, we are not fo well acquainted with the intervals 
in the higheft and loweft odtaves, as we are with thofe which are 
more central ; and for this reafon the harpfichord-tuners find it more 
difiicult to tune thefe extreme parts. 

As a bird's pitch, therefore, is higher than that of ah inftru- 
ment, we are confequently at a ftill greater lofs when we attempt 
to mark their notes in mufical cbaraAers, which we can {o readily 
apply to fuch as we can diftinguifii with precifion. 

The third, however, and unfurmountable difficulty is, that the 
intervals ufed by birds are commonly fo minute, that we cannot 
judge at all of them from the more grofs intervals into which we 
divide our mufical odave. 

It fliould therefore be recoUeAed, by thofe who have contended 
that the Greeks and Romans were acquainted with fuch more minute 
intervals of the odave, that they muft infift the ancients had organs 
of fenfation, with which their degenerate pofterity are totally un^ 
provided. 

Though we cannot attain the more ddicate and imperceptible 
intervals in the fong of birds*, yet many of them are capable of 
whittling tunes with our more grofs intervals, as is well known by 
the common inftances of piping bullfinches f, and Canary birds. 

* There have been inftances indeed of perfons who could whiftle the notes of 
birds, bnt thefe are two rare to be argued from. 

t Thefe bullfinches alfo form a fmall article of commerce, and are chiefly 
brought from the neighbourhood of C^ogne. 

Vot. II. 4 E This 
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Thir, however, arifes from mere imiution of what thejr hear 
when takea early from the neft^ for if the ififtrument from which 
they learn it is out of tune, they as readily pipe the falfe, as the 
true notes of the compofition. 

The nesrt point of compariibii to be made between our mulie 
and that of birds is, whether they always fing in the fame pitch* 

This, however, I will not prefume to ahfwer with any precifion, 
for the reafon I have before fuggefted i I fliall, however^ without 
ceferve, give the beft conjedures I can form on this head. 

If a dozen fi^ng birds of difl^rent kinds are heard in the fame 
fooiOt there is. not any difagreeable diflonance (which is not pro* 
perly refolved), either to my own ear, or to that of others, whofe 
judgment on fuch a point I can more rely. 

At the fame time, as each bird is finging a dificrent fosig, it it 
extraordinary that what we call harmony (hould not be perpetually 
violated, as we experience, in what is commonly called a Dmuh 
concert, when feveral tunes are played together* 

The firft requilite to make fijch founds agteeabie to the car is^ 
that all the birds fhould fing m the fame key, which I am indoeed 
to believe that they do, from the fcJlowmg reafons. 

I have long attended to the finging of birds, but if I canooelnuNf 
cecourfe to an inftrumeot very ibon, I cannot carry the pitch of 
dieir notes in my memory, even for a very fhort time. 

I therefore delired a very experienced harpfiehord* tuner (who told 
me he could recoiled any particular note which he happened to 
hear for feveral hours), to mark down when he returned home what 
he had obfervcd on this head. . 

I had lately received an account from him of the following notes 
in different birds. 

F. natural 
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F. natural in woodkrks. 

A. natural in <x>mmon cocks* 
C. natulM in BMkm cocks. 

B. flat in a very large cock. 

C. ^ftifing to A. commonly in the cnckow. 

A. inthfuflies. 

D. in feme owls. 

B. flat in ibme odiers. 

Thefe obfervations fumifh five notes, viz. A. B. flat» C D.aad 
F. to which I can add afixth, (viz.'G.) from my own obfervati- 
ons on a nightingale which lived three years in a cage. I can aUb 
confirm thefe remarks of the harpfichcH-d-toner by having Sequent- 
ly heard from the fanoe bird C. and F. 

As one fhould fpeak of the pitch of thefe notes with feme preci- 
^n, die B. flat of the fpinnet I tried them by, was per&£Uy in 
tuwe with the great be!! of Sf. PauVs. 

The following notes, therefore, havhigbeen obferred in diflferent 
bhxls, viz. A. B. flat, C. D. F. and G. the E. is only wanting to 
complete the fcale ; the fix t>ther notes, however, afford fuflioient 
data for making fome conjeftures, at leafl:, widi regard to the key- 
in which birds may be fuppofed to fing, as thefe intervals can only 
be found in the key of F. with a fliarp third, or that of G. with a 
flat third. 

I mufl: own, I Ihould rather fuppofe it to be the latter, and fbr 
the following reafons. 

Lucretius fays (and perhaps the conjefture is not only ingenkms 
but well founded) that the firft mufical notes were learned from 
binds: 

+ E a "At 
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^^ At liquidas avium voces imitarier ore 

'^ Ante fuit multo, quaoi Isevia carmina cantu 

'^ Concelebrare homines poflent, cantuquejuvam/' 

Now, of all the mulical tones which can be diftinguiflied in 
birds, thofe of the cuckow have been moft attended to, which 
form a flat third, not only by the obfervations of die harpfichord 
tuner I have before mentioned, but likewife by thofe of £rrr^^, 
in his Mufurgia. 

I know well that there have been fome late compofitions, which 
introduce the cuckow notes in a fliarp third; thefe compofers, 
however, did not trouble themfelves with accuracy in imitating 
thefe notes, and it anfwered their purpofe fufficientiy, if there was 
a general refemblance. 

Another proof of our mufical intervals being originally borrowed 
from the fong of birds, arifes from moft compofitions being in a 
flat third, where mufic is fimple, and confifts merely of melody. 

The oldeft tune I happen to have heard is a lVelfi> one, called 
Moroa Riydland^j which is compofed in a flat third; and if the 
mufic of the Turks and Cbinefe is examined in Du Halde and Dr. 
Sbaw^ half of the airs are alfo in the minor third* 

The mufic of two centuries ago is likewife often in a flat third, 
though ninety- nine compofitions out of a hundred are now in the 
Ihafp third. 

The reafon, however, of this alteration feems to be very clear : 
the flat third is plaintive, and confequently adapted to fimple 

* Or RbydhmdMarpf where the Welfi received a great defeat ; RfydLmdis in 
Flintftfire,. We find alfo, by the Orpbius Britanmcui, that evea fo late as the 
time otFturcil, two parts ia three of his compofitioiis are in the flat third. 

movements. 
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tnovements, fuch as may be cxpeAed in countries where mufic 
liath not been long cultivate^. 

There is on the other hand a moft ftriking brilliancy in the fliarp 
third, which is therefore proper for the amazing improvements in 
execution, which both fingers and players have arrived at within 
the laft fifty years* 

When CorellPs mufic was firft publilhed, our ablefi: violinifts 
conceived that it was too difficult to be performed ; it is now, how- 
ever, the firft compoGtion which is attempted by a fcholan Every 
year alfo now produces greater and greater prodigies upon other 
infl:ruments, in point of execution. 

I have before obferved, that by attending to a nightingale, as 
well as a roMn which was educated under him, I always found that 
the notes reducible to our intervals of the oftave weiie precifely the 
fame^ which is another proof that birds fing always in the fame 
key. 

In this drcumftance, they difier much from the human finger ; 
becaufe they who are not able to fing from the notes, often begin 
a fong either above or below the compafs of their voice, which they 
are not therefore able to go through with. As birds, however, 
form the fame paflages with the fame notes, at all times, this mif* 
take of the pitch can never happen in them. 

Few fingers again can continue their own part, whilfl: the fame 
paflages are fung by another in a different key ; or if other paflages 
are played, though they may agree both in harmony and time. 

As birds however adhere fo ftedfaftly to the fame precife notes in 
the fame paflages, though they never trouble themfelves about 
what is called ftme or harmony in mufic ; it fdlows that a compo- 
iition may be formed for two pipipg bulfinches^ in two parts, fo as 

to 
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to conftitutse trae haitnooy, thoi^ cidier of tbc buds miqr imppcn 
to begin, or ftop, when they pleafe. • 

I have therefore pnxrured fuch an iagenioin compofidon, by a 
very able mufician*, which I (end herewith^ and it need fcarcdy 
be obferved, that thetie cannot pofliUy be much variety in the put 
of the fecond bulfinch. See Tak. XI. in the Pbibfifincai TranfiK^ 
tkns, VifLlXm. 

Though feveral birds have grbat mufical powers, yet they icem 
to have no delicacy of fenfations, as the human finger hath ; and 
therefore the very beft of tfrm cann(^ be uught to eacceed the in- 
fipidity of the upper part of the flute ftop of an orgm f, which 
hath not the nKxlern improv«n«nt oizfivdL 

They are eafily hnpofed upon by that moft imperfeft of all m- 
ftruments, a 4ird'CaUy which they often miftake for the notes of 
their own fpecies. 

I have before obferved, that perhaps no bird may be faid to fing 
which is lafiger than a blackbird, 'though nuny of them aic taii^ht 
to fpe^ : the fmaller birds, however, have this power of iolita- 
tton ; tfaofugh perhaps the larger ones have tiot organs which may 
enable them, on the other hand, to fing. 

We have tkc fbllowiag inftances of birds being taught to fpesdt, 
in the time of the Greeks and Rmans^ upon which we never try 

* Mr. ZeiJler, who plays the vidiaceUb at CdVint Gardm theatre. 

t Lord BacM mentions^ that in the inibument called a r^pdi (whkh a Ipeciai 
of pertriile organ) ttiere was a nigbtrngah Aop^ in which water was nude afe of 
to praduce the ftronger imitacton of this bird's tone. See Cent. U. exper. 17a. 
Thoi^h this Inftriuiieat^ fs well as its rngbtimgale Stopt is now difufed, I have 
procured an organ pipe to be iminerfed partly in water, which, when blown into, 
hath produced a tone very fimilar to diat of birds, 

the 
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the fame experiment; Mafdms addreflfes aightingales and fwallows 
which were thus inftruded : 

Mo/cbi id^j. in. 

PUtff mentions both a cock^ thruih^ and nightingales, which 
articulated*: 

«« Habebanc &: C^rfam ju?enes /MnJbfpf , item kfiimMS Grasco 
^^ atque Latino fermone dociles, prasterea meditantes in diem, &: 
« aflidue nova loquentes longiore etiam contextu.** 

Statins alfo takes notice of fome birds fpeaking, which we never 
attempt to teach ia this manner t 

^^ Hue dofUe ftipentur aves, queis nobile fandi 
<^ Jus natura dedit, plangat Fhoebeius ales, 
<< Auditafque memor penitus demittere voces 
^^ Sturnus, & Jmo verfe ceruniine picas ^ 
<< Q^ue refert jungeos iterau vocabula perdix, 
^ Et quas Biftonio queritur foror orba cubili:|:.'* 

Stat. Syh. lib. ii. eel 4. 
As 

* Lib. X. c. 21 & 4a. 

f Ibid. The other turJus belonged to the Bmprefs Jgrippima* 
X Amongft the five hinU mentioned in thefe lines of SuuiMs, there are foor 
which are never tangfit to fpeak at prefent, viz. the cock, the nightingale, the 
common, and the re J legged partridgi. 

At 
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As we find, from thefe citations, that fo many diSerent forts of 
birds have learned to fpeak, and as I have fhewn that a fparrow 
may be taught to fing the linnet's note, I fcarcely know what ^* 

cies 

As I Aippofe, howei«r, titxsxpirdix fignifies this laft bird» and not the Gommon 
partridge (as it is always tranflated), it is proper I flioald here give my reafons 
why I difle&t from others, as alfo why I conceive that/«r/Mi#» in this pafbge, is 
not zftarling^ but the common partridge. 

None of the ancients have deicribed the plamage of the perMx ; but AriftetU^ 
0*vidf and PZrVpr, inform ns of what materials the neft of this bird is compofed^ 
as well as where it is placed. 

Arift9tU fays, that the neft is fartiJUd with woai* ; and in another chapter f, 
witli tifoms and tuooJ; neither of which are ufed by the common partridge, which 
often builds in a country where they cannot be procured. 

On the contrary, M, de Buffon informs us, that the red legged partridge, '* ie 
tiennent fur les montagnes qui prodnifent beaucoup de bruyeres, & de faroflaiU 
lest. 

(hfid, therefore, /peaking of the /^fi^x, (ays, 

•* — — ponitque in fepibus ova §,'* 

where the common partridge is (eldom known to build. 

Pliny again informs us, ^* perdices (pin&&frutice fie muninnt receptaculum, nt 

• EflnjM7«fo/wai i/Xw. Lib. v. c. i. Which Stepbm renders making a cwimgtf 



t Lib. IX. c. S. The common partridge, however, mikes its neft with bay and ftraw. 
t Om. T. n. p. 433. 

% Ovid. Mtt. Lib. Vin. I. 458. I ihall alfo refer to 1. 137, of the fame book : 
*' Garrula ramofa profpexit ab iliee perdix : " 
at it 18 well known that tbe commoD partridge never perches upon a tree. 



<' contra 
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cies to fix upon, that may be confidered as incapable of fuch imita- 
tions ; for it is very clear, from feveral experiments before ftaced, 

that 

** contra feras abande valentur * *% as alfo in the 5 2d chapter of hu tenth book, 
that the perdix lays white eggs, which is not true of the comniOQ partridge. 

But there are not wanting other proofs of the conjedure I have here made. 

Jrifiotle fpeaking of this fame bird^ fays^ Tm fiBv Trepi^Muv, u HOMMcfiiiwvf^ oi 

Now, the wordy KoootaSi^Hat is clearly formed from the calioi the bird alluded 
to> which does not at all refembie that of the common partridge. 

Thus alfo the author of the Elegy on the Nightingak, who is Juppofcd hf 
ibme to be OvU^ hath the following line : 

'* Caccahat hinc perdix, hinc gratitat improbus anfer.'^ 

to that the call of the bird muft have had fomething vtry particular, and have 
anfwered nearly, to the words KaxMaSt^ti and caccahat. 

I find, indeed, that M. de Buffon contends { that the 9re^3(| of Ariftotk does not 
mean the common partridge, but the bartavel, with regard to which, I (hall not 
enter into any difcuifion, but only obferve, that moil of his references are inac- 
curate, and that he entirely miAakes the materials of which the neil is compoied| 
according to Ariftotk^ s fixth book, and firft chapter. 

But the ftrongeft proof that /fr^> fignifies the red legged partridge is, that the 
lialtoKs to this day call this bird //f«iV#, and the common (ort Jfanta^, 

This alfo now brings me to the proofs, ofjhtmuj in this paflagt of Statiut fig- 
mfyingHtit common partridge^ and not the flar ling ^ which I mufl admit are not Ui 
ftrong as with regard to the import of the word perdix^ If my argoments are 
not therefore fo convincing on this head, the number of birds taught to (peak by 
the Romans f and not by us, muft be reduced to three, as the ftarltbg is frequent* 
ly learned to talk in the preient times. 

As I cannot argue from the defcription of the habits of they?«r»«/, or the ma- 
terials of its neft, as in the former inilance, I mufl reft my conjedure (foeh as it 

• Lib. X. c. 33. f Lib. IV. c. 9. } Om. T. n. p. 4as. f Sec Olina^ 

4F i.) 
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that the utmoft endeavours will not be wanting in the bird, if he it 
endowed with the proper organs. 

It can therefore only be fettled by educating a bird, under pro- 
per circumftances, whether he is thus qualified or not ; for if one 
was only to determine this point by conje&ure, one (hould fuppofe 
that a fparrow would not imitate the fong of the linnet, nor that a 
nightingale or partridge could be taught to fpeak. 

And here it may not be improper to explain what I mean by 
birds learning to imitate the notes of others, or the human fpeech. 

If the birds differ little in fhape or fize (particularly of the 
beak*) the imitation is commonly fo ftrong, that 

*^ Mire fagaces falleret hofpites 

•* Difcrimen obfcurunu". Horat* 

for, 

is) on the two birds, almoft following each other in thefe lines of SfatiMj; on the 
common partridge being called ^^nvii to this day by the Italiams, and npon the 
Romans having had otherwife no name for our partridge (which is a veiy common 
bird in Italy)f ifjbtmus is fuppofed to £gnify only 2^ftarUng^ 

* It feems vtty obvious why the form and fize of the beak may be material r 
bat I have alfo obierved, that the colour of a bird's bill changes, when in or out 
of fong ; and I am informed^ that a cock fcldom crows much, but when his 
comb is red. 

When moft of the finch tribe are coming into fong, there is fuch a gradual 
change in the colour of their bill ; thus, thofe of the chaffinch and linnet are then 
of a very deep blue, which fades away again, when the bird ceafes to be in fong. 

This particular fhould be attended to by the ornithologift, in his defcription ; 
becanfe, otherwife, he fuppofes the colour of the bill to be permanent, which is 
by no means fo. 

This alteration, however, rather feems to be the fymptom than the caufe of a 
bird's coming into fong, or otherwife, and I have never attended to thiadrcum- 

fiance 
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for, in fuch inftances» the paflages are not only the ikme, but the 
tone. 

Such was the event of the experiment I have befofe mentioned 
of the linnet educated under a vengolina. 

In my experiment, however, of teaching the fparrow the notes 
of the linnet, though the fcholar imitated the paflages of its matter, 
yet the tone of the (parrow had by no means the mellownefs of the 
original. 

The imitation might therefore be, in fome meafure, compared 
to the ringing of an opera fong by a black-guard, when, though 
the notes may be precifely the fame, yet the manner and tone would 
differ very much. 

Thus alfo the linnet, which I heard repeat the words pretty iffjh 
did not articulate like z parrot^ though, at the fame time, the words 
might be clearly diftinguifhed. 

ftance in the foft Ulled Urds fafficiently, to fay whether it holds al^o with regard 
to them. 

A very intelligent bird-catcher> hcfwever^ was able to prognofticate, for thfee 
winters together, when a nightingale, which I kept fo long, was coming into 
fong (though there was no change in the colour of the bill), by the dung's being 
intermixed with large bloody fpots, which before was only of a dead white. 

This fame bird-catcher was alfo ^try (bccefsful in his prefcri^tiohs for fick 
birds, with regard to the ingredients of which he was ind^d very myfterious. 

He faid, that as he could not feel their pulfe, the drcumibnces wUch he 
chiefly attended to were their Weight, as well as both the confifteAoe and colour 
of their dung. 

He always frankly faid what he expeded from his prefcriptions, and that if fuch 
and fbch changes did not foon take place, the cafe was defperate. He fiequent» 
ly alfo refufed to prefcribe, if the bird felt too light in the hand, or he thought 
tJiat there was not fuffident time to bring about an alteration in the dung* 

2 F 4 The 
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Tfae educatioa I hare therefore been fpealdng of wiU noe give 
new organs of voice to a bird, and the inftrument itfclf will not 
vary, though the notes or paffages may be altered alinoft at plea- 
fure. 

I tried once an experiment, which might indeed have poffibly 
made fome adfieratnn in the tone of a bird, {torn what it might have 
been when the animal was at its foil growth, bj procuring an ope- 
rator who caponifcd a young blackbird of about fix weeks oM -, as 
it died, however, foon afterwards, and I have never repeated the 
eiqxnmefKt, I can only coniedure with regard to what m^fat have 
been the ooniiequences of it. 

Both * Pliny and the London poulterers agree that a capon does 
not craw, whkh I Aouki conceive to ariie fnMxi the mufdes of the 
larynx never acquiring the proper degree of ftnength, which ieems 
to be requifite to the finging of a bird, from Mr. HmOn^s difle£ti« 
ons. 

But it will perhaps be a&ed, why this qperation Ifaouki not im- 
prove the notes of a neftling, as much as it is fuppoled to comri- 
buee to the greaiscr perfeftion of the human voice. 

To this I anfwcr, that calbation by no means infures any fuch 
confequencc; for the voices of much the greater part of JDalian eu- 
nuchs are fo indifferent, that they have no means of procaring a 
livelihood but by copying mufic, and this is one of the reaibiis 
why fo few compofitions are puWiflied in liafy^ as it wouH ftarve 
this refufe of fociety. 

But it may be faid, that there hath been a FarinelU and a Man- 
zoS, whofc voices were fo diftinguifliedly fupcrior. 

Lib. X. c If. 

To 
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To this I again anfwer, that the catalogue of fuch names would 
be a very Ihort one 5 and that we attribute thofe effi?fts to caftrati- 
on, which fhould rather be afcribed to the education of thefe ling- 
ers. 

Caftration cowmonly leaves the human voice at the fanie pitch 
as when the operation is perfbrmejd ; but the eunuch* from that 
time, is educated with a view 00I7 to his future appearance on the 
opera ftage ; he therefore manages his voice to greater advantage, 
than thofe who have not ib early and conftant inftr u&ion. 

Coniidering the fize of nany finging birds, tt ia rather amazing 
at what a diftance their notes may be heard. 

I tbiak I may venture to fay* that a nighdng^le may be very 
clearly diflinguiibed at mope than half a mile*, if the evening is 
calm. I have alfo obferved the breath of a roHn (which exerted 
itfelf ) fo condenfed in a frofty morning, as to be very vifible. 

To make the comparifon, however, with accuracy, between the 
loudnefs of a bird's and the human voice, a perfon Ihould be fenit 
to the fpot from whence the bird is heard ; I fhould rather conceive 
that, upon fuch trial, the nightingale would be diftinguilhed further 
than the man. 

It muft have ftruck every one, that, in pafling under a houfe 
where the windows ue fliut, the fining of a bird is eafily beard, 
when, at the £une time, a cooverfation cannot be fb^ though an 
animated one. 

Moft people, who have not attended to the notes of birds, fup- 
pofe that thofe of every fpecies. fing exa£Uy the fame notes and 

* Monf. de Sufoa (ays, that the quadruped which he terms the buariml may 
be heard at the diltance of a league. Omitk Tm. h 

paflages 
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paflTages, which is by no means true, though it is admitted that 
there is a general refemblance. 

Thus the London bird-catchers prefer the fong of the Kentijb 
goldfinches, but EJfex chaffinches ; and when they fell the bird to 
thofe who can thus diftinguifli, inform the buyer that it hath fuch 
a note, which is very well underftood between them^. 

Some of the nightingale fanciers alfo prefer z Surry bird to thofe 
ofMddlefexf. 

Theie difierences in the fong of birds of the fame fpecies cannot 
perhaps be compared to any thing more appofite, than the varieties 
of provincial dialefts. 

The nightingale feems to have been fixed upon, altnoft uni^r- 
£dly, as the moft capital of fihging birds, which fuperiority it cer- 



* Thefe are the names which they give to ibme of the nightingale's notes : 
Sweet, Sweet Jug, Jug/weet, Water bubble. Pipe rattle. Bell pipe, Scroty, Skeg, 
Skeg, Skeg, Swat fwatjwatj. Whitlow whitlow whitlow^ from (bme diilant afi* 
nlty to fuch words. 

t Mr. HinfiMw informs as, that nightingales in betmati are not heard till 
May, and that their notes are not fo fweet or varions as with us. Dr. Birch^t 
Hiftory of the Royal Society, Vol. III. p. 189. Whilft Mr. Fletcher (who was 
miniller from Q^ Eliisabeth to RuJ^) fays, that the nightingales in that part of 
Che world have • finer note than oun. See Fletcher*^9 Life» in the Biogn^Mei 
Britofimcam 

I never conld believe what is commonly aflerted, that the Czar Peter was at a 
confiderable expence to introduce finging birds near Petetjburgh ; becaufe it ap«> 
pears, by the FauHa Suecica, that they have in thofe latitudes moil of the fame 
birds with thofe of EngUmel^ 

tainlf 
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tainly may boldly challenge : one reafon, however, of this birdrs 
being more attended to than others is, that it fings in the night*. 

Hence Sbakefpeare fays,. 

** The nightingale, if (he Ihould fing by day, 

*^ When every goofe is cackling, would be thought 

^^ No better a mufician than the wren/* 

The fong of this bird hath been defcribed, and expatiated upon^ 
by ieveral writers, particularly Ptitr/ and Strada. 

As I muft own, however, that I cannot affix any precife ideas ta^ 
either of thefe celebrated defcriptions, and as I once kept a very 
fine bird of this fort for three years, with very particular attention 
to its fongv I Ihall endeavour to do it the belt juftice I am capable 
of. 

In the firft place, its tone is infinitely more mellow than that of 
any other bird, though, at the fame time, by a proper exertion of 
its mufical powers, it can be excefilvely brilliant. 

*When this hixAfang its fing rounds in its whole compafs, I have 
obferved fixteen different beginnings and clofes, at the fame time 
that the intermediate notes were commonly varied in their fuccelfion 
with fuch judgment, as^ to produce a moft pleafing variety. 

The bird which approaches neareft to the excellence of the night- 
ingale, in this refpe^ is the ikylark; but then the tone is infinitely 

* The woodlark and reedfparrew £og likewife in the night ; and from hence^ 
in the neighbourhood of Sbnwfiury^ the latter hath obtained the name of th^ 
willow-nightingale. Nightingales, however, and thefe two other birds, iing 
alfo in the day, bat are not then diftinguifhed in the general concert. 

inferior 
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inferior in point of mellownefs : mofl: other finging birds have not 
above four or five changes. 

The next point of fuperiority in a nightingale is its continuance 
of fong, without a paufe, which I have obferved fometimes not to 
be lefs than twenty feconds. Whenever refpiration, however, be- 
came neceflfary, it was taken with as much judgment as by an opera 
finger. 

The fkylark again, in this particular, is only fecond to the night- 
ingale *. And 

* I fhall here infert a table, by which the comparative merit of the ifr<V(/(& 
'inging birds may be examined, the idea of which I have borrowed from Mm/, dt 
Piles, in his Courj dt Peimun p^r Primcipis. I ihall not be fmrprized, however, 
if, as he fuggefts, many may difiigree with me aboat particular birds, as he fap« 
pofes they will do with him» concerning the merits of painters. 

As I have five columns inftead of the fonr which ilf. dt Pilts ufes, I malce 20 
the point of abfoluteperfedion, inftead of 16, which is his ftandard. 



Mellow- 
ndsof 
tone. 



Nightingale . - . - 

Skylark 

Woodlark 

Titlark 

Linnet •..-.. 

Goldfinch 

Chaffinch 

Greenfinch . - - . . 
Hedge^fparrow - - - - 
Aberdavme (or Sifkin) 

Redpoll 

Thrufli 

Blackbird 

Robin ..--.- 

Wren 

Reed-fparrow - - . - 

Black-cap, or the Norfolk 

Mock nightingale * - - 
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12 
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12 
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12 

8 
6 
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4 

2 
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4 
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And here I muft again repeat, that what I defcribe is from a 
caged nightingale, becaufe thofe which we hear in the Ipring are fo 
rank, that they feldom fing any thing but fhort and loud jerks, 
which confequehtly cannot be compared to the notes of a caged 
bird, as the inftrument is overftrained. 

I muft alfo here obferve, that my nightingale was a very capital 
bird ; for fome of them are fo vaftly inferior, that the bird-fanciers 
will not k^p them, branding them with the name of Frenchmen^. 

But it is not only in tone and variety that the nightingale excells ; 
t!ie bird alfo iings (if I may foexprefs myfelf) with fuperior Judge- 
ment and tafte. 

I have therefore commonly obferved, that my nightingale began 
foftly like the ancient orators ; referving its breath to fwell certain 

I4iave made tio meikitioa of the bulfinch in this table, whith is commonly con- 
£dered as a iinging bird ; becaafe its wild note, without inKh-udions, is a moft 
jarring and difagreeable noife. 

I have likewife omitted * the redftart (which is called by the French Rojtgnol 
ie MuraiUeJ, as I am not fafficiently acquainted with its fong, though it is ad- 
mitted by many $ I (hould rather conceive, however, with Zinaani, that there is 
no very extraordinary merit in the notes. 

The Lwdm bird-catchers alfo fell fometimes the yellow hammer, twite and 
brambling f as iinging birds ; but none of thefe will come within my definition 
of what may be deemed fo. 

^ U cvlo ranzo e un ucoUo, (per qwanto dlcono) molto cuioro, ma lo tale non lo illmow 
Delle uova e del i^di, p. 53. 

f Tbey call this bird a han. 

X One fhottld fuppofe from this, that the nightingale-catcher bad heard much 
of thel^rench mufic ; which is poffibly the cafe, as fome of them live in Spittal- 
ficlds. 

Vol* II. 4 G that 
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notes, which by this means had a mod: aftoni(hing efieft» and 
which eludes all verbal defcriptioo. 

I have indeed taken down certain paiiages. which may be reduced 
to our mufical intervals v but though by thefe means one may foro^ 
an idea of fome of the notes ufed, yet it is impofiible to give their 
comparative durations in point of mufical time, upon which the 
whole efieft muft depend. 

I once procured a very capital player on the flute to execute the 
notes which Kircber hath engraved in. his Mufurgia^ as being ufed 
by the nightingale ; when, from want of not being able to fettle 
their refpedive lengths, it was impofllble to obferve any traces al- 
moft of the nightingale's fong. 

It may not be improper here to confider, whether the nightingale 
may not have a very formidable competitor in the American mock- 
ing-bird * ; though almoft all travellers agree, that the concert in 
the European woods is fuperior to that of the other parts of the 
globe f . 

As birds are now annually imported in great numbers from J^a^ 
Africa^ and America^ I have frequently attended to their notes^ 
both fingly and in concert, which are certainly not to be compared 
to thofeof £tfr^^. 

Tbomfon^ the poet, (whofe obfervations in natural hiftory are 
much to be depended upon) makes this fuperiority in the European 
birds to be a fort of compenfation for their great inferiority in point 

• * Turdtts Amiricanus minor canorus. Ray^i Syn, It is called by the Indians^. 
CantlatoUii which is faid to figaify four hundred tongues. See alfo Catefty. 

t Sec Rochefort's Hift. des Antilles, T. I. p! ^66— Ph. Tr. Abr. VoL IlL 
p. 563»— and Catciby* 

of 
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of gaudy plumage. Our gold€nch| however, joins to a "Snry bril- 
4ianC and pleafing fong, a moft beautiful variety of colours in its 
feathers *, as well as a moft elegant fhape. 

It muft be admitted, that foreign birds, when brought to Europe^ 
are often heard to a great difadvantage ; as many of them, from 
their great tamenefs, have certainly 4)een brought up by hand, the 
confequence of which I have already ftated from feveral experiments. 
The idft-billed birds alfo cannot be well brought over, as the ftic^ 
xedaneum for infefbs (their common food) is frefh meat, and parti- 
cularly the hearts of animals. 

I have happened, however, to hear the American mocking-bird 
in great perfedion at Mejf. Vogli% and Scotf%^ in Lwe-Lane^ Eqfi* 
tbeap. 

This bird is believed to be fttU living, and hath been in England 
thefe fix years. During the fpace of a minute, he imitated the 
woodlark, chaffinch, blackbird, thrulh, and fparrow. I was told 
alfo, that he would bark like a dog; io that the bird fcems to have 
no choice in his imitations, though his pipe comes neareft to out 
nightingale of any bird I have yet met with. 

With regard to the original notes, . however, of this bird, we 
are dill at a lofs \ as this can only be known by thofe who are ac« 
curately acquainted with the fong of the other American birds. 

* I cannot but think, that there would be a demand for thefe birds in Chindy 
las the inhabitants are verjr Tedentary, and bird cages are commonly reprefented 
as hanging in their rooms. I have been informed, by a Tjrgltxi, that his beft 
market for Canary birds was Couftantinopli. 

4 G a KaM 
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Kalm indeed informs us, that the natural fong is excellent ^^ 
but this traveller feems not to have been long enough in America 
to have di(lingui(hed what were the genuine notes : with w, mi- 
mics do not often fucceed but in imitations. 

I have little doubt, however, but that this bird would be fully 
equal to the fong of the nightiagale in its whole compafs v but then, 
from the attention which the mocker pays to any other fort of difa-. 
greeable noifes, thefe capital notes would be always debaled by a 
bad mixture. 

We have one mocking bird in Englandj which is the ikylark ; 
as, contrary to a general obfervation I have before made, this bird 
will catch the note of any other which hangs near it ; even after the 
ikylark note infixed. For this reafon, the bird-fanciers often place 
the &ylark next one which hath not been long caught,, in order, 
as they term it, to keep the caged ikylark beneft. 

The queilion, indeed, may be aiked, why the wild ikylark, 
with thefe powers of imitation, ever adheres to the parental notes ; 
but it muil be recollected, that a bird when at liberty is for ever 
Ihifting its place, and confequently does not hear the fame notes 
eternally repeated, as when it hangs in a cage near another. In a 
wild ilate therefore the ikylark adheres to the parental notes ; be- 
caufe the parent cock attends the young ones, and is heard by them 
for fo confiderable a time, during which, they pay np regard to 
the fong of any other bird. 

I am aware alfo, that it may be alked, how birds originally 
came by the notes which arc peculiar to each fpecies. My anfwer, 
however, to this is, that the origin of the notes of birds, together 

• Vol. I. p. 219. 

with 
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with its gradual progrefs, is as difficult to be traced, as that of the 
difFerent languages in nations. 

The lofs of the parent-cock at the critical time for inftruftion 
hath undoubtedly produced thofe varieties, which I have bfefore 
obferved are in the fong of each fpecies ; becaufe then the neftling 
hath either attended to the fong of fome other birds ^ or perhaps, 
invented fome new notes of its own, which are afterwards perpetu- 
ated from generation to generation, till fimilar accidents produce 
other alterations. The organs of fome birds alio are probably fo> 
defedive, that they cannot imitate properly the parental notes, as ' 
fome men can never articulate as they fhould do. Such defe£ts 
in the* parent bird muft again occafion varieties,, becaufe thefe de- 
feds will be continued to their defcendants, who (as I before have 
proved) will only attend to the parental fong. Some of thefe de-^ 
fcendants alfo may have imperfeft organs -» which will again multi-- 
ply varieties in the fong. 

The truth is, as I have already obferved, that (carcely any two 
birds of the fame fpecies have exa&ly the fame notes, if any are ac- 
curately attended to, though there is a general refemblance. 

Thus mod people fee no difference between one fheep and ano- 
ther, when a large flock is before them. The fhepherd, however, 
knows each of them, and can fwear to them, if they are loft^ as 
can the Lincoln/hire gofherd to each goofe. 

As I now draw towards a conclufion of both my experiments and 
obfervations on the fmging of birds; it may be poflibly aiked, 
y^hat ufe refults either from the trouble or expence which they have 
coft me } both of which I admit to have been confiderable. 

I will readily own, chat no very important advantages can be de- 
rived from them % and yet I fhall not decline fuggefting what little 

profit 
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profit they may poflibly be of, though at beft they (hould rather 
be confidered as what Lord Bacon terms, experiments of UgU^ than 
of fruit. 

In the firft place, there is no better method of inveftlgating the 
human faculties, than by a companion with thofe of animals; pro- 
vided we make it without a moft ungrateful wiih of lowering our- 
felves, in that diftinguifhed fituation in which we are placed. 

Thus we are referred to the ant for an example of induftry and 
forefight, becaufe ic provides a magazine of food for the winter, 
when this animal is in a ftate of torpidity during that feafon ; nor 
are we lefs willing to fuppofe the fong of birds to be fuperior to our 
own mufical powers. 

The notes of many birds are certainly very pleafmg, but by no 
means (land in competition either with the human voice or our 
worft mufical inftruments ; nor only from want of the ftriking ef*- 
fefts of harmony in many excellent compofitions ; but becaufe^ 
even when compared to our fimple melody, cxpreflion is wanting *, 
without which mufic is fo languid and inanimate* 

But to return to the ufcs (fuch as they are) which may arife 
from attending to the fong of birds, or from the experiments which 
I have given an account of. 

The firft of thefe is too much neglefted by the naturalift \ for, 
if the bird is not caught, the only means often by which either the 
fex or the fpecies can be determined is the fong. For example, if 
Monf Adanfon had informed us whether the European fwallows, 
which he conceived were to be feen during the winter at Senegal^ 

* The nightingalei indeed, is perhaps an exoeption to this general ohrerra-* 
don I 

had 



APPENDIX. 599 

had the fame notes with thofe of Europe^ it would have been going 
one ftep further in proof of the fa£ts which he and others fo much 
rely upon. 

Thele experiments, however, may be faid to be ufeful to all 
thofe who happen to be pleafed with finging birds; becaufe it is 
clear, that, by educating a bird under feveral forts, we may often 
make fuch a mixture, as to improve the notes which they would 
have learned in a wild ftate. 

It refutes alfo from thjc experiment of the linnet being educated 
under the VengoUnaj that we may introduce the notes of Aftaj 
Africa^ and America^ into our own woods ; becaufe, if that linnet 
had been fet at liberty % the neftlings of the next feafon would 
have adhered to the VengoUna fong, who would again tranfmit it 
to their defcendants. 

But we may not only improve the notes of birds, by a happy 
mixture, or introduce thofe which were never before heard in Greats 
Britain \ we may alfo improve the inftrument with which the 
paiTages are executed. 

If, for example, any one is particularly fond of what is called 
the fong of the Canary bird, it would anfwer well to any fuch per- 
fon, if a neftling linnet was brought up under a Canary bird, be- 
caufe the notes would be the fame, but the inftrument ^hich ex* 
ccutes them would be improved. 

* I know welly that it is commonly fuppofed, if you fet a caged bird at liberty, 
it will neither be able to feed itfelf> nor otherwife live long, on account of its 
being perfecuted by the wild ones. There is no foundation, however, for this 
notion ; and I take it to arife from its afibrding an excafe for continuing to keep 
diefe birds in confinement. 4 

Wc 
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We learn alio, from thefe experiments, that nothing is to be 
^expefted from a neftling brought up by hand, if he does not receive 
the proper inftruftion from the parent cock : much trouble and 
fome coft is therefore thrown away by many perfons in endeavour- 
ing to rear neftling nightingales, which, when they are brought up 
and fed at a very confiderable expence^ have no fong which is worth 
attending to. 

If a woodlark, or fkylark, was educated, however, under a night- 
ingale, it follows that this charge (which amounts to a (hilling per 
week *) might be in a great meafure faved, as well as the trouble 
of chopping frefli meat every day. 

A nightingale^ again, when kept in a cage, does not live often 
more than a year or two j nor does he fing more than three or four 
months ; whereas the fcholar pitched upon may not only be more 
vivacious, but will continue in fong nine months out of the twelve. 

I fear, however, that I have already dwelt too much upon thefe 
very minute and trifling advantages which may refult from my 
experiments and obfervations^ I fhall therefore no longer defer fub- 
fcribing myfclf. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful. 

Humble Servant, 

Daines Barrington^ 

* X)iina fpeaks of a pafte wkich is ufed in Italy for nightingales ; but I cannot 
£nd ihat it ever anfwera with us ; perhaps, they bring their nightingales up by 
handy and fo accoftom them from their £arlieil infancy to fuch food. 
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No. VI. 
Op the migration of BRITISH BIRDS. 



^am muka ghmerantur eeues ! uhi frigidus annus 
Trans pontum /ugaty et ttrris tmtmttit africis. 



THE miration of birds, is a fubjed of fb curious a nature^ 
that every one who auempts to write the natural hiftory of 
aoimalst ought lo look upon it as an efjential part of his inquiriea^ 
and at the fame lime fliould endeavour to afligo the caufe why fome 
birds prefer ceruin places for their fttmrner, others for their winter 
refidence* 

To be qualified for this talk, it is necefiary that the inquher 
fliould confine hhnfelf to one certain traft the whole yeari he 
fliould be diligent in ob&rmg the arrival, and the difappearance 
of birds > he fliould commit every obiervation to paper, and com- 
pare them with the remarks of correfpondents, on the fame fubjeA, 
that lie on every fide of him. He fliould attend likewife to the 
weather; and to the plenty or failure of fruits and berries; as on 
thefe accidents many curious remarks may be founded. He fliould 

Vol. XL 4 H cultivate 
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cultivate an acquaintance with the gentlemen of the navy, and 
other fea-faring people ; he fhould confult their Journals, to difco- 
ver what birds light on their fhips, at what feafons, in what lati- 
tudes, and in what weather, and from what points ; and thus trace 
them in their very courfe. 

A comparative view of the writings of thofe who Ihould embrace 
this part of natural hiftory, would throw great light on the fubjeft. 
But it is to be lamented, that none, except two northern natural- 
ifts, Mr. Klein and Mr. Ekmarck, have profcfledly treated on this 
point. The fouthern parts of EuropCj which may be fuppofed co 
receive, during winter, many of our land birds, have as yet pro- 
duced tiofaunift to afiift the inquiries of the naturalifts, which muft 
account for the imperfeA knowledge we have of the retreat of ma- 
ny of our birds. 

We muft not omit, however, our acknowledgements to two e- 
minent pens that have treated this fubjed as far as it related to 
rural oeconomy ; and, in fuch a manner, as does honour to their re- 
i^eftive countries ; we mean Mr. Alex. Mai. Berger and Mr. Stil- 
Bngfleet : whom we fliould not mention a fecond time *, but tocon- 
fefs the aid we here receive from their faithful attention to the fub- 
je£t in queftion. 

We wiih that any thing we could fay, would induce others of 
our countrymen to follow their example : they need not fear that 
the matter is exhaufted, for every county will furnifii new obfer- 
vations ; each of which, when compared, will ferve to ftrengthen 
and confirm the other. Such an amufement is worthy of every one, 
beneath none \ but would become no order of men better than our 

• FUe Preface. 

clergy. 
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clergy, as they are (or ought to be) the beft qualified, and the 
mod ftadonary part of the community ; and, as this is a mixed 
fpecies of ftudy (when confidered as phyfico-theology) it is there* 
fore particularly pertinent to their profeflion. A moft ingenious 
friend, whom modefty prevents from putting his name to a work 
that renders obfervations of this kind of the utmoft facility, has 
pointed out the way. and methodized every remark that can occur; 
the farmer, the fportfman, and the philofopher, will be led to the 
choice of materials proper to be inferted in that ufeful companion, 
the NaturaliJPs Journal^. 

From the obfervations of our friends, from thofe made by our- 
felves, and from the lights afibrded us by preceding writers, we 
ihall, in the brief relation we can pretend to give, proceed in a ge- 
nerical order, and as far as poffible, trace each fpecies of bird to 
its retreat. 

A few words will explain the caufe of their difappearance in thefe 
northern regions \ a defed): of food at certain feafons, or the want 
of a fecure afylum from the perfecution of man during the time of 
courtOiip, incubation and nutrition. 

Eagles, and all the ignoble fpecies of this genus breed in Great- Hawks. 
Britain \ of the Falcons^ we only know that which is called the 
Peregrine^ which builds its neft annually in the rocks of LlandidnOj 
Caernarvtmjhire ; and the Gentil^ and the Gofiawk which breed in 
Scotland. 



• Printed for W. Sandfy, Fleft-Stnet, London, 1767. trice One Shilling zAd 
Six-pence. 
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We are afluitd chat every fpecies breeds io EitglMi^ except the 
Uttk Owh zxAJhort tared Owl The laft breeds InScoikmi^ aadtbe 
OnbvQP ides, but migrates into England at the fiune ieafim as the 
fTo^och do. Hawks and owls are birds of prey, aad havbg at 
all times io this ifland means of living, are ooc obl^ to quit 
their quariars* 

ThcFk^^ or red back Sbrike^ and die great Sbriii^ breeds with 
us s we have not heard of the other, to fu^peft that it toigrates. 

Of this genus, the Hooded Crew migrates regularly mth the 
H^oodcock. It inhabits North Britain the whole year : a few are 
faid annually to breed on Dartmoor^ in Devonjbire. It breeds alio 
in Sx»eden and Ai^tria^ in fixne of the Swedijb provinces it onlf 
fliifb its quarters, in otho^ it refides throughout the year« I am 
at a loft &r the fummer retreat of thofe which vifit us in fiich num- 
bers in winter, and quit our country in the fpring. And for the 
reaibn why a Urd, whole food is fudi that it may be found at all 
feafons in this country^ fliould leave us. 

Diiappears early in autumn \ the letreat of this and the following 
bkd is quite unknown to us. 



Wrtnb«k, Is a bird that leaves us in the winter. If its diet be ants alone^ 
as feveral aflert, the caufe of its migration is very evident. This 
bird diiappears before winter, and revifits us in the ipring a little 
earlier than the Ouhm. 



Condflue 
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Continue with us the whok year ; then* food being the larvit of Woodpbck- 
infeds, which lodge themfehres at all cimei ia the hark of tneea. ^^"' 



Conttmies here dirough all firafixis. 
Refidea in this cou&try the whole year. 



KlNG« 
riSHBR. 

NuTHATCHt 



Comes to England but by accident : we once indeed heard of a Hoofob. 
pair that attempted to mak« their nefl: in a meadow at Seltome^ 
Ham^u^ but were frighted away by che curiofity of people. It 
braeds in Carmai^. 



Never feaves the country. 

The whole tribe, except the S^ail^ lives here all the year round: 
that bird either leaves us, or elfe retires towards the fea-coafts \ 

Inhabits ovr downs and their neighborhood all die year. 

Some few of the Ring^Javes breed here; but the multitude that 
appears in the winter, is fo difproportioned to what continue here 
the whole year, as to make it ceruiii that ihe greateft part quit the 
country in the fpring. It is moft probable thgr go to Sueden to 
breed, and return from thenoe in autumn^ as Mr. Ekmark informs 
QS they entirely quit that country befbie winter f. Multitudes of 
the common fVild Pigeons alfo make the northern retreat, and vific 
(IS in winter i not but numbers breed in the high cliffs in all parts 

^ ride p^^^jofdiiswodB. 
-t JButtu AcaL IV. 592. 



CtBBPBa. 

Gnouf. 
Pxcaojis. 
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of this ifland. We fufpeft that the Turtk leaves us in the winter, 
at left changes its place, removing to the fouthem counties. 

Stare, Breeds here; poffibly feveral remove to other countries for that 

purpofe, fince the produce of thofe that continue here, (eems un- 
equal to the clouds of them that appear in winter. It is not un- 
likely that many migrate into Sueden^ where Mr. Berger obferves 
they return in fpring. 

Thrushes. The Fieldfare and the Redwing breed and pafs their fummers in 
Norway^ and other cold countries; their food is berries, which 
abounding in our kingdoms, tempts them here in the winter. 
Thefe two and the Royfton crow^ are the only land birds that regu- 
larly and conftantly migrate into Englandj and do not breed here. 
The Hawfinch and Crofsbill come here at fuch uncertain times, as 
not to deferve the name of birds of paflage ; and, on that account^ 
rather merit a place in the appendix than in the body of the work. 



Chatter- 
er. 



The Chatterer appears annually about Edinburgh in flocks during 
winter ; and feeds on the berries of the mountain afh. In South 
Britain it is an accidental vifitant. 



Grosbeaks. The Grajbeak ^nd CrofskU comt here but feldom ; they breed in 
Aufiria. I fufped that the Fine Grqfbeak breeds in the forefts of 
the Highlands of Scotland. 

SuNTiNcs. All the genus inhabits this kingdom throughout the year, ex- 
cept the greater Brambling^ which is farced here from the north in 
very feverc feafons. 

All 
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All continue in fome parts of thefe kingdoms, except the Sifkittj Finches. 
nvhich is an irregular vifitant, faid to come from Ruffia. The 
LittfteU fhift their quarters, breeding in one part of this ifland, and 
remove with their young to others. All finches feed on the feeds^ 
of plants. 

All of thefe feed on infefts and worms; yet only part of then> Larks, 
quit thefe kingdoms; though the reafon of migration is the fame catchers, 
to all. The NigbtingaU, Blackcap, Ffy-catcber, mibw^wren, ^^^JJ^'"^ 
Wheat-ear, and Wbite-tbroat, leave us before winter, while the Warelers^ 
fmall and delicate Golden- crefted Wren braves our fevereft frofts. 
We imagine that the migrants of this genus continue longeft in 
Great Britain in the fouthern counties, the winter in thofe parts be- 
ing later than in thofe of the north ; Mr. Stillingfleet having ob- 
fervcd feveral Wbeat-ears in the ifle of Purbeck the i8th of Nwem* 
her laft. As thefe birds are incapable of very diftant flights, we 
fufpeft that Spain^ or the fouth of France^ is their winter afylum. 



Never quit this country ; they feed on infeds and their larva. 
Every fpecies difappears at approach of winter^ 



TlTMICBr 

Swallows^ 
AND Goat* 

SUCKER. 



WATER FOWL. 



,OF the vaft variety of water fowl that frequent Great Britain^ 
It is amazing to refleA how few are known to breed here: the 
caufe that principally urges them ta leave this country, feems to 

be 
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be not merely the want of food^ but the defiir of a fecoie retreat. 
Our country is too populous for birds fo fhy and timid as the bulk 
of thefe are : when great part of our ifladd was a mere wvfte, a 
traA of woods and fen ; doubtlefs many fpeciea c^ tnrds (which at 
this time migrate) remained in fecurity throughout the yean EgrefSy 
a fpecies of Heron^ now fcarce known in this ifland, were in former 
times in prodigious plenty } and the CroMef that hai totally for- 
fidcen this coimtry^ bred familiarly in our marfbes: their place of 
iiKobami), as well as of all other cbven foetid wattr fowl (the 
Haron excepted) being on the grouftd, and expofed to ercry one: 
as rural cecononiy tncreafed in thb country^ thefe amcnak were 
more and more difturbed ; at lengthy by a feries of alarms they 
were necefficatcd to feek, during the fbrntner^ fame looely bh !»• 
bitation. 

On the contrary^ thole chat boild or lay in the dmcft maccefl^ 
Ue fodca that knpend over the BriHjh feas, bited diere ftill in vaft 
numbers^ haring licile to fear fnom the i^proach of tSMkkidi the 
only difturbance they meet with in general, being from the defpe- 
rate attempts of Ibcxie &w to get their eggs, 

CLOVEN FOOTED WATER FOWL. 



HB&aNs. 



THE White Heron is an uncommon bird, and vifits us at un« 
certain feafons ; the common kind and the Bittern never leave us. 



CvRLBwa. The Curlew breeds fometimes on our mountains; but, confider- 
ing the vaft flights that appear in winter, we imagine the greater 
part retire to other countries : the Unnmhrel breeds in the Grampian 

Hillsy in the neighbourhood of Invercauld. 

The 
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* The n^oodmk breeds in f he moift woods of Swiderti and ot-ber 
cold countries. Sonie Snipes breed here, b'ut vre believe the great* 
eft part retire elfewhere ; as do every othef fpede& of this genos/ 



Snipes. 



Tht Lapwing continues here the whok year; the jRi^ breeds SAKi>npEKi. 
here, but retires in winter *, the Redjhank and Sandpiper breed in 
this country, and relidt here. All the others abient themiclves dur- 
ing fumoier. 



The long legged Plover and SanderUng vifit us only in winter; 
the Dottrel appears in fpring and in autumn, yet what is very fin* 
gular we do not find it breeds in South Britain. The oyfter-cateber 
fives with us the whole year. The Norfolk Plover and Sea f^ark 
breed in England. The Green Phver breeds on the mountains of 
the North of Englandj and on the Grampian Hills. 

We mu(l here remark, that every fpecies of the genera of Cur^ 
lews, ff^oodcocksy Sandpipers znd Plbvers^y that foifake us in the 
fpring, retire to Sweden, Poland, Prtifjia, Norway, and Lapland to 
breed ; as fooh as tlic young can fly, they fettirn to us again ; be- 
caufe the frofts which fet in early in thofe countries totally deprive 
them of the means of fubfifting ; as the drynefs and h^rdnefs of 



Plo^brs 

AND 

Oystbr- 

€ATCHBR. 



* Mr. Ekmank fpeaks thus of the retreat of the whole tribe of cloven footed 
water fowl out of his country fS'wetienJ at the appVoacK of wihter j and Mr, 
'kdein gi^s much the' fame account of thofe o^ Poland and Frufia. 

GralUe (tanquam conjuratx) unanimiter in fligatt fe conjiciutit> ne eafiim nm* 
cam quidem inter nos'habitantem invenire poflumus. Aman. Acad, IV. 588. 

Scolopaces et Glareola incredibilibus multitudinibus vemo tempore in Polonia et 
Boruffia nidulantur ; appropinquante autumno turmatim evolant. KUiu tU av* 
tfrat. 187. 

4 I the 
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the ground, in general, during our fummcr, prevent them from 
penetrating the earth with their bills, in fcarch of worms, whicfl 
are the natural food of thefe birds. 

Rails and Every fpecies of thefe two genera continue with us the whole 
KULEs" year; the Land Rail excepted, which is not feen here in winter. 
It likewifc continues in Ireland only during the fummer months, 
when they are very numerous, as Mr, Smith tells us in the hiftory 
of IVaterfordy p. 336. Great numbers appear in Anglefea the lat- 
ter end of May 5 it is fuppofed that they pafs over from Ireland^ 
the paffage between the two iflands being but fmall. As we have 
inftances of thefe birds lighting on Ihips in the Channel and the Bay 
of Bijcayy we conjefture their winter quarters to be in Spain. 



FINNED FOOTED WATER BIRDS. 



PuALARo- . VISIT us but fcldom; their breeding place is Lapland ^^ and 
other ardic regions* 



FES. 



Coot. Inhabits Great Britain the whole year. 

Grjbbs. The great crefied Grebe^ the black and white Grebe^ and Uttk 
Grebe breed with us, and never migrate ; the Others vifit us acct- 
dentally, and breed in Lapland. 

• Jman* Acad. IV. 590. ^. 

WEB- 
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WEB-FOOTED BIRDS, 



BREED nt^T Fofsdike m Lincolnfibtrei but quit their quarters, 
in winter. They are then fliot in different parts of the kingdom, 
which they vifit I believe not regularly but accidentally. 

The great Auk or Pinguin fometimes breeds in St. Kilda. The 
Aukj the Guillemot and Puffin inhabit moft of the maritime cliffs of 
Great Britain^ in amazing numbers, during fummer. The tlack 
Guillemot breeds rn the Bafs IJle^ and in St. Kilda^ and fometimes in 
Uandidno rocks. We are at a lofs for the breeding place of the 
other fpecies ; neither can we be very certain of the winter refidence 
of any of them, excepting of the leffer Guillemot and black-billed 
Auky which, during winter, vifit in vaft flocks the Frith of Forth. 



AVOSET. 



Auks and 
Guille- 
mots. 



Thefe chiefly breed in the lakes of Sweden and Lapland^ and 
fome in countries nearer the Pole* \ but fome of the red throated 
DiverSj the northern and the imber^ may breed in the north of 
Scotland and its ifles. 



DlVBRI* 



I am uncertain where the black toed Gull breeds. The Skua is 
confined to the Shetland -IJleSj the Rock Foula^ and perhaps St. 
Kilda.' The ArSlic breeds in the Orknies and in^he Hebrides. The 
reft of the tribe breed difperfedly on all the cliffs of Great Britain. 
The black headed on our fens and lakes. 



Gulls. 



* FoMfi. Suec. No* 150. CrantK. Gne^L i. 82. Sp 
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TsRNs. Every fpecies breeds here; but leaves us in the winter. 

Petrels. The Fuhnar breeds in the IQo of ^/. Kildot and continues there 
the whole year, except September znd part of OEloler\ the Shear- 
^water vifits the JJle of Man in Jfrih breeds thtr^* wd leaving it in 
Jugu0 or the beginning of September^ ^ifperies ov^r all parts of th« 
Atlantic Oce^ The Stonnfinch is ii^p at »U diftanceis from lan4 
on the fame vaft watery tradt, nor is ever found near fhone except 
by fome very rare ac€idenr» unlefs in the brcf^i^ feafon. We 
found it on fomc little rocky ifles, Qif the oorth of Skie^ It aUq 
breeds in St. Kilda. Wc alfo fufpeft that it n^le$ on the Sld[^$ 
iacA off Kerryy and that U is t^he Gou^ier of Ws $miik\ 

Mergan- This whole genus is mentioned among the bird$ thae fill the 
®^*^* Lapland lakes during fummcr. I have ften the young of the ReJ^ 
breafted in the north of Scotland : a few of thele,^ and perhaps of the 
Goofanders may breed there^ 

Ducks. Of the numerous fpecies that form thisgenm^ we know of few 

that breed here. The Swan a,nd GoofSy the Shidd Duick^ the Ei^ 
Ducky a few Sbovekrs^ Garganies^ and Teals^ and a very fmaU por- 
tion of the wild Ducks. 

* The reft contribute, to Ibrtp that amazing multitude of water 

fowl) thae amutally i^epaiF fcofn oopft parts of Europe to die woode 
and lakes of Lapland and ochfif^ ar^ regions t>^ ihece «>! perform 

tiie 

• SmitFi hift. Kerry f i86. 

t Barentx found the BemacUs with their neils in great nambers in Nova ZemUa^ 
CiJka* voy. Dtiicb Baft^India Comfct^j 8ve» 1703s p. 19. Glufiw in his Exot. 
I 36^* 
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the fun^ions of incubation and nutrition in full fecurity. Thejr 
and their young quit their retreat in September^ and difperfe them- 
fclves over Europe. With us they niakc their appearance the be- 
ginning of OSober \ circulate firft round our ihores^ and when com* 
pelled by fevere froft^ betake themfelves to our lakes and rivers* 
Of the web- footed fowl there are fome of hardier conftitutions than 
others-, tbefe endure the ordinary winters of the more notthern 
countries, but when the cold reigns there with more than common 
rigor, repair for (belter to thefe kingdoms: this regulates the ap-* 
pearance of fome of the Diver kind, as alfo of the wild Swans^ the 
Swallow tailed Shield Duek^ and the difl^rent forts of Goofanders 
which then viiit our coafts. 

The Corvaran$ and Shag breed on moft of ow high rocks : the Corvo- 
Goftnei in fome of the Scotch iflcs, and on the coaft of Kerry : the 
two firfk condnue on our (bores the whole year. The Gannet dif- 
per&s itfrlf aU round the feas of Great-Britain^ in purfuit of the 
Herrii^ and Pilchard^ and even as far as the Tagus Co prey on the 
Sardina. 

But of the numerous fpecies of fowl here enumerated, it may be 
obferved how very few entruft themfelves to us in the breeding 

368. alfo obferves, that the Dutch difi:overed them on the rocks ftf tliat country 
and in Waygate Straits, They, as well as the other fpecies of 'wild Geefe, go very 
far north to breed, as appears from the hiftories of Greenland and Spiuchergen, 
by Egede and Crantsc Thefe birds feem to make Iceland a refting place, as Bor- 
re^oiv obferves, few continue there to breed, but only viiit that iiland in the 
fpring, and after a ihort ftay, retire (till further north, 

Tlie Siuallo'w tailed Shield Duck breeds in the Zry Sea^ and is forced fouthward 
only in the very hard winters. Jmetn, Acad. IV. 585. 

feafon ^ 



RANTS. 
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fcafon •, and what a diftant flight ihcy make to perform the firft 
great diftate of nature. 

There fecms to be fcarceljr any but what we have traced to 
Lapland^ a country of lakes, rivers, fwarops and alps*, covered 
with thick and gloomy forefts, that afford (belter during fummer 
to thefe fowls, which in winter difpcrfe over the greateft part of 
Europe. In thofc arUic regions, by reafon of the thicknefs of the 
woods, the ground remains moift and penetrable to the WoodcockSy 
and other flender billed fowl : and for the web-footcd birds f, the 
•waters afford larva innumerable of the tormenting Knat. The days 
ihere are long ; and the beautiful meteorous nights indulge them 
with every opportunity of collefting fo minute a food : whilft man*- 
kind is very fparingly fcattered over that vaft northern wafte. 

Why then fliould Unnausj the great explorer of thefe rude dc- 
fcrts, be amazed at the myriads of water fowl that migrated witk 
him out of Lapland ? Which exceeded in multitudes the army of 
Xerxes \ covering, for eight whole days and nights, thefurfaceof 
the river Calix J. His partial obfcrvation as a botanift, would con- 
fine their food to the vegetable kingdom, almoft denied to the 
Lapland waters; inattentive to a more plenteous table of infcdt 

• Flora Lappontca Ledlorl et Proleg. 

f A difciple of Linnaus^ fpeaks thus of their food, Lapponia^ ubi viftum est 
lar^is et pup'u calicuzn, altrix paravit numinis munificentia. Aman. acad, IV, 
1.5. M.. de Maupertuis makes the fame obfervatlon, Ce ruifleau nous condaiiit 
a na lac £\ rempli de petics grains jaunatres de la grolTeur du Mil que toute fon 
eau en etoit teinte. Je pris ces grains pour la Cbryfalide de quelqoe infede, &c. 
Oewvres de M, de Maupertuis^ III. 1 16. 

X Flora Lappomca, 273. Aman, acad. IV. 570. 

food. 
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food, which the all bountiful Creator had fpread for them in the 
wildcrnefs *• 



* It may be remarked, that the lakes of mountanoas rocky countries in geaeral 
are deilitttte of plants : few or none are feen on thofe of Switzerland ; and Lin- 
lueus makes the fame obfervation in refped to thofe oi Lapland \ having, daring 
His whole tour, difcovered only a Angle fpecimen of a hmna tri/uka, or ivy leaved 
duck* J meat * Flora Lap. No. 470. tL few o£ the /drpus lacufiris. No. 18* or buU- 
rufli ; the alopecurus eeniculatusf No. 38. or flote foxtail grafs ; and the ranunculus 
aquatilisf No. 234. which are all he enumerates in his Prolegomena ta that excel- 
lent performance. 



No. 
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No. VII. 
EXTRACTS FROM old ENGLISH WRITERS 

RELATING TO OUR ANIMALS. 



MENTION haviag been fo frequently made» ia this work» of the 
old Engli/b^ feafts, and the fpecies of anioMds that formed the 
good cheery we tranfcrtbe from Lekmd aa accoant of that ghreti at 
the intronazation of George NevelU archbrfhop of Torkj in the reign 
of Edward IV. and of the goodfy provtfion made for the fame. 



In wheat, - - 300 quarters. 
In ale, - - - 300 tunne. 
Wyne, - - - 100 tunne. 
Of ypocraflc - - i pype. 
In oxen, - - - 104. 
WyldeBulles, - - 6. 
Muttons, ... 1000. 
Veales, - . ^ 304, 
Porkcs, - - - 304. 
Swanncs, - - 400. 

Gecfe, . - - 2000. 
Capons, - - 1000. 

Pygg^s* • "' 2000. 

Plovers, - - 400, 

Quales, - 100 doxcn. 

O? the foules called recs, 200 

dozen. 
In peacockes, - * 104. 
Mallardes and teales, 4000. 
In cranes, - • 204. 
In kyddcs, - - 204. 

In chyckensy * - 2000. 



Pigeons, 

Conyes, 

In bittors, 

Heronfh^es, 

Feflauntes, 

Partriges, 

Wodcockes, 

Curlewes, 

Egrittes, 

Stagges, buck 



and roes. 



4000. 
4000. 

204. 

400. 

200. 

500. 

400. 

100. 
1000. 



500 
and mo. 

Pafties of venifon colde, 4000. 
Parted dyflies of gellies, jooo. 
Playne dyflies of gellies, 3000/ 
Colde tartes baked, - 4000. 
Colde cuftardes baked, 3000. 
Hot pafl:ies of venifon, 1 500. 
Hot cuftardes, - 2000. 

Pykes and breames, - 608. 
Porpofcs and feals, - 12. 
Spices, fugared delicates, and 
wafers plentie, 

Befidea 
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Befides the birds in the above lift, there are mentioned, in the 
particular of the courfes *, Red/hanks^ Styntes^ Larks and Marty- 
nettes roft ; if the laft were the fame with the martin fwallow, our 
anceftors were as general devourers of fmall birds as the Italians are 
at prefent, to whom none come amifs. 

We muft obferve, that in the order of the courfes it appears, 
that only the greateft delicacies were ferved up, as we may fuppofe 
to the table where the nobility, gentlemen, and gentlewomen of 
worjhip were feated ; and thofe feemed to have been dreflcd with 
almoft as much art and difguife as at prefent. They had likewife 
their defert, or, as the term was, futteltie •, which was in form of 
dolphins or other animals^ and fometimes recourfe was had to the 
kalendar to embellifh the table, and St. PW, St. Thomas^ St. Duti" 
fiatiy and a whole multitude of angtls^ propbetes ^nd patriarkes -f-, 
were introduced zs futtelties to honor the day. 

As no mention is made among the di(hes that compofed two of 
the courfes, of the geefe, the pygges, the veales, and other more 
fubftantial food, thofe muft have been allotted to the franklins and 
bead yeomen in the lower baUi and thofe moft fingular provifions, 
the porpofes and feales, indelicate as they may feem at prefent, in 
old dmes were admitted to the bcft tables : the former, at left, as 
we learn from dodor Cams j:, who mentions it not only as a com- 
mon food, but even defcribes its fauce. 

. A tranfcript from that curious publication, Tbe Regulations of 
the Houftfold of tbe fftb Earl of iioKTHUMBEKLA^Dj begun in 1512, 

* Leland^s colle^anea^ vi. 2. 

t Idem, 23. 

X Cmiop^fc, iijk 

Vot. II. 4 K will 
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will be efteemed a very proper appendage to a work of this nature. 
It will (hew not only the birds then in high vogue at the great ta- 
bles of thofc days, but alfo how capricious a thing is tafte, feveral 
then of high price being at prcfcnt banifhed from our tables ; and 
others again of uncommon ranknefs much valued by our anceftors. 

Thus Wegions (I give the fpelling of the time) See-fyes^ Sho- 
lardesj Kyrlewes^ Ternes^ Cranys^ Hearonfewys^ Bytters^ See-gulks 
and Styntesj were among the delicacies for principal feafts^ or his 
Lordfhip's own mees. 

Thofe excellent birds the ^^Ues were not to be bought except 
no other could be got. 

FefaunUs^ Bytters^ Hearon-fewys and Kyrlewes were valued at the 
fame price, twelve pence each. 

The other birds admitted to his Lordfliip's table were Buftardes^ 
MaUardes^ IVoodcokes^ Wypes^ ^uayles^ Snypes^ Pertryges^ Rede^ 
Jbankes^ Reys^ Pacokes^ Knottes^ DottreUsj Larkys znd /mall iyrdes. 

The great byrdes, for the Lord's mea^ for the Chambreleyn and 
Stewardes mees may be, as the ingenious editor conjeflures. Field- 
fares, Thruihes and the like *• 

The eftimation each fpecies was held in may be known by the 
following table, to which I have added the modern name, and the 
reference to it in this work. 

Piice. 
i6d. 
i2d. 

2d. 
id. 



Woodcock) 







Page. 


Cranyst the Crane, 




534« 


Hearonfewysy the Heron, 




355. 


Mallards, 




500, 


reylks. Teal, 




513. 




• P. 104. 


4«4- 
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Page. Price. 

Woodcock, 365^ id. or id.t. 

Wypes^ Lapwings, 381, id. 

Sea-guUsy Black-headed Gull, 456, id. or id.^. 

StynUSj Purrs, 397, 6A. a dozen. 

Quails, 234, 2d. 

Snipes, 378, 3 d. a dozen. 

Partridges, 233, 2d. 

Red- (hanks, 376, id. 

Byttersy Bitterns, 358, i2d. 

Pheafants, 238, I2d. 

R^Sy Land Rails*, 410, 2d. 

Sbolardesj Shovelers, 504, 6d. 

Kyrkwes^ Curlews, 362, i2d. 

Peacocks, 236, I2d. 
Sea Pies, 405. 

Wigeons, 509, id. 

Knots, 387, id. 

Dotrels, 401, id. 
Buftards, 241. 

Terns, 459, 4d. a dozen. 

Great birds. Ditto. 

Small birds, I2d. a dozen. 
Larks, I2d. for two dozens. 

* I imagine the Reys to be the Land Rail, not the Ree^e the female of the 

Ruff, for that bird feems not to be in vogue in thofe days. Old Drayton does 
not even mention it in his long catalogue of birds, but fets a high value upon 
The Rayk which feldom comes but upon Vich men's fpits *. 
• foiplbiM, Canto XXV. 

4 K 2 No. 
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No. VIIL 

A SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT of the BIRDS 
OF GREAT BRITAIN, with the names in thd 

ANTIENT BRITISH. 

GENUS I. 
FALCON. 



I. ^ OLDEN Eagle,. 
^- vJ Black Eagle, 
3- Sea Eagle, 

4. Cinereous, 

5. Ofprey, 

6. Gyrfalcon, 

7. Peregrine Falcon,. 

8. Grey, 
♦9. Gcntil, 

10. Lanner^ 

11. Gofhawk, 

12. Kite, 

13. Buzzard, 

14. Spotted, 

15. Honey Buzzard, 
x6. Moor Buzzard, 



Eryr melyn. 

Eryr tinwyn. 

Mor-Eryr. 

Eryr cynfFonwyn. 

Pyfg Eryr : Gwalch y weilgi« 

Hebog chwyldro. 

Hebog trannor, Cammin.. 

Hebog, Gwalch. 

Hebog mirain. 

Hebog gwlanog. 

Hebog Marthin. 

Barcud. 

Bod teircaitl. 

Bod mannog. 

Bod y meL 

Bod y gwerni. 



1.7. Hen 
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17. Hen-Harricr, 

18. Ringtail, 

19. Keftrcl, 

20. Hobby, 

21. Sparrow Hawk, 

22. Merlin, 



Barcud glds. 

Bod tinwyn. 

Cudyll coch. 

Hebog yr Hcdydd. 

Gwepia. 

Corwalch, Llymyften, 



6xx 



II. 



OWL. 



♦ I. Eagle, 

2. Long eared, 

3. Short eared, 

4. White, 

5. Tawny, 

6. Brown, 

7. Little, 



Y Ddylluan fawn 
Dylluan gorniog. 
Dylluan gluftiog. 
Dylluan wen. 
Dylluan frecb. 
Aderyn y Cyrph. 
Coeg Ddylluan. 



III. 



SHRIKE. 



1. Great, 

2. Red backed, . 

3. Wood chat. 



Cigydd mawf. 
Cigydd cefn-goch, 
Cigydd glas. 



IV. 
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IV. 



CROW. 



!• Raven, 

2. Carrion, 

3. Rook, 

4. Hooded, 

5. Magpie, 
6- Jay, 

7. Red legged, 

8. Jackdaw, 



Cigfran. 

Bran dyddyn. 

Ydfran. 

Bran yr Jwerddon. 

Piogen. 

Screch y Coed. 

Brin big gocb. 

Cogfran. 



V. 



CUCKOO. 



9* Cuckoo^ 



Cog. 



VL 



WRYNECK. 



I. Wryneck, 



Gwas y g6g, Gwddfdro. 



VIL 
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vn. 

WOODPECKER. 

I.Green, Cnocell y coed, Delor y derw. . 

2. Great fpotted, Delor fraith. 
*3. Middle. 

4. Left Ipotted, Delor fraith beiaf. 

VIII. 
KINGFISHER. 

I. Kingfilher, Gils y dorian. 

JX. 

NUTHATCH. 

I. Nuthatch, Delor y enau.. 

X. 

HOOPOE. 

I. Hoopoe, Y Goppog. 

XI. 
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XI. 
CREEPER. 
ti Creeper, Y Grepianog. 

XII. 
G R O U S. 



I. Wood, 


Ceiliog coed. 


2. Black, 


Ceiliog d6. 


3- Red, 


Ceiliog Mynydd, Jar fynydd. 


4. Ptarmigan, 


Coriar yr Alban. 


5. Partridge, 


Coriar, Pctrifen. 


6. Quail, 


Sofliar, Rhine. 



xm. 

BUSTARD, 

X. Great, Yr araf ehedydd. 

♦ 2. Lefler, Araf ehedydd Lleiaf. 

3, Thick-kneed, Y Glin-brafF. 



XIV, 
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PIGEON. 



4. Common, 


Colommen« 


a. Ring, 


Yfguthan. 


3. Turtle, 


Colommcn fair, Turtur. 



XV. 



STARE. 



I. Stare, 



Drydwen, Drydwy. 



XVI. 



THRUSH. 



1. Miifel, 

2. Fieldfare, 

3. Throftk, 

4. Redwing, 

5. Blackbird, 

6. Ring-ouzel, 

7. Water-ouzel, 

Vol. lU 



Trefglcrt, Peh y Ll^jjryn. 

Cafeg y ddryccin. 

Aderyn bronfraith. 

Soccen yr eira, Y drefcklfl gSch* 

Mvi^alch, Aderyn du. 

Mwyalchen y graig. 

M#yalchen y dwfr. 



4L 



XVII. 



feS A P P B N D I X. 

XVII. 
CHATTERER. 
1. WaxcD^ Sidan-gynffbn. 

XVIII. 
GROSBEAK. 

I. Haw^ Gylfinbraffl 
♦2. Pine. 

3* Crofs-billedv GyUingroes. 

4. Bulfinch, Y Chwybanydd, Rhawn goch». 

5. Greco, Y Gegid, Llinos werdd. 

XIX. 
BUNTING. 

I. Common, Bras y ddruttan, Bras, yr yd 

1.. Yellow,. Llinos felcn. 

3. Reed, Golfan y cyrs. 

4. Tawny,. Golfan rhudd. 

5. Snow, Golfan yr eira, 

6. Mountain, Yr Olfan leia£ 

XX. 
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XX. 



F 1 N C H. 



1. Gold, 

2. Chafi; 

3. Brambling, 

4. Sparrow, 

5. Tree Sparrow, 

6. Sifkin, 

7. Linnet, 

8. Red- headed Lionet, 



Gwas y Sierri. 
AfgcH arian. Wine. 
Bronrhuddyn y mynydd. 
Aderyn y to, Golfan. 
Golfan y mynydd. 
Y Ddreiniog. 
Llinos. 
Llinos bengoch. 



9. Lefs red -headed Linnet, Llinos bengoch leiafl 
10. Twite, Llinos fynydd. 



XXL 



FLY-CATCHER. 



I. Spotted, 
•. Pied, 




Y Gwybedog. 
Clochder y tnynydd. 




^ 




XXII. 






L 


ARK. 




I. Sky, 




Hedydd, Uchedydd. 
4L 2 


2. Wood, 



42$ 





A 


P 


P 


E N D I X. 


2. Wood, 








Hcdydd y coed. 


3. Tit, 








Cor Hedydd. 


^. Field, 








Hcdydd y cac. 


5. R«d, 








Hcdydd rhudd. 


6. Crefted,. 








Hcdydd coppog. 



XXIIL 



WAGTAIL. 



t. White, 
2. Yellow, 
3- Grey, 



Brith y fyches, Tinfigl y gwys*^ 
Brkh y fyches felen. 
Brith y fyches Iwyd. 



XXIV. 



WARBLERS- 



%. Nightingale^ 

2. Redftart, 

3. Redbreaft,. 

4. Blackcap^ 
5* PettychapSy 

6. Hedge, 

7. Yellow, 
*8. Scotch. 

91, Golden-crefted, 



Eos. 

Rhonell goch. 

Yr Hobi goch. Bron-gocb^ 

Penddu'r brwyn. 

Y FBgyfog. 

Llwyd y gwrycb. 

Dryw'r hclyg. Sywidw. 



Yfwigw, Sywigw. 



Kh Wrcnt 
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10. Wren, 

11. Sedge, 

12. Grafshopper, 

13. Wheatear, 

14. Whlnchat, 

15. Sconechatter, 

16. Whitethroat, 
^17. Dartford. 



Dryw. 

Hcdydd yr helyg^ 
Gwich hedydd. 
Tinwyn y ccrrig. 
Clochder yr eithin. 
Clochder y cerrig. 
Y gwddfgwyn. 



XXV. 



TITMOUSR 



s. Greats 


T Benloyn fwyaf. 


2. Blue, 


y Lleian. 


3* Cole, 


Y Benloyn lygliw. 


4. Marfh, 


Penloyn y cyrs. 


5. Longtailed,. 


Y Benloyn gynfFonhin 


6. Bearded, 


Y Barlbg. 



XXVI. 



swallow: 



I. Chimney,. 


Gwennol, GwenfoL 


a. Martin,. 


M^rthin Penbwl. 


3. Sand,. 


Gennol y glennydd. 


4. Swif^ 


Mftrthindft. 



xxvm 
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XXVIL 



GOATSUCKER. 



1. Nofturnal, 



Aderyn y droell, Rhodwn 



XXVIII. 



HERON- 



1. Common, 

2. Bittern, 

3. White, 



Cryr glas. 

Aderyn y bwnn. Bwmp y Gors. 

Cryr gwyn. 

XXXIX. 



CURLEW. 



f • Curlew, 
2. Whimbrel, 



Gytenhir. 
Coeg ylfinhir. 



I. -Woodcock, 



XXX. 

S N I P E. 
Cyffylog. 



2. Godwit, 



A P F E N 1> I X, 



%i 



2. God wit, 
*3, Cinereous, 

4. Red, 

5. Leflcr, 

6. Greenfhank^.. 

7. Redfiiank, 
**8» Cambridge, 

9. Spotted, 
10. Commoa 
♦•II. Great,. 
12. Jack, 



Rhoftog. 
Rhoftog llwyd* 
Rhoftog rhCkdd 
Cwttyn d\i. 
Coefwerdd, 
Cocfgoch. 

Coeigoch mannog* 
Yfnittan, y Fyniar. 
Yfnid 
GiacB. 



XXXL 



S A N D P I P E R. . 



!• Lapwing, 

2. Grey, 

3. Ruff, 

4« Khotj 

5. Afli colored, 

6. Brown, 

7. Spotted, 

8. Black, 
•9, Gambet, 

TO. Turnftone,, 
* II. Hebridal,, 
12. Green,. 



Cornchwigl. 
Cwttyn Ilwyd. 
Yr Ymladdgar. 

Y Cnut. 
YPibyddglas. 

Y Pibydd rhudd. 

Y Pibydd mannog. 

Y Pibydd dt mannog; 

Huttan y mor. 

Y Pibydd gwyrdd;. 



£3. Red^ 



63* 



13. Red, 
^ 14. Aberdeen, 

15. Common. 

16. Dunlin, 

17. Purre, 
* 18. Little, 
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Y Pibydd coch. 

Pibydd y traeth. 
Pibydd rhuddgoch. 
Llygad yr ych. 

Y Pibydd Ueiaf. 

XXXII. 
PLOVER. 



i« Golden 

2. Long legged, 

3. Dottrel, 

4. Ringed, 

5. Sanderling, 



Cwttyn yr aur. 
Cwttyn htrgoes« 
Huttan. 
M6r Hedydd 
Llwyd y tywod 



XXXIIL 



OYSTER C ATCH E R 



I. Pied, 



I. Water, 



Piogen y mor. 

XXXIV, 
R A I L^ 

Cwtiar. 



XXXV. 
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XXXV. 
GALLINULE. 

1. Spotted, Dwfriar fannog. 

2. Crake. Rhegen yr yd. 
g. Common, Dwfriar. 

XXXVI. 

PHALAROPE, 



1. Grey, 

2. Red, 


Pibydd Uwyd Uydandroed. 
Pibydd coch Uydandroed. 




XXXVII. 


COOT. 


I. Common, 
a. Great, 


- Jar ddwfr foel. 
jar ddwfr foel fwya£ 




xxxvni. 



GREBE. 

1. Tippet, Gwyach. Tindroed. . 

4 M 4. Great 
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2. Great crefted, 

3. Eared, 
4* Dufky, 
5* Little, 

6. Blackchin^ 



Gwyach gomiog. 
Gwyach gluftiog. 
Gwyach leiaf. 
Harri gwlych dy bfg« 
Gwyach gwddfrh6dd. 



XXXIX^ 



A V O S E T. 



I. Scooping, 



« Pig tnynawd* 



A 



U K. 



I. Grea^ 
a. Razor-bil], 

3. Black-bUled, 

4. Puffio, 

5. Little^ 



Carfil mawr. 

Carfil» Gwalch y peniraig. 

Carfil gylSnddu. 

Pwffingen. 

CarEl bsictu 

XLI. 



GUILLEMOT. 



B. Foolilh, 



Gwilytn. 



2. Leller> 
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t. Lcflcr, Chwilog, 

^. Black, Gwilymdili. 
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XLII. 



V E R, 



1. Northern, 
*2. Imber, 
3* Speckled, 

4. Red-throated, 

5. Black-throated, 



Trochydd mawn 
Trochydd, 
Trochydd bkk, 
Trochydd gwddfgoch* 
Trochydd gwddfdu. 



XLIII. 



U 



1. Black-backed, 

2. Skua, 

3. Black-toed, 

4. Ardic, 

5. Herring, 
€. Wagel, 

7. Winter, 

8. Common, 

9. Khtiwake. 
lo. Tarrock, 



Gwylan gefn-ddu. 
Gwylan frech, 
Yr Wylan ylgafn. 
Gwylan y Gogledd. 
Gwylan benwaig. 
Gwylan ri^dd a gwyn. 
Gwylan y gweunydd. 
Gwylan Iwyd, Huccan^ 

Gwylan gernyw. 
4M2 II. Black- 
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11. Black-head, Yr wylan benddu,. 

12, Brown, Yr wylan fcchan, 



XLIV. 



N. 



1. Great, 

2. Leflcr, 

3. Black, 



Y for-wcnnol fwyaf. Yfcraean* 

Y for-wcnnol leiaf. 
Yfcraean ddA. 



XLV. 



PETREL. 



1. Fulmar, 

2. Shear-water, 

3. Stormy, 



Gwylan y graig. 
Pwffingen Fanaw* 
Cas gan Longwr. 



XLVL 



MERGANSER. 



£• Goofander, 
2« Red-breafted, 

3. Smew, 

4. Red-headed^ 



Hwyad ddanheddog. 
Trochydd danheddog. 
Lleian wen. 
Xleian ben*goch. 



XLVU. 
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XLVIL 



DUCK. 



1. Wild Swan, 

2. Tame Swarij^ 
* 3. Grey Lag, 

4. Bean Goofe, 

5. White fronted^ 

6. Bernacle, 

7. Brcntj 

8. Eider, 

9. Velvet, 

10. Scoter, 

11. Tufted, 

12. Scaup, 

13. Golden eye, 
*I4, Morillon, 

15. Shieldrake, 

16. Mallard, 

17. Shoveler, 

18. Red breafted Shoveler, 
19: Pintail, 

20. Long tailed, 

21. Pochard, 

22. Ferruginous, 
2.3. Wigeon, 



Alarch gwyllt. 
Alarch. 
Gwydd. 
Elcyfen. 
Gwydd wyllt. 
Gwyran. 
Gwyran fanyw. . 
Hwyad fwythblu^ 
Hwyad felfedog. 
Y f6r-Hwyad ddu. 
Hwyad goppog. 
Llygad arian. 
Llygad aur. 
Hwyad benllwyd. 
Hwyad yr eithin, Hwyad fruith. 
CQr8Hwyad,GaranHwyad,Hydnwy. 
Hwyad lydanbig. 
Hwyad fron-goch lydanbig,. 
Hwyad gynfFonfain. 
Hwyad gynfFon gwennol. 
Hwyad bengoch. 
Hwyad frech. 
Chwiw. 

^24, 3ima-^ 



€3« 



APPENDIX. 

^24. Bimaculated, 



25. jGadwall, 

26. Garganey, 
tj. Teal, 



Y gors Hwyad Iwyd. 

Hwyad addfain. 

Cor Hwyad, Crach Hwyad 



XLVIII. 



CORVORANT. 



1. Cormorant, 

2. Shag, 
3: Gannet, 



MAlfran, Morfran. 
Y Fulfran kiaf 
Gan, Gans. 
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* I. Rough legged Falcon, 

2. Roller, 

3. Nutcracker, 
^4. Oriole, 

5* Rofe colored Ouzel, 
€. Crane, 
7- Egret, 
8. Little Bittern, 
*9. Spoon-bill, 



Y Rholydd, 
Aderyn y cnau. 

Y Fwyalchen felan. 

Y Fwyalchen goch*. 
Garan. 

Cryr coppog Ueiaf. 
Aderyn y bwnn lleiaf. 

Y Llydan-big. 



*«* The bkdi marked * are not in the oAavo edidon, 1768. 
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No. IX. 

CATALOGUE op the EUROPEAN QUAD- 
RUPEDS, BIRDS, and REPTILES, Extra- 
Britannic. 

SINCE the great ufe of Mr. Ray's Syllogi ftirpium Evkop je a- 
RUM extra Britannias^ has been fo fully approved by the tra- 
velling Botanift, it is thought a fimilar enumeration of the fpecies 
of certain claffes of the animal kingdom would be equally agree- 
able and ferviceable to the travelling Zoologift. It compivhends 
the Extra-Britannic quadruped$» birds, and reptiles of Europe^ 
foroied fron^the works of the general naturalifts, from the Fauna 
of different countries, and from my own obfervations. The ar- 
rangement %£ the fubje&s are according to the excellent method of 
our countryman Mr. Ray, a little altered, or reformed. As there 
are not at this inftant Englijh names for mod of the articles, we 
have been obliged to fubftitute thofe ufed by Linnaus and other 
foreign writers *, but to gratify the EngUJb reader's curiofity, who 
may wifh for fuller accounts of the quadrupeds in his own language, 
we refer him in the fecond column to our own fynopjis of S^adru- 
feds I and in refpedfc to the birds^ to the EngUJb edition of Mr. 
Willughby's Ornithology. 

* Stirpium Eurofaartm extra Btitanniat nafcentiam Sylloge, 1694^ 

CLASS 
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CLASS I. Q.U ADRUPEDIA, 
Q^U ADR UP EDS. 





I. 


Lm. 


Syn. tuft. No. Plac9. 


J Bos 


Urus 


99 


4 Lithaania 




Bubalis 


ibid. 


5 Italy 


.I[ 0-vh 


Strepficerof 


98 


8 B. Hangary 




Laticattda 




Calmack country 


III Cafra 


Rapicapra 


95 


10 Alps, Pyrenees 




Ibex 


ibid. 


9 Alps 




Ammon 


97 


1 1 Corficaj Sardinia 




Tarurica 


ibid. 


30 Ukraine 


IV CfTVUt 


Alcet 


9* 


35 N. of the Baltic 




Tarandos 


93 


36 iHd. 


V Sut 


Aper Sylveftris 
U. 


103 


54 Germany, Prance, 
5rc, 


yi Cants 


Lupus 


58 


III Almoftalltkecon. 
tinent 




Lagopns 


59 


113 Lapland 


Va Fetis 


Lynx 


€2 


135 Many parts of £tf- 

roft 



VIH 
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64X. 







Lin, 


^. nofl. N». 


Place. 


virr Ur/us 


Araos 


69 


138 


Many parts of Eu- 
rope 




Maritimus 


70 


139 


Nova Zembla 




Lufc«, et 


7» 








Muilela Gulo 


67 


140 


N. of the Baltic 


IX Fiverra 


Genetta 


65 


>7> 


Spain 




Zibellina 


■69 


156 


Lapland 




Perouafca 




p. 233 JVtf// 


, Poland 


X Lutra 


Maftela Lutreola 


66 


>74 


Sweden 


XI Cafior 


Fiber 


78. 


190 


N. of Europe 




Mofchatus 


79 


192 


Ruflia 


XII ffjjMx 


Criflau 


76 


>93 


Italy 


XIII A/ar;»i^//« 


Mus Marmotta 


8t 


»97 


Alps, Poland 




Cricetas 82 




200 


Germany 




Souflik 




201 


S. of Ruffia 




Lemmus 


80 


202 


Lapland 




Citellus 


80 


203 


S. of £nrop9 




Zemni 




204 


Poland 


XIV Sciurut 


Volans 


88 


221 


Poland 




Glis 


^7 


217 


S. of Europe 




Mus quercinas 


8+ 


2l8 


ibid. 


XV Jerboa 


Mus Jaculus 


8S 


223 


Calmucks countiy 


XVI Mw 


GregarittJ 
III. 


84 


*3+ 


Germany, Sweden 


XVII rriVA/f^«/ 


RoAnarns 
IV. 


49 


263 


Within the polar 
circle 


XVIII FeJptrtiUo 


Serotina 




288 


France 




Pipiftrilla 




289 


ibid. 




Barbifiella , 




290 
286 


ibid, 
ibid. 
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CLASS IL 



A V E S. 



BIRDS. 



I. ACCIPITRES. 



RAPACIOUS. 









Wil. 


orn. 


Place. 


I Fulfur 


Vultur 


Brijf. I. 


453 


66 


Alps, Itsdy 




Pcrcnopterns 


Raiijyn. 


lo 64 f)^ 


Spain, Mi- 












norca 


IFa/co 


Leucocephalas 


Lin. 


124 




North t 




Melansetos 


ibid. 




61 






Morphno congener 


Raiijyn. 


7 


63 






Ruflicolus 


Lin. 


125 




Sweden 




St. Martini 


Brijr. I. 


443 




France 




Iflandicus 


Brunnicb 


No. 




Iceland 




Vefpertinus 


Lin. 


129 




Ingria 




Minutus 




»3> 




Malta 




Subfarcatas 


f$26 No. 5 








Caflaneus 


1 13^7 
1,3*9 


— 6 




Auftria 




Ferrugineus 


— 7 








Cinereua 


— 12 






I Strix 


* Scandiaca 


Lin. 


132 




Nortli 




Sabauriu 


Kr. 3,3 


No. 3 




Auftria 




t Countries the other fide the BaMc 







• • 



Nyftca 
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WiL orn, Placi. 



Nyaca 


Lin, 132 


North 


Sylvcftris 


Scop* No* 13 


Carniola 


Fanerea 


Lin. 133 


North 



IV Lanius Infanftas Lin, 138 197? North? 

M^or Ge/neri 581 BriJ', II. 146 88 Gemiany 



^43 



II. 



P I 



M. 



PIES. 











Wih »rn. 


Pket. 


V Cor^s 


Caryocataftes 
Pyrrhocorax 


Lin., 


157 
IS8 


13a 


GermanyN. 
Alps 


VI Coracias 


Garrulu3 


— 


»S9 


131 


Europe 
taJpmX. 


Vn Om/w 


Galbula 


— 


160 


198 


Hid. 


VIII Cuculus 


Glandarius 


— 


169 




Spain 


IX P/Vw 


Martius 
Tridaaylus 


"^"' 


»73 
»77 


13s 


Europe 

pajtm 

Norway 


X Merops 


Apiafter 
Idterocephala 


Briff.XV. 


182 
S37 


H7 
1+8 


Ita.S.ofEu. 
ibid. 



XI Certbia Muraria 



184 



Italy 



{ Thofe with this word refer to all the continent, except the extreme north, 
Lapland, &c. 



4N * 



III. GAL- 
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III. 



GALLING. 



GALLINACEOUS. 











WiU mm. Placf. 


XII Tetrad 


• Nemeiianas 


Sc0. No. 


171 




Carniola 




BetuliBiu 


No. 


17a 




ibid. 




Lagopas 


Bru N0. 


199 




liorwzy 




Bonafia 


Lin. 


257 


>75 


Enrope 
faffim 


• 


• Rofas 


~ 


276 


167 


$• of Europe 




FKncolinus 


— 


27s 


174 


ibid. 




Alchata 


— 


276 


167 No. s 


P)rrenees 




Graeca (Pcrdix) 


BrifA. 


241 


169 


S. of Europe 




Montana 




224 








Tridaayla 


Shaw*stra 


.253 




Spain 


tall Oiis 


Tetrax 


Lin* 


26^, 


^19 


France Jtalf 



IV. P A S S E R £ S. 



SMALL BIRDS. 



XIV Shmmt CoUaris 

XV Twdus Arnndinaceiu 

Rofeus 
Sazatilw 





fFU. trm. 


PUut, 


St». N: I9> 




Carniola^ 
Spain 


Lin. 296 


Hi 


Enrope 


294 


«94 


Italy 


294 


»97 





Cyanus 





A P PI 


I N 


D I 


X. 

mi. arm. 




Place. 




Cyanos 




296 


191 




Italy, Spain 




Cceruleus 


Silon 




192 


• 


Alps 


JiVlJlMda 


Crifbta 


Lin. 


288 


209 




Europe 
pajfim 




Spinoletta 




288 


209 




Italy 




Calandra 
Alpeftris 
Luiitanica 
Craffiroftris 


nova 
nova 


288 
299 




1 


Italy, Spain 
Poland 
Portugal 
ibid. 


XVUSmitrhM 


Hortalanas 


Lin. 


309 


270 




S. of Europe 




Cia 




310 


271 




ibid. 




Cirlns 




3>i 


269 zivolo ibid. 




Barbata 


Sco. No. 


210 






Carniola 




Brumalis 


No. 


213 






ibid. 


XVm FringtUa Lapponica 


Littf 


3>7 






North 




Lulenfis 




3»» 






Sweden 




. Citrinella 




320 


26s 




S. of Europe 




Serinaa 




3«o 


26s 




ibid. 




Petronia 




32* 


267 




ibid. 




Pa£erCampeftris 


£ri^.UL Sz 


251 Friquci 


\ ibid. 




Torquatus 




85 


250 No, 




ibid. 




Stultns 




87 


249 — 




ibid. 




Bononienfis 




9« 


250 — 




ibid. 




Albicilla 




92 


250 — 




ibid. 




PalTerculus 




93 


252 — 


13 


ibid. 




Sclavonicus 




*4 


250 — 


6 


Dalmatia 




Argentorateniii 


\ 


146 






Strafbourg 




Grau-fink 


Fri/cbA 


• 3 






Germany 


XIX MtttuiUa 


Schoenobanus 


Lin. 


329 






Italy 




Curruca 




3*9 






Sweden 




Ficedula 


£in» 


33<» 






S. of Europe 



645 
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Stapazina 

Dumetorum 

Erithacus 

Suecica 

Curruca minbr 

cineraria 
rufa 
naevia 
Ruticilla Gibraltar 

Phaenicurus torqaa 

Rabecala Bononien, 

Carrucagrifea nsv. 

Tithys 

Zya 

Mufcipeta 

Lufitanica 

Hifpaoica 



XX Paruf Criibtas 

Peadulinus 
Ignotus 

XXI HiruMda Ifelba 

Rupeftris 



33» 
334 
335 
336 
Bri.UI. 374 
376 

387 
389 
407 
411 
422 
jfff.VI. 112 
Sco, No. 233 

— »34 

— 236 

uova 
nova 



Lin* 34a 

34* 
Brnn. p. 73 

Lin. 345 
Sco, No. 167 



WiL orn. Place. 
Strapazino 233 ibid. 

Aufbia 
3tia Alder. 218 Sweden 

North 
Borin. WiL 216 Italy 

Italy, &c. 

Germany 
Boarina 217 Italy 

S. of Europe 

ibid. 
Spipoia 234 Bologna 

Carniola 

ibid. 

ibid. 

Portugal 

Spain 

242 Germanjr 
Auftria 
North 

Spain 
Spain, and 
Carniola. 



V. AQ^UA- 
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V. A Q^U ATIC^ FISSIPEDES. 



CLOVEN FOOTED WATER FOWL. 









Wil. om. PLue. 


XXII FUuaUa Leucorodia 


Lin. 


231 


289 Europe 
paffim 


XXm Ardia Grus 


— 


234 


*74 


Ciconia 




235 


286 


Nigra 




iiii/. 


ihid. 


Ny£ticorax 




ihid. 


279 


Purpurea* 




236 


S. of Earopo 


Garzetta 




^17 


2%o ibid. 


Grifea 




239 




MinuU 




240 




Candida minor 


JBrijr.Y.j^lZ 


280 


Torquau . 




440 


282 


Botaurus major 




455 


283 


Botaurus minor 




453 




BoUurus ftriatns 




454 




Botaurus rufus 




458 


285 


Botaurus naevius 




462 




Cancrophagus 




465 


281 JVb. 9 Italy 


Cancroph. caftaneus 


468 


ibid. 


Cancroph. rufus 




469 


281—7 


Cancroph. naevius 




471 




Cancroph. luteus 




472 


281 — 8 luly 


Vtridifi Bclgica 


nova 




HoUand 


Ardea alba 


Sco. No 


. 127 


Camiola 


XXIV Tantaius Falcinellus 


Lin* 


241 


295 Germany 


XXV Numnius Danicus 


novttsP 




Denmark 


Paflcrinus 


novus 




Holland 


- 






XXVI 



6^9 



XXVI Salofax Fafct 

Aaftralis 



APPENDIX 

mi. oru. 

Lin. 245 

Sco. No. 94 

Lin. 24S 



Place. 
Carniola 



XXVII TringM Gambctta 
Striata ? 
Calidris 
Helvetica 
Varia 

Totanus naevias Bnf, V. 200 
Cinclus torquatus 216 

Calidris grifea 253 

Calidris naevia 229 

Bononienits major no 

Erythropus Sco. N$. 146 

Undata 

XXVin Pratincola Krameria 



BruH.^^ I S3 

Kramer 381 L. 345 Jk&. 12 Auflria 



XXIX Cbaradrius Alexandrinus 
Apricarias 

Lateus 

XXX Gallimtla Grinetta 
Serica 
Major 
Porphyrio 



£/«• 



m<uus 



«53 

2J4 



WiLorn. 315 
ihid. 

Balearicus mwa 



France 

luty 
ihid. 

Minorca 



VI. P E D I B U S P I N N A T I S. 

WITH FINNED FEET. 
XXXI Phalaropus Platyrhynchui Srunnict No. 172 North 



VII. 



APPENDIX. 



U9 



VII. PEDIBUS PALMATIS. 



WITH WEBBED FEET, 






. 




fTil. i 


WW. /^Asr^. 


XXXII Pbaniupurus 


Ruber 


Lin. 230 


320 


S. of France 


XXXIII Corrira 


Longipes 


Rmijyn. 118 


231 


Italy 


XXXIV Mergus 


Caftor 










iEthiops 


^C9p. No. 90 




CarnioU 


XXXV Lotus 


Albas 


Sccp.N§. 106 




Hid. 




MeruliniM 


108 




ihid. 




Bicolor 


no 




ibid. 


XXXVI Stema 


Cinerea 

Nsvia 


Brif.Vl. 220 
216 






XXXVII JnoM 


Niveos (aafer) 


^rj^IV. 228 




North 




Mofcovidcus ? 


277 


360 






Spedabilis 


Lin* 195 




North 




Glaucion 


201 


567 






Hiftrionica 


204 




Nortk 




Mufcaria 


Raiijyn, 146 


375 






Ferroenfis 


BriJf.Wh^eS' 




Ferroe ifle$ 




Subterraaea 


Sc9p. No. 83 




Carniola 




Cinerea 


K.^^iNo. 14 




Auftria 


XXXVUI Pekamms 


Onocrotahi9 


£^r. tic 


3^7 


Danube, Po. 
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CLASS III. REPTILIA. 



REPTILES. 





% 


PEE 
With 


1 A T A: 

F B » T. ■ 


Place. 


Rana 


Bombina 


Lin. 


3SS 


Sweden 




Arborca 




357 Raiijyn. qua. 


251 Germany 


Lacerta 


Cbamseleon 


Lin. 


364 Raiijyn. qua. 


276 S. of Europe 




Saiamandra 




37 « 


273 ibid. 




Orbicularis 




36s 


264 Naples 




Marmorata 




36S 


S. of Europe 




Aurata 




ihid. 


ihid. 




Umbra? 




a67 


ihid. 




Seps 




36s 


ihid. 




Chalcide» 




l^^ Raiijyn. fua. 


ZJl ihid. 


reftudo 


Corticata 


Kendtl. piji. 


445 


MediterroHean 




Orbicttlaris 


Lin. 


351 


S. of Europe 




Grsca 




352 Raiijyn. qua. 


253 ihid. 




Lutaria 




ihid. 


254 ibid. 



•• A P O D I 

Without Fbbt, 



A. 



Sirptntu Anguis MJcuiafH, Fliniilih.xxix.c. 4. RMiJyn. qua. 291 Italy 

Coluber Cherfca Lin. 377 JFulf. BoruJjT. 10 Sweden 

Afpis Lin. 378 Strom. Sondm. 193 Fr. Norway 

Jaculu* Wulff. Boruff. 13 Pruffia 

CNDiEX. 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 

T O 

BRITISH ZOOLOGY. 

[To be infcrted immediately before the Index of Birds.] 



VOL. I. Page 240- 
OF COCK-FIGHTING. 

COME account of the barbarous cuftom of Cock-fighting, fo 
frequent, till of late years, a favorite amufemenc among fome 
of all ranks in this kingdom, will be no improper appendage to 
the hiftory of our donneftic birds. 

If it can be any apology for fo cruel a divcrfion, we may plead 
that it was in ufc among the moft polite people of antiquity : 
firft invented, in all probability, by the Atbeniansy and borrowed 
from them by other nations, in particular by the Romans, who 
introduced it into our iflands. 

At Athens was an annual fcaflr, attended with Cock-fighting, 
inftituted by Themiftocles in honor of the birds from whofe fight- 
ing he received an omen of his fuccefs againfl the Perjians. He 
obfervcd, that thefe birds fought for mere glory 5 neither for the 
gods of their country, nor tombs of their anccftors, nor yet for 

tjicir 



OF COCK-FIGHTING. 

their children : * fetting before his foldiers every motive to e36- 
citc their valor, which they had fuperior to thcfe birds. This 
feftival was ftiled Axexr^vuv ayuv; and became anniverfary. 

The Cock-pit, or Tnx/a, was in the theatre where the public 
games were exhibited, and was in form of a fquare itage, not 
round, like the modern pits. The game of Cock-f%hting lafted 
but on^ day j for originally it was confidered partly as a religious: 
and partly as a political inftitutiaa. 

But the cuftom was foon abufed, and Cock-matches grew fre- 
quent among private people. The barber Meidias and CalUas 
fought a main: thefe gentlemen were, in all probability, alfo 
celebrated Cock-feeders, or at left Quail-feeders, being called 
Of Tvyrfo^o* ; for it is certain that the antients prepared their birds 
for battle : great fums were layed on the event ; and the Lanift^y 
or Cockers, frequently totally ruined by their purfuits of the di- 
verfion f. 

The cuftom fpread foon, as is fuipefted, from Athens to Per^ 
gunius and Troas. In the firft were annual Cock-matches: and 
their neighbours, the Dardanii Troas, feem equally addiAed to 
the diverfion^ as is evident from their coins, which had on theoi 
two fighting cocks. 

On two antient gems, in the coUedion of Mn WilUam Hsmh- 
ton \y are ftrong memorials of this cuftom : oo one is a Cock, 
with his bead creft, carrying in his bill a palm-braach, in tokei> 
of viflory over another, which ftanding before with a drooping 
Ixead. On the other, arc two in the aftion of fighting, and a 

* ^liam. Vat. Eift. ii. c. 20. f C$lMmiUat lib. viii, c« 2«- 

I Jrch^ologia, vol. ill. tab« ix* 

mouic 



OF COCK-FIGHTING. 

Trtoufe above^ ruoDing away .with an ear of corn, the caufc of the 
battle: from both thefe reprefentations, ic is evident that the an* 
ticnts neither trimmed their Cocks, nor cut off their combs and 
wattles. 

Ths race of birda nooft efteeraed hy the antients, was that 
of Tanagra, a city of Bmiia^ the Ifle of Rhodes^ Chalets in Euhea, 
and the country of Media *. They preferred the larger kind, or 
what we call Shakebags, The hens of Alexandria in Egypt ^ called 
MovoSof 01, were highly valued for breeding fpirited chickens f. 

From Greece the diverfion was carried to Rome : but did not 
arrive at the heigh th of folly as it did zx. Athens. Tht Remans 
delighting more in quail fightings, as the Chinefe do at this time. 
But we are told, that the fraternal hatred between Bajfianus and 
Geta^ fons of the emperor Severus, began when they were boys, 
from a quarrel they had about their Quails and Cocks :{:. 

The Britons had poultry before the arrival of C^far, but they 
owe the barbarous cuftom of Cocking to the Romans. Yet it 
does not occur among our writers, till the time of Henry IL when 
FitZ'Stephens § mentions it as the fchool-boys diverfion on Car- 
nelevaria, or Shrove-Tuefday. Edward III. difapproved and prohi- 
bited Cock-fighting ||. But that barbarous prince Henry VIIL 
gave it fo much encouragement as to build a theatre, near TVhite^ 
bally for that purpofe, to this day known by the name of the 
Cockpit. At length Oliver Cromwell, in 1654, by a humane 
edift, fuppreffed thefe difgraceful meetings 5 which, after his time, 
revived with full fury : yet it is fome confolation, in this profli- 

• Plin. Nat. Htfi. lib. X. C^ 2U f Geofcmic. lib. xiv. c. 7* 

t Htr9dian, iii. ^ 33. $ p. 45; ^Maitland Lond^n^ u 131. 

gate 



OF COCK-FIGHTING. 

gate age, that whatfocvcr other follies flourifh, this lofes credl^, 
and drops (excepting among the dregs of the people) into the 
titmoft difrepute *. 

' * It will be injaAice not to fay, that almoft the whole of this is borrowed fron 
the . memoir on this fabjeft, by that able antiqaary the Rev. Mr. Beggt* Set 
Jlrcb4t9hgiat vol. ill. 132^ 



STOCK DOVE, or WOOD PIGEON. 

VOL. !• Page 246. 

Of the STOCK DOVE, or WOOD PIGEON. 
(Enu five vinag^. Wil. Om. 185.. 



^HIS bird has been confounded with the Wild Pigeon^ and the 
Rock Pigeon, and made the origin of the domeftic kind. I 
firft had an opportunity of correfting my error, * by feeing the 
true Stock Dove in the Leverian Mufeum^ which fatisfied me 
that Mr. TFillughbyy with great juftice> defcribed it as a diftindt 
fpecies. 

It is equal in fizc to the common kind, perhaps larger. The Sim* 

weight of a male is fourteen ounces : its extent of wing, twenty^ 
fix inches : its length> fourteen^ 

The bill is of a light red : the head, neck, and upper part of Cotou»; 
the back, of a dark grey ; the lower part, and rump, changes 
into an elegant light grey 1 the primary feathers of the wings, aFC 
dufky: coverts and fecondaries^ deep grey, marked with two 
black fpots on the exterior webs : the lower half of the exterior 
webs of the two outermoft feathers of the tail, are white : the reft, 
pinereous, with their ends black.^ 

The fides of the neck, of a variable glofly green : the breaft, of 
pale purplifli or vinaceous color : the belly cinereous : legs red. 

* Ey LiNNJius alfo, who makes it fynonymous with the Tame Pigeon* 

Sreed& 



^TOCK DOVE, or WOOD PIOEON. 

Place* Breeds in hollow Hocks of trees, and fometimes on the tops : 

from which it derives its name of Stock Dove, or fFood Pigeon : 
in oppofition to the other, which breeds in holes of rocks, fteeples, 
and towers. Thofe are refident in this kingdom : the former ge- 
nerally migratory : a few breed in the woods in Sufex, * and per- 
haps other fouthern parts of Great Britain. Their eggs have been 
hatched under taaie Pigeons ; but the young, as foon as they 
could fly, have betook themfelves to their favage ftate. Thcfc 
perch on trees : the true Wild or Rock Pigeon rarely or never. 
'It has alfo marks different: in particular the lower part of the 
back, and the rump, are never of any other color than white. 
Yet, as Pigeons are frequently feen among our tame flocks, with 
grey back and rumps, it is highly probable, that notwithftanding 
the above experiment may fometimes fail, yet both kinds may 
have contributed to flock our pigeon-houfes. 

Gentlemen who have pigeon-houfes near fomc of the lofty cliffs 
which impend over the fta, feldom preferve the pigeons in them 
the whole year : tempted by food, they will vifit and continue 
fometime in the houfe, but ufually fly to the rocks to breed. 
MicaATioN. The Stock Doves migrate into the fouth of England, in great 

multitudes, in November j and while the beech woods were fuf- 
fered to cover large trafts of ground, came in myriads, reaching 
in firings of a mik in length, when they went in the morning to 
feed. They retire in the fpring : I fuppofe into Sweden -, for Mr. 
Ekmark makes their retreat from that kingdom coincide with dw 
time of their appearance here. 

* Mr. Latham Rivitt, 

VOL. 



OREY WHEAT^All. 

VOL. L Fage 325. 
GREY WHEATEAR. 

Cttl blanc gris, hriffw iii. 552* tab. xxi«. 



A Bird of this fpecics was fhot near Uitbridge. 

The crown and back were of a tawny brown ; the under 
fide of the neck, of a dull brownifh yellow : from bill to eye 
pailed an obfcure dufky line. Quil feathers and fecondaries black> 
edged with tawny and white : tail, like the common Wheat-Ear^ 
but the edges were marked with pale tawny. 

In the LiNNiCAN Syfim^ p. 332. it is nwdc a variety of the cont- 
mon Wheat-Ear. 



VOL. II. Page 486. 

^RANSFER to the Griy-lao Goosi, p. 482, all the ^no^yn» 
prefixed^ by miftake> to the Bzan Goo»» 
9 



SULA. GREEN COD. 



VOL. 11. Page 525. 

Stjf.A» 'T^HIS variety of the Gannet was fent to me in Jugufi 

1779, by Hi^b StodaNj efq; of Treganwyy in Caernarvon/hire. 
I do not recolleft th^t it has been obfcrved in Europe fince the 
days of Dr. Hoiery a phyfician 2Lt Bergen, who procured it from 
the Ferroe IJles, and fent it to his friend Clufius. It l)(as fince been 
feen frequently in Falkland IJland, and in the South Seas/ efpecialljr 
on the coafts of New Holland and New Zealand. Seamen call k 
die Port Egmont Hen. 

This bird differs from the common Gannet only in thofe par- 
ticulars : in having fome of the fecondarics feathers black; and 
the middle feathers of the tail of the fame color : whereas both^ 
in the common fort> arc entirely white. 



VOL. III. Page 168. 
GENUS COD. 

Gadus virens^ Lin. Sjft. 438. Faun. Snec, N"* 309. 

Grcin. ^HE Green Cod-Fifh is beardlefs ; fmooth, of a duflcy green 
on the back ; agd filvery in every other part: jaws, of equal 
lengths: fide line, ftrait : tail forked. 

I WAS favored by Sir John Culluniy bart. with the notice of this 
fpecies being Britijh 5 he obferved numbers of them which had been 
taken in the German ocean j none exceeded fevcn inches in length, 
LiNNiEus does not attribute to them a greater fize than that of 
a Perch. 
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A. 

ABERDAVINE, - ^^o- 

Acantbis, what fuppofed to be, - - - ' *^+- 

J56/W, his (difti of finging birds, - - - " 55- 

Agqfaus, Agajfeus, what dogs, • - - - - S^- 

Jmirica^ no rats there originally, ... - - 102. 

Anacretm, mentions the carrier pigeon, . - • - aS<>- 

Jpodes, oiAriftotky " » '^ 7» 

*rfW<2/?^, his account of the carrier pigeon, - - " ^4^ 

Arifiophams^ mentions the ufe failors made of the flight of birds, ^^%* 

Afs, - - - - 

not originally a native of Britaiti, - - - '*' 

Afierioh what bird, - - - • * 359* 

Attagas Of Attageny yftYiZthiri^ - - . - - 37 *• 

Avic, the greater, or Penguin^ - - - * 4-27» 

common or Raxor-till, - * * " ^ ^* 

black-biUed, - - - - * 430. 



435- 



AVOSET, - - - ^ ' 

4 O 2 *• 



652 INDEX. 

B. 

BADGERt - - - - - , 71. 

Barley bird or Silkin* , - - - - • 289. 

Barrington, the Honourable Dai nes, of the fmall birds of flight by, 552. 

I Effay on finging birds by^ ... ^61. 

if^ Iile» number of birds on, • - . . -.520^ 

Bat, great, - -- -- -I28* 

■ long-eared, - - - - - - 129. 

— — horie-fhoe, - - ... - i^/y. 

— common, - -. - - - I30« 

— a tame one, - - ' - - - 131. 
Bears, once found in BritaiM^ .... 6^. 

• Beaver, nowextinft, - - - - - 86.. 

BeUuf the firft traveller who made remarks in natural htftoiy, • - 216* 

Bernacle, ...... 488. 

JBi/bn Scoticus, - - - - - 19. 

Bittern, ..-.-- 35^. 

»' the Afttrioi of the antients, ... 3^^. 
■I the little^ - - ... 360. 537. 

Black-bird, ..... 262. 

Black-cap, - - • - - 316. 

Black-cock, a;/^Grous. . - . . . 

— — — — fpotted, - .... 228, 

Blood-hound, its nfe, - - - - - £i. 

BooMceOf her ufe of the hare, • - - - i^ 91. 

Boar, wild, once found in England^ - - - 49. 

Bots, what, - - - - - - 10. 

BrambUng^ - ...--. 286. 

Brawn, a diih peculiar to England^ - - - - 47. 

• Brent goofe, - • - - - - 490^ 
Britaim, its natural advantages, ... Pri/kct. 
Bruei^ Bdtrt K. of Scotland faved from a wild bull, - - 19. 

Bttck^ 
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'Btick, or fallow-deer, - - - . - 35. 39, 

Bol£ncli, - -* . - - . • 271^ 

Bulls, wild, -- - -^. ^ . 19. 

Bunting, common, - - - - - 275. 

' ydlow, - . « - . . 276. 

— reed, ... - - 277, 

■ tawny, - - - - - 278. 

' fnow, - - - - - 279. 

■ — — its migration, - - - 280. 



mountain, - - - - 281, 

Bustard, great, - . - - - 241. 

— — — lefler, - - - - : 243. 

— thick- kneed, - - • - - 244. 
Butcher-bird, 'vide Shrikb. 

.-_^— — left, vide biordidTiTUOVt^* ... 

Buzzard, bald, or Ofprcy, - - - - - 153. 

■ honey, - - • - - 162. 

common, • - * - - i6o, 

— — moor, - - - - - 163. 

fpptted, ..... 161. 



C 



Cagmagy what - •• - - - - 484. 

Canary bird, - - - - - 294. 
CapircahUf vide cock of the wood* 

Carrier-pigeon, its ufes, - - - - 248. 

Cat, domeftic, - - - - - 69, 

■■ its value formerly, - - - - 70. 

-— - odd penalty for ftealing the Princess, - . - 70. 

•— — wild, • - ' ^ ^ 6f. 

CataraSa or Skua^ ..... ^3^ 

a name applied to the gannet, - - - 524. 

Cattle, 
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INDEX 

C»ttlf, wild ftUl.in Britain, - - - - "» '»• 

Cavalry, Sritifi, refpeaable, - - - * " 3* 

. , fooT StaXt of ia Qaeea ^li»aieth*s dmt, - - 7- 

: nameroiuinthetimeofKlngf/^^*, - " '^'^ 

(Uffius, ffdlj - - - ■ . - ^' 

Chaffinch, -. - t • " ■ ** 

Cbariote, fcyAed, of jhe Brilmnt, - • * 4- 

• -% 200* 

Chatterer^ waxen, - - 

Ch^efc, not made by the Britaint, - - ' ' • 

CbenaUpeXf - " * " " q * 

ChenercteSf - - * " . " ^ ^* 

Ci&«iy Cittff/^ the ftory not improbable, - - - 37* 

Childirs, a horfe, his fpced, - ^ - " " . ** 
X^uffOfjinfi^ of Jrtfiotk, - - " 

Churn owl, - - • " " . 35'* 

Cloven footed water fowl, " " ' " ^^^* 

Coaches, when firft ufcd in England^ , - . - " 7- 

qi3!Cfc, commoq, or poultry, , - . - . " ^ " *27* 
^m-wrr wild only in /«4*^» 

" 220 

«i.^ifi^ the black or grous, - - * 

— of the wood, - - - - • 3- 
Coddy moddy gull, - - " " -*53- 
Or«i/& chough, - - • * ' * ^ ' 
tarrock, - - " * ^^^ 

C^rmxoiFhgih ----- - *,.'»!• 

C<Httitry Gentlemen, the ftady of natural hiftory recommended to, Frtfm. 

Coldiinch, or pied Flycatcher, - '^ " ^7« 
Cdemoufe, - . - ^ 
Coot, common, - - " * 
*n-^ great, - - • 
Cfiraclcs, or leather* boats, - < - 

CORVORANT, - - " ' , 

its voracioufncfs, - " " ^ * 

' _ Satan faid by Milm to havcafiiiiipd tfaa Ibcn of thi* bkd^ i^ 

Crake, , 
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Crtkei or land rail, - - - - - 4*^* 

Crane, - - - *« • - S34^ 

Creeper, - - - - * 221. 

Crofsbill, . . ^ . . t7<N 

Crow, .-..-• 187* 

■ ' ■■ carrion, . * - - • i88» 
■■ "koyfton^ or hooded, • - • - tpt* 
■■■ ' ■ ■ red legged, - ^ - - - • 196^ 
Cuckoo, - . - - - 199, 

why a name of reproach, • •• • 2ai. 

Curlew, - - - - • 3^*- 

■ ftone, - - - - * 244* 
CypfeUh Plinii, . - . . * 467. 
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DeoDys, an account of, - 


tm 


5«». 


Deer, fallow, or buck. 


- 


W. 39^ 


Didapper, or little grebe. 


- 


4«3* 


Diver, northern, • - - 


- 


440» 




- 


441. 


. fpeckled. 


- 


44*. 




- 


443- 




- 


444- 


Divinity, how far natural hiftory may promote the end of. 


Pre/ac0t 


Docking of horfes, an abfurd caftom. 


- 


9, 


Dog, .... 


- 


49. 


.; fetting, - . - 


- 


55- 


lap. 


• 


• 56. 


•^— r fhepherd's, - ^ . 


- 


ibid. 


— — Englifof in high efteem with the Rcmansy 


- 


57- 


Dormouse, ... 


- 


98. 


Dottrel, 


" 


401, 
Dove, 
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Dove, tartle^ 

ring, 

-^— Greenlantlj 

DUCK» 

■ wild and ame, - 

' Eider ^ 

• velvet, 

■ fcoter, 

■ ■ ferrugiaoas, 

■ morilloni or grey headed, 
tufted, 

■ fcaap, 
■■ pintail. 
Duck, long tailed, 

■ i bimaculated. 

Ducks, wild, vaft drivings formerly. 
Dun-bird, the female pochard, 
Don-diver, or /emale goofiinder^ 

■ oricrnla. 
Dunlin, 



Pate 
252. 
251. 

438. 
474- 
500. 
491. 

-493- 
494- 
509. 
498. 

495- 
496. 

506. 
507. 
510. 
504. 
5o«. 
470. 
471. 
39^ 



E. 



Eagle, golden^ 

■ ■ - ringtail or black, 

■ fea. 

Eagles carry away children, 

• their longevity, 

Edgar f king, his advice to the clergy, 

■ - did not extirpate wolves out of ITaUsf 
Egret, 

Eider duck, . . ^ 

ISj^famva 4^a9^ o£ Strain 



141. 

«45- 
146. 

H3- 
144. 

38. 

536. 
491. 

Elk. 
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Elk, or wild Avran, .... ^y^. 

Bmbergoofe, - - - • - • 441* 

Mpcfi of OviJf - - - - . - aio. ^ 

Ermine, ...--• 81. 

— *— -— how taken in LtipIoHd and Siberia, - - 82. 

Erne, or cimreout Eagle, - • . - . 149, 



Falcon, peregrine, - - - - - . 156, 

grey, - - - . - 153. 

gcntil, - - - - - ' 154. 

' roaghjcgged, - - - ' - 529. 

I fpottcd, . - . - . 161, 

Palconry, - - - - - - 150, 

fallow deer, the fpotted, • - - " - 39, 

— — deep brown, - ^ .. . ^/y. 

fallow fmich, pr wheat* ear, - - - - .324* 

feather trade, • . . - . 484. 

fern owl, . - - . . ^^i^ 

ferret, originally of ^iV^, - * - - ^ • . 76. 

will produce with the polecat, - w . ^^^ 

ferruginous dack^ - - - "" . " 5^* 

fieldfare, * - - - - 258. 

fiNCH, -..•-*- 282. 

f infootcd water fowl, - - - - 4L3. 

fitchet, ---••- 74. 

flight, fmall birds of - '- - - 552. 

Flycatcher, fpotted^ . . . ^ 296. 

— — — — pied, .... 297. 
Fogs, apology for thofe of J?nVa/ff, - - • , 15. 

Fortunate IJks^ fiunoui for birds, ... 294* 

Vol. JL 4 P Fox, 



658 INDEX. 

Fox, ... . . - 59. 

— — will produce with the dog kind, • - - 60, 

varieties of, - . • • - 62. 

Fnfnoj^ his obfervatioB, - - - • Prrfaet^ 

Fnijfarty his ftory of a greyhound, - . • 54* 

Fulmar, its ufes in the iflc of St. KiUa^ • . r ■ 4^3- 



G. 



Gadwal or grey, - - - - -511. 

Gallinule, fpotted, - - - - 4^» 

crake, . . - • 41a, 

— — — — common, - - - -^411'. 

Gambet, - • . . - 391* 

Gannet, - - - - • -51 8» 

its ufes to the inhabitants of St. Kilda^ - • 521* 

— — Dr. W. Harwy^ his elegant account of thefc birds, - ' 520. 

Garganey, - - . • - - - 5i2» 

Geefe, tame, how often plucked, ... 483^ 

Goat, ...*-- 30. 

— - ITir/fi^,' the largeft, ... . - ju 

■ its milk medicinal,. - - - - - 32, 

Goatsucker, . - - - - 351. 

Godwit, ----- 370. 

not the Atiagas - - - - - 37 »• 

■ cinereous, " - - - " • Zl^" 

■ red^ .... - 373. 
— — Cambridge f - • - -^ - VJl* 

' the leffcr, -.-*-- 374. 

Golden-eye, - - - - - 497^ 

Goldfinch,. ..... - 282. 

not the Jcofithis, - * - - 284* 

Goofander, 
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Goofaiider, 
Goofcy wild, 
■ bean. 



Grey-lag, 



origin of the common tame. 



■ the brent, 

■ the rat or road, 
' white-fronted, 
GoAiawk, 

GnEBB, tippet, 

*■■■ great creHed, 

■■ its floating neft, 

" of Gefie*va, our grebe, 

■ ■ eared, 
•*-^— duiky, 

little or dobchick, 

— — » ■ its fingular neft, 

— - black<chin. 

Greenfinch, 

Greeufhank, 

Greyhound, 

Grey-headed duck. 

Grosbeak, haw, 

I pine, 

. ■ crofs-billed, 

■ green, 
Grovs, wood, 

m~>> ■■ " black, 

■ white or ptarmigan. 



Guillemot, fooKfh, 
■ ■ > lefler, 
black. 
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469. 
4B6. 
486. 
482. 

483. 
490. 
ibid, 
487. 

»57- 
418. 
419. 
400. 
ibid, 
4«i. 
4SX. 

. 4*4- 
ibid. 

37S' 

53- 

49*> 

a6». 

a6g. 
270. 
273. 

«a3' 

229. 
237. 
436. 
437- 
438' 
Gonicii- 
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Guinea^hen, ••«••• 23R. 

GuLLy black -backed • . « • • 445-. 

' Skua, . . . . . 446. 

_-.— — — . its fiercenefs, . . . • 447. 

' black-toed, ..... 449. 

■ ardlic, . ^ • . • • . 450. 

" herring, . • . . . • 451. 

■ wagcl, . . . . 452. 

' winter, . . . • •455* 

' . ■ common, . • • . • 454* 

'■ . ■ Kitdwake, . ... i6iV, 

' black«head, ..... 456. 

■ ' brown, . . . • . . 49^. 

f cloven-footed^ . • • • • 46r. 

'■ ' ■ Mr. yehn/on^s^ • • . • •414. 

Gyrfalcon, . • « • • • « 155^. 



H. 

jHkZrytfff of th< ancients^ • • . • ^ 21 u 

I '«— days, what, • • ... 214. 

ifa&^t0s, • • • . • • 146. 

JHare, cominon, «..«.. • . B&. 



- alpine» . • • . . . 92, 

■ a food forbidden to the Britainr, . • .91. 

Hawfinch^ • • > ^ • - 2hSL 

Hawks, the Welcb^ • • ... • 171* 



■■ fubjeS to change their coIo£3, « • . .156. 

■■ warrant for the King's, ... • 55.0. 
Hedge-hog, midt U r c h i jf . 

Hedge-fparrow, . • • • ** 31 8* 

Hen-harrier, • • • . • « 164. 

Mfriert, Lord, his cenfore of races» • • ^ • 6. 

Heron> 
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Ha RON, common^ « • • • 

■ white, 

' nefb of, numeroas in on« tree, 

HimoHtopuSy • . • . 

Hinds, milch, kept by a Countefs of Cheftefy 

Hobby, • , • % • 

Hog, • • • • • 

■ not an nndiftinguiihing feeder, 
— — its parts finely adapted to its way of life, 
»«— — ufed as a beaft of draught. 

Hoofed quAJ)RUPBDS, domeftic, why, . • 

Hoopoe, * • 

■■ believed by the vulgar to portend war. 

Hooper, or wild fwan • 

Horns foiSl, • • • * 

Horse, Britijb^ • • • • 

' Arabian^ . . ' . 

•I" PtTjitttif * • * • « 

■ Ethiopian and JEgypHan, . • 

■ its fwiftnefs, • 

I fbength, • « • « 

— -— Spanifi^ when firft introdaced^ » > 

■ numbers, * . . • • 

■ natural hiHory and ofes, • • 
Hunting, Engh^ very fond of, 

Hufbandry or rural ceconomy, how far uidebted to Zoology^ 
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355- 
360. 

35^. 

400. 

. 40. 

167. 
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46. 

ibid. 
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219. 

220. 

474- 

43- 

r» 

541- 
546. 
ibid. 
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36- 
Preface. 



Jackdaw, 
Jackfnipe^ 
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38a, 

JeuMJ 
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^amej I. his pafilon for hunting, 

■ ' his combat of the lion and Britijh dogs. 
Jay, • . • . 

Imber, 
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40. 
56. 

441- 



Keftrel, 
Kingfisher, 



the Halcyon of the ancients, 
the mute Halcyon of Ariftotle^ 
its neft, • • 



Kite, 

«— - art officering taken from, 

kittiwake. Gull, 

Knot, 

•— — ukeA in nets^ 



166. 

2IO. 
211. 

158. 
159. 
4S4- 

387. 
388* 
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LagopuSf • » • • 

■'■ altera of PUwf^ uncertain what bird, • 

Lanner, • • • • * 

Lanthorns, when invented, 

Lapland^ the great rendezvous of water-fowl during fummer. 
Lapwing, • • • « • 

I taken in nets, - • • # 

Lark, iky, • • « • 

wood, • • • • 

■ ■ tit, • • • • 
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230* 

'55- 
21. 

6l2. 

381. 
382^ 
298. 
300. 

Lark» 




1 N D E X» 663 

* i « « • • 303. 

* • « « • <^fV. 

♦ • 4 . • 304. 

« * « • • 322. 

Latax oi JrifiotU^ , . , , . g6, 

Lawlian, a fort of ihrew> - • • « « in. 

Lionet^ • • • • • , 290. 

-i— rcd-hcaded, . . ^ . , ^91, 

■ ■ lefs red-headed^ • . ^ * 29a, 

£0«^Mr» quantity of cattle confamed there, . « ,^ • 17, 

Loon, <y/ViP grebe, . ♦ * . . 418. 

Lucmi, defcribes the Corack, ^ « « • 20. 



M* 



Magpie, «^ ♦ • •• «■ 19^ 

Mallard, ««•#•.» 500* 

Martin (beaH) • • • • . y6. 

- pine, . # . • ^ 78, 

. numerous in JVi^r/i^ America^ • ^ '79* 

Martin (bird) . • # . • 338. 

. black or fwift, • • • • 540. 

1 fandy • • * ♦ • • ' • 339* 

Maftiff, Britijh, trained for war, • t . 58. 

Maftiffsy three overcome a lion, • « • 56. 

MaundevilUy Sir y^j^/fy his account of the carrier pigeon,. • 248. 

MekagrUeSf the Guinea hens, • • • » 238. 

Menagery, royal, • « « • r 66. 

Merganser, ••«••• 469. 

I red breaftcd, ^ «. «. • 471. 

Mbrganseii^ 
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INDEX. 

Merganser, red headed, • 

Merlin, - • •• %i % 

Mew, winter, • • « . 

Migration of fwallows, . • • 

■ ■ of Bn'tijh birds in general, ; 
Milton^ his fine image of the ikylark, 

■ * elegant defcripcion of the nightingale's fong^ 
• ' beautiful and natural defcription of the fwan, 

Mtflel throfh, 

-' the largeft bird that fings, • 

Mole, . » . • 

Moor-hen^ . . . . 

Moofe-deer, horns foflile of a fpacies now anknown, * 

Morfe, fufpedted to bfe Britijh^ » . 

Moifflon^ mufimom^ a fort of iheep, ■• • # 

Moufe, long tailed field, 

■■ fliort tailed, 

— ^— - common, • • • 

— — - harveft, . • 

Mule^ . . • • 

■■ ■ - errors in breaking, * • * 



473- 

4S3- 
342. 
601. 
299. 
310. 
476. 
256. 
257. 

112. 
411. 

43- 
126. 

105. 

109. 

108. 

107. 
13- 
>4* 



N, 



Ifevellt Archbiihop, his great feaft. 
Nightingale, • • . . 

' P/r'fff's beautiful defcription of its foAg, 
Nornjoay rat, or brown. 
Nutcracker, 
Nuthatch, ,. 
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OlSTERCATCHBR, . • • • • 

Offiah*s dercription of the beagle. 

Oriole, . . • • • • 

Orpheus f his foul faid to have tranfmigrated into the body of a fwan, 
OCprejf •••••• 

Otter, . • . . . 

■ coniidered as a fi(h by the CartJbufians, • • 

■ fea» of Sir ^. SibbaUf • • • < 
O'vidj his account of the bat, . • • • 

of the hoopoe 
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, ring, or rock. 




- water. 
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Owl, 


eagle. 
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tawny. 
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Painter, his merit (bunded on his knowledge of nature> 
Pardalis of Ariftotkt 
Parks, numerous in EnglanJ, 
Partridge, • . . . 

^*— — - white, or twbite Gaovs, 
Vol. II. 4 Q. 
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Pafturagc, richncfs of the ^r;///^ and /ri}^, - - - '6. 

Peacocky an InJian bird, ... - 236. 

P^»^a/«, the great auk, - - - • A^7* 

Penhtbogydd^ or chief falconer of the Welch courts - - 1 7 < • 

Petrel, . - - - - 4^5- 

— — its faculty of (pouting oil/ ... ihid. 

■ " ' ■ ftormy, - ' - - - - 4^6. 

Pettychaps, - - • - - 3>7- 

Pewit, or Lapwing, - - - - 3*'- 

-T-—- gulf, its former value, - . . - 456. 

pHALAROPE, grey, - - - " 4'3' 

; red, - - - - 4H- 



Pheafant, not originally Britijhy - - - 238. 

fea, ... - - S^^ 

Pie, fea, . . - - - - ^ 4oS- 

Pigeon, common, • - • - - 246. 

■ carrier, its ufcs, • - ' - - 248. 

Pintail duck, - * - • ' - ' . - 5®^» 

Plover, golden, - * - '.* - ^ - • 399- 

ringed, - - • * . - 403, 

long-legged, - - - - 400. 

Norfolk^ wdt buflard, ... 244. 

Tochard* ' - - - - - S^^* 

Toetry, can fcarcely exifl without the aid of natural hiftory„ - Preface. 

Pole-cat, or Pitchet, * - - - - 74- 

— faid to produce with the ferret, - - - 75. 

Poultry, common, introduced by the Phcenicians^ - - 237. 

Procurator Cynegti^ what, ... - 57. 

Provifions, what animals ufed as, by the old EngUJh, - - 616. 

Ptarmigan, or white grous, - - - - 23'* 

Puffin, - - - - - • 431- 

——- its natural affedUon, - - - - 433» 

■■■ ■ ■ ancient method of taking, - - - 434* 

Puffin^ 
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Puffin, Manitt, - - - . - > 4^55 

Purrc, - - - - - - ^'^'J^ 



Quadrupeds, digitated, - " - - - 49 

. ^. hoofed, . - - - - • > 

.«—_———. pinnated, - - - - ''9 



■ »■ ■> winged. 
Quail, 
Queeft, 
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water. 



128. 
234. 



Rabbet, •.---- 93- 

_ its vaft fruitfttlnefs, - - - - »*''• 

Races, account of, • - - - • 5* 

Rail, water, . - - - - 4^7- 

— land, or crake, • - - • 4"0' 

Rams, great price of, • - - - ^^\ 

Rat, black, - - - - " >«>o- 

^- — ► brown, or Norway ^ - - - " '02» 

•— of uncertain origin, - - - - '^'^* 
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catcher, the king's, - - • - >0'; 

Raven, - - - - . - 187. 

Razor-bill, or auk, - - - ' 429* 

great fize of its egg, ... ibid. 

Red-breaft, - - - - - SH- 

, «.- endeared to children by the old fong, the babes in the wood, 315. 

Red-game, <vide grous, 

4 Qjz Redfliank, 
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S6dihank> - • • • . W 376* 

*'■ ' ■ thefpotted, • - .. - 377. 

Rcd-ftart, - - - - - 313. 

Red-wing, - - - - - 261. 

— fore-runner of woodcocks, - ' - • 367. 

Reed-banting, . . • . - 277. 

finger, the engraver, his merit, - • - - Frefact. 

Ring-dove, - . - - *. • 251. 

Ring-oazel, - ^ . . « 263.. 

Ring-tail, or black eagle, - - - - 165. 

Rock-ouzel, , , . . . 263, 

Roe-buck, . - - - - - 41. 

Roller, - - - - . -. ' 530. 

Rook, the Corpus oi Virgil, • • . «. 1^^ 

RoyftonCTOW, -•-.•. ipj. 

Ruff and reeve, ..... 38^ 

>■ how fattened, - • ^ • 386. 



'Sailderling, • - . • ^ 40^ 

'dand-fwallow,. - • . - -^ 33p. 

'Sandpiper, - - . - " - 381^ 

' gwy» . - - - ' . - - 383- 

— — — aih-colored, - - . - 388* 

brown, - - ... 38^. 

' fpottcd, • . - ' - ibid^ 

— — — black, .... 3po, 

' UebriJal, - - . - 3^2. 
green, - - . • 393. 

■ red, • - . . . 394^ 

— — — Aberdeen^ - . - - ihid. 



common, • • • -. 39 j^ 

Sand-^ 
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S^NDPiPBK Uttle^ . . • « 3p8. 

Scarecrow, • - . ' • . 461. 

Scaup-duck, « . • . • 4^6. 

Scoter, .-.-.. 494. 
Sea-fowl, their harfli note, « - - ^ , 454. 

Sea-lark, or ringed plover, « - - • 403, 

— pie, or OisTBRCAtcHBa, • • « ^j. 
SiAL, great, - - • - * 119. 
1 1 cofnBioii • - • ^ ,. izOa 
-— once nfed at great feafta a8 food, • « '«• 123. 

— how token in C«/^lc/J, - - ,. 124. 
SfTuJa, - - - ^ • 47,. 
Shag, - • - • • 517. 
Shaw, Rev. Dr. his culoge, . . ^ ^,g^ 
Shear water, - • • - ^^^ 
Sheep, - • • - •• ;B3» 

of Hiria or St. KiUa, «, * • •» 26. 

> trepanning of> • ■ • «. 2^. 

Shieldrake,. -.*.•• 4^^^ 

_^ probably the Cbtutdofex Plimip. • • ^ joo* 

Shoveler, • - • • • jq^ 

— red breafted, - . . . ^ ^o^^ 

Shrbw, fetid, - - - - - 110. 

■ I water, - - - * iii. 

Shrikb, great, - - • • . • 182. 

m. red backed, • • - - 184. 

SiUuj Jtalicut, his fine defcription of the fwan, .... 477, 

— *— his account of the Halcyw^ ... 215, 

Silk-tail, . . - . - 266. 

Singing birds, Efiay on, by the Honourable Daikbs Barbington,, 561. 

■11 their great emulation, - • . ^^7, 

vaft power of voice, ... mj^ 

Silkin, ... - ^ .r - 289. 

Skua, ..•-•- 446. 

Sly goofe, the ihieldrake,. - ' • * 499. 

Smew, 
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Pige 
Smew, . - . - - - 472. 

Snipe, ...... 365. 

■ common^ - . - - -" 378. 



• great, - . . - . 37^. 

jack, - . . . . 3go. 

Soland goofe, - • - . • ^ig. 

Spain f probably the winter refort of fome of oar fmall birds of paflage^ 607. 

Sparrow, - . - . . ^37^ 

' tree, . . ... jgg. 

Sparrow ha wky • • . - - i6g. 

Spoon bill, ..... ^3g^ 

Squirrel, . . ' - - . gS. 

Stag, . . . . . . ' 3^. 

■ where now found wild, - . . m ^2* 

■ Irijht formerly fmall with great horns, - • 30. 
.— ^ fevere punifhment for killing, -» - - 48. 
Stare, - - .- . - 254. 
Star (hot, or Star gelly, what, . . • -^. 453* 
Statiusy his account of the HalcfmC% neft, - • « 420, 
Stint, or purr, - . . . . ^^^ 
Stoat, - . . - . - g,. 
— — the ermine, when white, • . - • - 82. 
Stone, horfes fubjeA to, • - - - lo. 
Stone chatter, ..... 327. 
Stone curlew, . . • • . 244. 
Stoparolay - . • . . zgG* 
Storm finch, or petrel, .... 455. 
Superfxtation, hares (aid to be fubje^ to, - • . ^, 
Swallow, ..... 335^ 

' difappearance of, - - - . 342. 

•«—— found during winter in a torpid ftate, • • 34^. 

■ fea, v/^Tern, 

Swan, wild, . - • . . 474^ 

Swan, 
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Swan^ tame, - • - - - 476, 

— • paniibinent for killing, - - - 70. 

— — in high efteem formerly, . . • 477. 

— facred to Jpoiio and the Mnfes^ - - . . /^/V/. 

— finging before its death, - - - - 48 1 . 
Suppofed origin of that fable> - - - 479. 
Swift, - - - - - -p 340. 



T. 



Tarrock, - - - - * - 455, 
Taurofihems fends advice of his fuecefs in the Olympic games by a pigeon, 250. 

Teal, - - - - - . . 513. 

— — fammer, ^ - • - • 514. 

Tern, the great, - ^ . • ^ ^j^, 

— — leffcr, . ^ . . • 460^ 

■ black, • - • - • 461. 

7'i&#orr/V»/, his account of the ffo/rir^igr, • - • 213, 

Thom/on^ the naturalift's poet, ... 2^7, 

Throftic, .... - 260. 

Thrush, - - • - - 256. 

Titlark, .-.-•- 302, 

Titmouse, great, - - - • . 330. 

■ I blue, - - - - - 331- 

■ I cole, . - . • . 332. 

' marih, - • • . • ibidn 

■ long-t^led, • • • - 333. 
■ - bearded, . - - - 335. 

Tringa^ <vide fandpipers. 

Tufted duck, - - - - - 495* 

Tnrky, an American bird, . • • - 240. 

Tumbuttp a furname, whence derived, - • - 19. 

Tttrnftone, 
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Turnftotic, - . - . . 3^,, 

T«rde, ,5,. 

' ^«^» • - - . • 438. 

Twite, -•-.•- 293, 



Velvet duck, . • .^ , . ^^3^ 

Venifon, falted for ufc, - - • . ,3, 

/7rff7'scclebrated/«/i;fofthcnightbgalc, - . 312. 

FiHIia navigia^ what . • . . 20. 

Urchiw, . . . , . „^^ 

" its great patience under torture, - • . 1 17, 

^^' • 19. 
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Wagel Cormjb^ 
Wagtail, white. 



45a. 

305. 
——yellow, . - - • - 306, 

^g«7» • - - . . 307, 

Warblers, - - • . • -qj^ 

hedge, . . . ^ 3,g. 

yellow,^ - . . . 3,^^ 

^^^^^. - - . - • 320* 

golden-crefted, .... ,-^//, 

fedge. 



grafshopper, 
Dartford, 



329. 



Wapiejftuy t great American deer, . . . ^^ 

Water-ouzcl 
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rage 

Wtter-ousel, -» - - - - - 264. 

Watcr.he», - - • - • - 411. 

Water-ra^ . . ^ - - - - 104. 

Webbed-fcotcd water-fowl, . - - - - . • 4*5- 

WttESEL^ - - - - -• • 74» 

■ common, - - - - - 79* 

■ coot, . . - . - - 473* 
^^/fi& names of birds, ^ • . • • 620. 
Wheat-ear, • - - - - - - 3*4» 

Whimbrel, •.---- S^S* 

Whinchat, - ' - - - - - 3*^- 

White-throat, - - - - - " S*^- 

Wigcon, - - . • - - - 509- 

Winter mew, - - " ' . ' " ^^^* 

Wolf, - - ... * - .62. 

-**-. when extirpated, . • . - - 6j. 

— not by K. EJgar, - - - - - »*'^* 

— - writ for the taking wolves, &c. - . - - 548« 

Wolf-moneth, - .... .64. 

Wolf-ihed, . - - . - - ihy. 

Wood-chat, • - - - - - iSj. 

Woodcock, -.-.-- 365* 

368. 



its migration. 



Wood-lark, - - - - - ' ^^^ 

Woodpecker, curious ftrudkure of, - . • - 205. 



— ^— -^— - green, . . . - 

— great fpotted, .... . 207. 

. middle, - ... - - 208* 

left fpotted, ... - . 209. 

Wood-pigeon, or Ring Pigeon, - - - - . ^3'» 

Woollen manufacture, long neglefted, - - • - 24. 

. its fnccefs here what owing to, - .25. 

Wool, where the beft, - - - - - ^6. 

Vol. II. ^ 4R Wren, 
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Wren, -...-- . 321, 

Writ of Edward I. for extirpating wolves out of England, - • 63. 

- another for taking of wolves. Sec. in De^onjhire, * - 548. 

Wryneck, - - . - -. • 203. 

'■ forc-ifimncr of the Cuckoo, , , - , 294. 



Yellow-ham mer» or BuKT IN c> - ^ • • 276. 

Z. 

2^ooIog}r» claffical» too much neglefted by travelers, « - 215. 
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Plates. 

LX. IJRONTISPIECE, Tame Swaw, to face 

V the Title 

LXL Common Heron Z I. "Paqit 355 

LXII. White Heuon - - - 360 

LXIII. CVRLEW - ... 362 

XiXIV. Whimbrel - .- - 363 
X.XV, Red Shank? ... age 

Woodcock* 

LXVI. Cinereous Goixwit - - 372 

LXVir. Red Godwit' - - - Z7i 

i-XVIII. Jack Snipe? ^ , - 378 

Snipe * 

LXIX. Reeve 1 ,3. 

Ruff J " " " ^ * 

LXX. Gambit- - - - '^B^ 

VoL,IL a LXXI. 
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LXXLPuRR 7 ^ .^ p^j^5^ 

Sandpiper J 
LXXII. Red Sandpiper > "^ ^ • 399 

Golden Plover S 
LXXIII. Sanderling7 ^ ^ - 401 

Dotterel S 
LXXIV. Oyster-Catcher - . - - 405 

LXXV. Water-Rail 7 ^ _ - 407 

Crake GallinuleJ 
LXXVI. Red and Grey Scollop-toed Sandpiper - 413 
LXXVII. Common Gallinule ? . _ ^,5. 

Coot _ y 

LXXVIII. Dusky Grebe \ ^ ^ ; 41^ 

Tippet Grebe ^ 
LXXDt: BLACK-CHmGkEBB> ^ ? 421 

Eared Grebs S 
LXXX. Avoset - ^ ^ ^42^ 

LXXXI. GkEAT AvK S S . • 427 

LXXPCIJ. Little AukT . U C 429 

RX20R Bill > 
LXXXIII. Lesser Guillemot t e ;. 437 

Spotted Guillemot* 

LXXXIV. Imber 1 z - 440 

Northern Diver J 
LXXXV. Red-throated Diver \ z - 443 

Black-throated Diver 5 
LXXXVI. Winter Gull t : • 449 

Black-toed Gull S 
LXXXVII. Arctic Gulls - = - 45^ 

^ LXXXVIIL 
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Hates. 
LXXXVIII. 

LXXXIX. 

XC. 
XCL 

XCII. 
XCIII. 
XCIV. 

XCV. 

XCVI. 

XCVII. 

XCVIII. 

XCIX. 

c. 

CI. 
CII. 

cm. 



Herring Gull? 
Waoel j ' 

KiTTIWAKE X 

Common Gull * 

Great and Lesser Terks 

Stormy Petrel! 

Fulmar > 

M. and F. Goosander *■ 

M. and F. Red-brba^ted Goosandsr 

BzAN Goose \ 

Wbitb-fronted Wild Goosb J 

Eider Drakb and Ducic 

M. 4nd F. Velvet Duck 

Wild Dvcrs - • 

Long-tailed Dvck \ m 

Wfirra-TBKOllTBD DoGKrJ 

Ferruginous Duck. t ^ 

LoNO-TAiLBD DuoK, a Variety J 
iScAUP Duck T '■ Z 

Bimaculated Duck I 
Garoanby ^ : z. 

Female GargaKeyS 
Shag - - • 

Gannett ? * 
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II. Roller * • 
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IV. M. and F. Oriole 
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